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Want to lalk Price? 


So do we — We'll give you the best price you can find 
anywhere for our standards of quality and service! 


j% Full time field inspection! 


py Full time field 
management! 
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SERVICE 
GENERAL MARINE CORP. 


OIL FIELD CONTRACTORS 

P.O. BOX 262 @ Fi. 1-4283 

PETERS ROAD e@ HARVEY, LA. 
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OCTOBER, 1955 


i Specialized personnel 
department! 


i Registerd Black Angus beef! 






“WRITE OR 


j# Board of Health approved 
meat cutting and 
freezing plant! 


jy Local base within striking 
distance of each port 
we serve! 


No question about it—““BOATEL” Service 
is the best!! And we’ll give you the best 
price you can get for what you get. 
Offshore operations demand the best—and 
just as sure as you’re going to find that oil 
sand if it’s there to be found, feeding your 
men ‘the best”? is just as important as 
having the best in everything that goes 
into your rig!! 
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Pictured above is Twenty Grand's plant on the waterfront at Berwick, La. A separate installation serves the Cameron, La., | 
area. Top: Twenty Grand maintains a fleet of eight trucks, four tugs and six barges for quick mud and chemical delivery 
anywhere in southern Louisiana. 





For prompt, efficient service, day or night . . . Twenty Grand 
Oil Field Service offers the facilities of two completely 
modern plants . . . conveniently located at Berwick, 
Louisiana and Cameron, Louisiana . . . for quick delivery 

by land or sea anywhere in southern Louisiana. 
For Milwhite drilling muds and chemicals, diesel fuel 
and towing, Twenty Grand service is as near as 

your telephone. 


MILWHITE DRILLING MUD DISTRIBUTORS 


TWENTY GRAND 


24 Hour Service OIL FIELD SERVICE, INC. 
Telephone President 5-2377 yey 
CAMERON, LOUISIANA BERWICK, LOUISIANA 





4 OFFSHORE 








TWENTY-TWO FOR TWENTY GRAND! 


Twenty Grand Towing Company operates twenty-two offshore 
vessels . . . including seven big, powerful self-propelled barges 
like the 120-foot CALCASIEU, pictured above. 


Recently delivered by the Burton Construction & Shipbuilding 
Company, the CALCASIEU has a length overall of 120 feet, a 
beam of 30 feet and a depth of 9 feet. Powered with two 6-110 
GM diesel engines, supplied by Kennedy Marine Engine Company 
of Biloxi, Miss., the CALCASIEU is certified to carry 450 tons of 


dry or liquid cargo. 


Twenty Grand Towing Company has the boat for your job. 


TWENTY GRAND TOWING CO. 


P. O. Box 232 
Telephone: 5033-381 | 
Morgan City, La. 
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Sulphur Steals a Scene 17 





Total bonus bids in Texas’ September 6 lease sale were far 
from startling, but sulphur rights on each of four tracts went 
for bids of $1.4 million. 





A Fabulous Thirteen Months 21 


The tests are in deeper water, costs are going up, yet the 
offshore oil province in the Gulf of Mexico experienced a 
drilling boom in the 13 months ending this August. 
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Future offshore oil fields may bristle safely below the reach 
of ship bottoms, wave forces, and deep-sea fishermen, thanks 
to a new method of underwater well completion. 
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Techniques perfected by the Navy's "Frogmen" are being 
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in the quest for knowledge on stratigraphic traps. 





New Equipment for Offshore? 39 


"A. A. Jakkula" can't do any of the things expected of an 
offshore oil industry vessel. Nevertheless, her trim hull gliding 
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Two Strikes for Chevron 43 


Standard Oil Company of Texas has recently completed two 
new shut-in gas strikes in its Chevron field, oldest and largest 
oil field off South Texas. An OFFSHORE field report. 
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This fast, 31 foot crewboat powered by George Engine Company, built by Sewart Seacraft, Inc., 
hit speeds in excess of 27 mph. on trial runs. The "Bayou Belle" was exhibited for the first time 
at the General Motors Powerama in Chicago, August 3!-September 25. 


Main propulsion power is supplied by the first new, lightweight, GM Detroit Diesel Engine Model 6071B ever in- 
stalled. This new power plant made its first debut at the Powerama before moving to the Gulf and Louisiana's 
Offshore Oil Operation. The GM 6071B incorporates all the advantages heretofore available only in inclined 
models—i.e., increased horsepower and lighter weight in an engine identical in appearance to the standard GM 
models so long in use by the marine industry. 


GEORGE ENGINE CO., INC. 


HARVEY 


LOUISIANA 
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Way offshore .. . 
With the Publisher 


pb true we do things in half hip- 
pocket fashion—and admit it! 


Take the four-color offshore lease 
map of Texas appearing in this issue. 
The printer pulled out a lot of his 
red hair, trying to figure a way to fold 
the map and get the whole she-bang 
in one copy of the magazine. Since 
we hate to see loose hair around, we 
just chopped the map in two and 
you'll find only the north half of the 
Texas coastline when you open it up. 


But usually when we start some- 
thing, we finish it. You'll find the 
south half in our November issue, 
so you can be on the lookout for it. 


A revised Louisiana offshore lease 
map is also in the works, incidentally. 
But we have a slight problem. We've 
been cussing the discussing the notion 
of scaling it to the Texas map, so the 
two can be stripped together and come 
out one big map of the whole Louisi- 
ana-Texas coast. 


Some of you peckerwoods operating 
out in the Gulf give us a reaction to 
the idea. You got any use for a 
big ol’ map like that? Maybe you 
could hang it up for a doghouse deco- 
ration, or use it to wrap those smelly 
fish you bring home to the missus. 


Speaking of stripping (maps, that 
is) there’s a centerfold picture in one 
of the national magazines this month 
of one of the neatest structures an oil- 
man ever laid eyes on. Apparently 
they're not worried about corrosion, 
for most of this structure is plumb 
bare: Just a little sheer black stuff 
on the underpinnings that don’t look 
at all like an inhibitor or tar. 


We can’t print pictures like that in 
our centerfield (dang it!), so you'll 
find the next best thing—a map of 
the Chevron Field off the coast of 
Texas’ Padre Island. We didn’t throw 
in the same curves, synclines and 
stratigraphic traps indicated in the 
aforementioned structure, but we 
think you'll like it. And we're hoping 
it will wind up decorating nearly as 
many walls! 


See you next month. 


Long John Latham 
OCTOBER, 1955 














NEW -BUOV 


STAYS PUT 


@ GREATER VISIBILITY. The 
big reflectorized sign is high above 
the water, six to eight feet, and 
easily visible up to two miles. 


@ STAYS UPRIGHT. Strong 
winds and seas have little effect on 
the Pole-Buoy. The marker stays 
vertical in bad weather when you 
need it most. 


@ STAYS PUT. No chance of this 
\yy, buoy straying into the channel. 
*  Moored with stout chain to a 
| heavy anchor, it is truly a perma- 
{ nent marker. 
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Dependable Superior Diesels practically eliminate costly 
down-time. With minimum maintenance and repairs, they'll 
power your rig for many more hours between overhauls, 
under the most rugged, toughest field service! Hundreds of 
case histories are firm proof too, that Superior’s precision 
construction cuts fuel and lubrication costs to a bare mini- 
mum. Dynamically balanced crankshafts provide practically 
vibration-free operation at all speeds . . . this enables rapid 
acceleration for quicker round trips and for fast pipe han- 
dling . . . and relieves excess wear on all engine accessories. 


WHITE DIESEL ENGINE DIVISION 


THE WHITE MOTOR COMPANY « Plant and General Offices: Springfield, Ohio 


Make a Superior investment . . . get all the facts from 
leading rig manufacturers, or through White Diesel field 
representatives available in all oil field areas or through 
the White Diesel Engine Division. You'll see convincing 
proof Superior Diesels are your best investment! And you 
can continue to invest with confidence because the vast 
facilities of the White Motor Company are dedicated to 
carry on intensified research, development and precision 
manufacturing of Superior and Atlas Diesel, dual fuel, and 
gas engines for oil field service. 


Uae : ATLAS 


ENGINES Jusper'? 
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Oil Man’s Calendar 


SEPTEMBER 
9-15 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE. 


12-14 


31 


Oil Progress Week. 


Gulf Coast Association of Geological So- 
cieties, annual meeting, Buena Vista 
Hotel, Biloxi, Miss. 


American Institute of Chemical Engi- 
neers, South Texas Section, 10th annual 
meeting, Galvez. Hotel, Galveston. 


Nov.2 Independent Petroleum Association of 


America, annual meeting, Jefferson 
Hotel, St. Louis, Mo. 


NOVEMBER 


2-4 


9-10 


10-11 


11-13 


13-18 


14-17 


27-30 


Society of Automotive Engineers, die- 
sel engine meeting, Chase Hotel, St. 
Louis, Mo. 


American Association of Petroleum Ge- 
ologists, Mid-Continent regional meeting, 
Skirvin Tower, Oklahoma City. 


Society of Automotive Engineers, fuels 
and lubricants meeting, Bellevue-Strat- 
ford Hotel, Philadelphia. 


American Association of Petroleum Ge- 
ologists, Pacific Section annual conven- 
tion, Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles. 


New Mexico Geological Society, in con- 
junction with Roswell Geological Society, 
sixth annual field conference. Truth or 
Consequences, N. ° 


American Society of Mechanical Engi- 
neers, 75th anniversary meeting, Hilton 
and Blackstone Hotels, Chicago. 


American Petroleum Institute, 35th an- 
nual meeting, Mark Hopkins, Fairmont, 
St. Francis and Palace Hotels, San 
Francisco. 


American Institute of Chemical Engi- 
neers, annual meeting, Statler Hotel, 
Detroit. 


DECEMBER 


1-3 


1-3 


5-9 


11-14 


American Chemical Society (Southwest 
meeting) Shamrock Hotel. Houston, Tex. 


Interstate Oil Compact Commission, La 
Fonda Hotel, Santa Fe, N. M. 


Natural Gasoline Association of Amer- 
ica (regional meeting), Herring Hotel, 
Amarillo, Texas. 


25th Exposition of Chemical Industries, 
Commercial Museum and Convention 
Hall, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(OTIC ogee. Biltmore Hotel, New 
York, 


American Society of Agricultural Engi- 


neers (Winter meeting), Edgewater 
Beach Hotel, Chicago, IIl. 


1956 


JANUARY 
10-12 Kentucky Petroleum Marketers Assn. 


25-26 Northwest Petroleum Association 
nual convention), Nicollette Hotel, Min- 


30- 
Feb. 


24 


19-20 National 


FEBRUARY 


22-23 Iowa Independent Oil Jobbers Associa- 
tion, Inc. (convention), Fort Des Moines 


OCTOBER, 


(30th annual meeting), Brown Hotel, 
Louisville, Ky. 








Industrial Conference Board, 
Commodore Hotel, New York, N. Y. 


neapolis, Minn. 


3 American Institute of Electrical En- 
gineers (1956 Winter general), Statler 


Hotel, New York, 





Hotel, Des Moines, Iowa 


Natural Gasoline Association of America 
(regional meeting), Lincoln Hotel, Odes- 


sa, Texas 





vention), Auditorium, Denver, Colo. 





1955 





(an- 


American Association of Petroleum Ge- = 
ologists (Rocky Mountain Section con- 


(Continued on next page) 


HE CAN’T SEE YOUR 
INVESTMENT ! 


The heavy banks of fog that too often plague Gulf shipping is 
preventing him from seeing your million dollar unattended production 
structure. He can no longer see the white blinking lights marking the 
presence of man-made obstructions and now must rely on sound to warn 
him of dangers which could cause the loss of his ship and the lives of 
his crew. 


It now becomes your responsibility to provide an audible aid-to- 
navigation ....an unattended, automatic fog signal of the highest stand- 
ard...so he may hear it and alter his ship's course in time. 


Because of our experience in the aids-to-navigation field, we were 
asked to develop a solution to this problem: 


The M-18 was designed and engineered to provide an unattended 
fog signal with a blast characteristic and two-mile audibility in com- 
pliance with the U. S. Coast Guard regulations. 


Over 50 units with eight years of successful operation are now in 
use! Patented electro-pneumatic controls provide automatic starting of 
two alternate running 13.2 BHP diesel engines for 14 unattended days. 


THE 


Lylitowte 


amc. 


Complete 


REMOTE CONTROL AVAILABLE 














Engineering Service on Your 
Aids-to-Navigation Problem 


Write for Free Bulletin 
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VA W Texas Marine and Industrial Supply Com- 
Ki D LY, pany provides important keys to the success 
PS > of every Offshore Rig . . . and the ships that 
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serve them, by being prepared, Night and 
Day, to serve their growing needs with these— 
and many other—dependable marine and in- 
dustrial supplies. 
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LX | A RP @ American Brand Rope 
<ul BYP @ Pyrene C-O-Two Fire Protection 
Equipment 
@ Beryllium Copper Non-Sparking 
Safety Tools 








@ International Marine Paint 
@ Marine Life Saving Equipment 
@ Perko Marine Lamps and Hard- 
ware 
ae ;  @ Marine Electrical Supplies 
ee ¢  @ Marine Packing; Bearing, Fittings, 
; Valves and Pipe 
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VN din | am PURE dP-V ee Southwest's Largest, Most 
SUPPLY COMPANY Complete Marine Supply House 
| 


HOUSTON PHONE: WA-6-1771 | 


8106 HARRISBURG BOULEVARD 
GALVESTON PHONE: 5-8311 


HOUSTON, TEXAS 
OFFSHORE 





MARCH 

7-9 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(Division of Production, Southern Dis- 
trict Meeting), Plaza Hotel, San An- 
tonio, Texas 

12-16 National Assn. of Corrosion Engrs. (an- 
nual convention), Statler Hotel, New 
York, N. Y. 


19-21 Mid-West Gas Assn., Hotel Fontenelle, 
Omaha, Nebr. 


19-21 Western Petroleum Refiners Association 
(annual meeting), Plaza Hotel, San An- 
tonio, Texas 

20-22 Ohio Petroleum Marketers Assn., Inc. 
(Spring Convention & Trade Exposi- 
tion), Deshler-Hilton, Columbus, Ohio 

21-28 AMERICAN PETROLEUM INSTITUTE 
(Division of Production, Southwestern 


District Meeting), Texas Hotel, Fort 
Worth, Texas 


Radio Technical Commission 
For Marine Services To Meet 


The Radio Technical Commission 
for Marine Services will hold its 
Fall assembly meeting at the Jung 
Hotel, New Orleans, October 6-8. 


The RTCM is a joint commission 
of governmental agencies and pri- 
vate industry which investigates 
problems concerning marine radio 
communications. 


Three panels, each of one-half 
day duration, are scheduled. They 
are: 


1) Reliability in Equipment, Sys- 
tems, and Communications. 


2) Marine Radio-Telephone Prob- 
lems in the Gulf of Mexico. 


3) How Can RTCM Best Serve the 
User? 


R. T. Brown, of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, is secre- 
tary of the RTCM. E. H. Price, of 
Mackay Radio and Telegraph Com- 
pany, New York, is general ‘chair- 
man of the Fall meeting. Weeks 
Harrison, with Mackay Radio and 
Telegraph in New Orleans, is local 
chairman. 


Gulf Geological Societies 
Meet in Biloxi in October 


The fifth meeting of the Gulf 
Coast Association of Geological So- 
cieties will be held October 12-14 in 
Biloxi, Mississippi. The Mississippi 
Geological Society will be host, with 
the Baton Rouge and Southeastern 
Geological societies assisting. 


Technical programs are planned 
for Thursday, October 13, and Fri- 
day, October 14. 


OCTOBER, 1955 
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INC. 


SAM GARLINE, 
BERWICK, LOUISIANA 
Telephone: 2866 - 5805 - 5412 - Night 5850 


Pipeline ditching and laying 
Dredging—canals, locations, etc. 
Pile driving—land and water 


Barge and boat rentals 


We Specialize in all types of Oil Field Construction 


WATER TERMINALS— 


BERWICK, LA. 
and 
CALUMET, LA. 











The “Sirocco”... 





BERWICK 


e. and Sewart 


— 


Lead the Field! 


Latest in a Complete Line of Crewboats 


Dimensions: 40’ x 12'3” 
Top Speed: 31.3 MPH 
Cruising Speed: 27.5 MPH 


The "Sirocco," built for Jack Milsted of 
New Iberia, Louisiana, is the prototype of 
a new addition to the complete line of 
crewboats designed and built by Sewart Sea- 
craft. This 40-footer maintains an even keel 
even at high speeds in rough water. Powered 
by two General Motors 6-71 Diesels, gene- 
rating 216 horsepower each, the "Sirocco" 
hit speeds well in excess of 30 mph in test 
runs. A special dinette arrangement on the 
“Sirocco” slightly reduces the |8 passenger 
capacity normal for this model. It's a crew- 


boat that combines rugged strength and 
stability with speed and maneuverability. 


The "Sirocco" exemplifies the fine design, 
construction and performance that have es- 
tablished Sewart's leadership in the manu- 
facture of boats for the marine oil fields. 
Sewart Seacraft are known for fine crafts- 
manship, speed and dependable perform- 
ance. There's no substitute for experience, 
and more than 500 Sewart Seacraft are now 
in service in the marine oil fields. For your 
boat requirements—See Sewart! 


SEWART SEACRAFT, INC. 


PHONE PATTERSON 3913 
NIGHT PHONES: 5434 - 2481 


LOUISIANA 


OFFSHORE 











Oil Progress .. . 


Colonel Drake Had It Easy 


Colonel Edwin Drake used nineteenth century salt well 
drilling techniques to pound to 69 feet and usher in 
the oil age. He'd still be trying if he had chosen an 
offshore site. 

The tea clippers of his period could have taken 
him to India and back in record time, yet he wouldn't 
have made much hole either coming or going. 

It took almost a century to evolve all the techniques 
needed to venture into the open sea in search of oil, and 
now that that frontier is open happenings offshore are 
the biggest news in the oil industry. 

The standard cable tool rig, 
’ at left, has one thing in com- 
mon with the Colonel's out- 
fit—it was an expensive col- 
lection of drilling equipment 
surrounded by incredibly bad 
roads. Through the decades 
rigs got better and incred- 
ibly expensive and the roads 
| improved—just a little. 
Offshore exploration made 
m™ the most readily apparent 
» change at the well site since 
Drake peered down the casing and saw a slick. Out there, 
incredibly expensive drilling equipment is surrounded 
by other expensive objects and structures necessary to 
the operation. 





Well sites have become overwater communities, rising 
(like Mr. Gus, below) on stilts out of the water and 
Sages capable of providing eating, 
sleeping, and fishing facilities 
to two-score or more men. In 
place of bad roads, the ocean 
is a temperamental highway 
for the crew boats and supply 
vida ships necessary to the opera- 

@@ tion. (It is also a terrific force 
brought constantly to bear 
against piling, and a breeder 
of corrosion.) 


Technological know - how 

had to come a long way to 
move the oil derrick from Pennsylvania to the Gulf of 
Mexico. In its most recent advance—from the beaches 
outward—it acquired the services of the mariner, the 
marine engineer, the meteorologist, the oceanographer, 
and others. 

With the new problems, and the new solutions, and 
the need for more and more oil sending the search ever 
further to sea, offshore operations will continue to be 
the hottest news in the oil industry for years to come. 





The Editor 
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CRESCENT 


. . - Completing the picture 


With years of experience serving the distant 
reaches of the Gulf, Crescent leads the way 
in providing fast, dependable towing facili- 
ties for the oil and gas industry’s expanding 
offshore operations. 
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The Crescent fleet is adding a new chapter 
to its record of towing excellence . . . com- 
pleting the picture with another special 
service for a special need. 


Large Deck Barges for Charter 


’ GESCEN 


TOWING & SALVAGE CO., "IN 





625 Hibernia Building * New Orleans, Louisiana 
Phone: TUlane O61! (office) @ FOrest 6-1521 (dispatcher) 











OVER OR UNDER...LAND OR SEA...BROWN & ROOT'S 
EXPERIENCE CAN SAVE YOU MONEY... TIME! 


Four decades of diversified experience 
in heavy construction and engineering 
by Brown & Root can be invaluable to 
you. Over the years Brown & Root’s 
technological developments have pro- 
vided important savings of time and 


money for many clients. 


Regardless of your interest, be it in fin- 
ished products—fabricated parts or basic 


es - 2, 





BROWN.-BILT 


Associate Componies:— BROWN ENGINEERING CORP. @ 


materials Brown & Root can help you. 


Centralized responsibility coordinates 
engineering and construction. This plus 
loyal personnel will save your firm time 


. Money. 


If your company contemplates new con- 
struction or plant expansion a call from 
you will place Brown & Root plant plan- 


ning experts at your disposal. 


H Oo U ’€&z aA S 


BROWN & ROOT, Inc. Cngineces -Conitructes 


CABLE ADDRESS — BROWNBILT 


BROWN & ROOT MARINE OPERATORS INC. 
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Four interested spectators at the opening are, left to right, Howard A. McKin- 
ley and Lee J. Molesworth, of Continental Oil Company in Houston, Sidney M. 
Groom, manager of the Outer Continental Shelf Office of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of the Interior in New Orleans, and J. B. Prickett, with The Texas 
Company in Houston. 


Sulphur Enters Scene 


Texas Leases Bring $12 Million 


Bay tracts and sulphur rights draw most interest as Texas 
School Land Board auctions 38,770 submerged acres 


ULPHUR abruptly appeared on 

the offshore lease scene and Gal- 
veston Bay and other bays were the 
center of oil interest when the Texas 
School Land Board took in more 
than $12 million in bonuses Sep- 
tember 6 in Austin. 

High bids of the sale were those 
made by The Texas Gulf Sulphur 
Company for —— rights on each 
of four tracts off Galveston County 
in the Gulf of Mexico. The tracts— 
numbers 2188, 2198, 225S, and 226S 
—went for $1.4 million each. The 
same company leased tracts 2168 
and 217S for $750,000 each. 

The Texas Company recently an- 
nounced its intention to drill in 
the general area, where it has oil 
rights on the same tracts. 

Altogether, 9,600 acres in ten par- 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Before opening of bids at the Texas lease sale, J. Earl Rudder, commissioner 
of the General Land Office, addresses those present. Seated behind him are 
Governor Allan Shivers, left, and State Attorney General John Ben Sheppard. 
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For a Protection of 


VALUABLE OFFSHORE EQUIPMENT 


These offshore platforms, rigs and permanent 
well head equipment are perfectly protected with Copon against 
the devastating action of the sea. 


Now it can be said that sufficient time has elapsed to prove 
beyond a doubt that COPON will give years of protection in 
severe environments which usually break down other coatings 
in a matter of weeks. The COPON coating systems have been 
developed after years of research, development and perfection 
of the coating and coating techniques in close cooperation with 
industry’s leading corrosion engineers. Our technicians are avail- 
able to study your specific needs and to work with you toward 
achieving the protection required. 


If your properties are being chewed up by corrosion or 
attacked by marine growth, fill out this attached coupon to obtain more 
information on Copon corrosion control for offshore equipment. 


aaliensiiestientietiete ti 

















Please send me information about Copon’s Corrosion 
| Control for offshore equipment. | 
| Name. | 
Company. 
| Position or Title | 
Address. 
| City. State | 
ee 


COPON is manufactured under an exclusive franchise by a select group of companies, 
strategically located to serve U. S. industry efficiently. Write the company nearest you 
for details of technical services and specialized product formulation available. 


ALLIED PAINT MFG. COMPANY ° ENTERPRISE PAINT MANUFACTURING CO, 


P. O. Box 1088, Tulsa, Okla. 


2841 South Ashland Ave., Chicago 8, Illinois 


COAST PAINT & LACQUER CO. 


P. O. Box 1113, Houston |, Texas 
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Left: First bids, fished from a galva- 
nized iron box with two padlocks on 
it, are piled on the table for opening. 


Right: Reading the bids as they are 
opened are Dr. G. K. Eiffler, geologist 
for the General Land Office, left, and 
Dennis Wallace, chief clerk of the 
land office. 


(Continued from page 17) 


cels brought $8,361,000 for sulphur 
rights. 

However, a total of 204,924 acres 
had been offered for sulphur lease, 
with by far the majority of the tracts 
unbid on. 

A total of 29,170.50 submerged 
acres leased for oil rights brought 
$3,224,767 in bonus money. Only 
nine of the 45 underwater tracts 
were in the Gulf of Mexico, with 
the remainder in bays. 

Galveston Bay brought the most 
bids of any one area, with 12 par- 
cels leased from among the 21 of- 
fered. 

Ten tidelands tracts off Galveston 
County failed to attract any bidders. 

Highest bonus for a bay tract was 
$391,000, bid by The Texas Com- 
pany for the 640-acre 113A tract in 
Galveston Bay. In the Gulf of Mex- 
ico the top bid was $328,260, offered 
by Pure Oil Company for the north- 
east quarter of 479L, off Matagorda 
County. The same company leased 
the northwest quarter of that tract 
for $59,760. 

Smallest bid was $6,496, made by 
Shell Oil Company for 320 acres in 
Red Fish Bay, Nueces County. 

Tract 106 in Trinity Bay, Cham- 
bers County, brought offers from 
five companies—the highest num- 
ber bidding on any one tract in the 
sale. The winning bid was $180,- 
417, entered by Gulf Oil Corpora- 
tion for the 911l-acre tract. Others 
were $137,788, by Continental Oil 
Company; $45,641, by Sun Oil Com- 
pany; $31,381 by Union Oil Com- 
pany of California; and $23,778, by 


(Continued on page 50) 
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MR. GUS drills below 
11,000 feet in 84 feet of 
water at Atlantic and 
Tide Water Federal 
Tract 726, Well No. |, 
off the Texas coast. 


The Search For OIL... 


The search for oil goes on. The combination of steel, ingenuity 
of man and needs of a nation spur a continued push into new 


horizons. 


We at C. G. Glasscock Drilling Company are proud to have a 
part in the pioneering now being done in the Tidelands of 


Texas and Louisiana. 


C. G. GLASSCOGK DRILLING CO. 


1601 Wilson Tower 


215 Shell Building 





Phone TUlip 4-486] 


Phone TUlane 0491 


Corpus Christi, Texas 


New Orleans, La. 














BUDA DIESELS POWER 


“SEA SERVICE * 


FOR. are JOB... 
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POWER, 
STAMINA = 
and | = 
TROUBLE 
eREE 
OPERATION 


bs "4 eo Take it from specialists in marine transportation for the oil industry — 
FP =x es engines powering offshore supply ships and crew boats must come up 
to high standards of dependability, delivered power and economical 
operation. 
: When Sea Service, Inc. planned their newest supply ship “SEA 
s § : SERVICE” they wanted a powerful, versatile work boat that could 
am A go anywhere — any time and carry maximum loads of drilling water, 
~ pipe and supplies. Selecting two Buda supercharged 8-DCSMR-2505 
Diesels to provide 1000 hp for “SEA SERVICE,” her owners and de- 
signers knew from previous experience with Buda Diesels that they 
would get the dependability, economy and delivered horsepower required 
in offshore service. 
Already working in Gulf Coast waters, “SEA SERVICE” and her 
Buda Diesels are meeting and exceeding the high standards set for her. 
Before you specify or repower — get complete details on Buda Marine 
Diesels for powering offshore boats of every size and type. See your 
— nearby Buda Marine Distributor . . . Mechanical Equipment Co., New 
Orleans . . . Buda Engine & Equipment Co., Inc. Houston or their 
Branches. Write for catalogs and specifications. 


BUDA DIVISION e- Harvey, Illinois 
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offshore activity. 


Activity offshore in the last thirteen months 
amounts to 44 percent of the accumulated total 


Exploration statistics indicate that early 
optimism of offshore operators was based 


on sound exploration appraisal. 


There have been large increases in lease bonus 
costs. Movement into deeper water is largely 


responsible for the increase in drilling costs. 





George B. Parks 


The Economics of Offshore Drilling 


GEORGE B. PARKS* 


B 
Manager, Brilling and Production Operat 


MPORTANCE of the Texas-Louisi- 
ana Gulf Coast continental shelf to 
our national security and economy, as 
well as its eminence as one of the most 
potentially prolific but undeveloped 
oil and gas provinces, makes it an ap- 
propriate subject for consideration. 
Since a great deal has been written 
about the probable rewards in terms of 
oil and gas reserves, the technical prob- 
lems of exploring and producing un- 
derwater oil and gas, and the attendant 
difficulties and unique expense in- 
volved in ocean operations, (I will 
limit myself) to a review of the 
progress of offshore exploration and 
development—along with a survey 
of the changes in economic factors 
which have an influence on the at- 
tractiveness of offshore operations. 
Activity offshore in the last thir- 
teen months is 55 percent of the ac- 
cumulated total offshore activity. 





*This is an abridged excerpt from a 
paper presented by Mr. Parks at the 33rd 
Annual Meeting of the Louisiana-Arkansas 
Division, Mid-Continent Oil and Gas 
Association, New Orleans, La., Septem- 
ber 22-23. 
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Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc. 


Exploration statistics indicate that 
eatly optimism of offshore operators 
was based on sound exploration ap- 
praisal. 

The number of drilling equipment 
units available for offshore work has 
increased in proportion to the activity 


ions 


but does not completely fulfill present 
demand. 

There have been some increases 
in the cost of offshore exploration and 
large increases in lease bonus costs. 
Movement into deeper water is largely 


(Continued on next page) 








FIGURE | 


Summary of Louisiana and Texas Offshore Activity for Recent Thirteen 
Months and Accumulative Activity to August, 1955 


13-Month Interval 


July 1, 1954 to Percent of Total to 
August 1, 1955 Total August 1,1 955 
Total Wells—Drilled .......... 340 40% 841 
Oil Wells—Completed ........ 186 41% 450 
Gas Wells—Completed........ 62 51% 122 
Lease Acreage Acquired...... 1,013,000 36% 2,798,000 
Daily Production of Oil 
and Condensate— 
IE cieitinsiroiniie 17,000 27% 64,000 
Daily Production of 
Gas—Developed .............. 102 MMCF 43% 241 MMCF 
Number of Oil Fields.......... 18 49% 37 
Number of Gas Fields.......... 17 55% 31 
Number of Producing 
ee ee 35 51% 68 
Number of New Structures 
IIE cisisecenanezetatsdennancnes 31 34% 91 
Shut-In Gas Wells................ 50 59% 84 
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responsible for the increases in drill- 
ing costs. 

Crude oil production allowables 
have been substantially reduced. 

Offshore equipment in the design 
or construction stage, as well as im- 
proved operating practices that will be 
available through continuing and in- 
creasing large scale activity offer 
promise of cost reduction. 


Review of progress . . . Figure 1 
shows Louisiana and Texas offshore 
activity for the recent 13-month inter- 
val and total activity to August, 1955. 
Specifically, the chart shows wells 
drilled, oil wells completed, gas wells 
completed, lease acreage acquired, daily 
production of oil and condensate, num- 
ber of oil fields, number of gas fields, 
number of producing structures, num- 
ber of structures drilled and number 
of shut-in gas wells. 

The progress of the 13-month inter- 
val, expressed as an average of the 
standards listed in Figure 1. . . is 
some 44 percent of the total offshore 
activity to August 1 of this year. It is 
outstanding that 73 percent of the 
wells drilled during the last 13 months 
were completed as producers. This 





KERMAC’S RIG 44 on way to of- 
shore location. The tremendous in- 
vestment in leaseholds, along with the 
fact that production costs are usually 
far in excess of land costs until daily 
production in a field reaches 1,500 to 
4,000 barrels per day, places a pre- 
mium on equipment like this for quick 
evaluation and development of leases. 
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compares with an average of 68 per- 
cent for the total of all wells drilled 
offshore. 

The 841 wells drilled offshore to 
August 1 represent some 2 percent of 
the wells drilled on the land portion 
of the shelf, when the land area is 
considered as the area of approxi- 
mately thirty-nine thousand square 
miles extending from the Mississippi 
to the Rio Grande and extending 
inland . . . from twenty to ninety 
miles. The 91 structures drilled off- 
shore represent 16 percent of the 
structures found on this land portion 
of the shelf. 

At this time offshore oil and con- 
densate production represent 1 percent 
of the current national production. 
The 26.17 percent increase in liquid 
hydrocarbon production is below the 
level of the other activity largely be- 
cause of the reduction in allowables 
during the interval; allowables having 
been reduced approximately 19 percent. 

Certainly Figure 1 reflects that large 
scale activity, considered necessary to 
bring about a reduction in operating 
costs, is underway. 


Changes in economic factors . 
The availability of drilling equipment 
is a factor of considerable moment to 
the economics of offshore drilling, es- 
pecially at this time. On the coastal 
land belt, operators have spread ex- 
ploration and development over more 
than half a century. The companies 
that were successful in the early years 
have been able to use the income from 
their discoveries to finance new explo- 
ration. 

In the offshore area, because of min- 
eral interest, the high finding power 
of present day exploration methods, 
and the presence of a large number of 
first class salt domes, operators are 
having to invest in leases and explora- 
tory drilling in a relatively short pe- 
riod. This tremendous investment in 
leaseholds, along with the fact that 
production costs are usually far in ex- 
cess of land costs until daily produc- 
tion in a field reaches a volume of 15 
hundred to 4 thousand barrels per day, 
places a premium on equipment for 
quick evaluation and development of 
leases and return of investment. 

On September 1, 1954, there were 
a total of 39 drilling units available 
and five under construction. Of those 
available, there were five mobile de- 
vices, 29 drilling tenders, and five 
self-contained platforms. 

Today there are 52 drilling units 
available. Of the total, 10 are mobile 
devices, 32 drilling tenders, and 10 





are rigs on self-contained platforms. 
Some 11 mobile drilling units are 
under construction or substantially 
ready to commence construction. 

Increase in equipment is propor- 
tionate to the increase in activity 
offshore . . . however, the number 
presently available may not be suf- 
ficient to meet the steadily increasing 
requirement of (offshore drilling) as 
is shown by the number of units under 
construction and planned for construc- 
tion. These units are being built with- 
out any substantial change in the ob- 
solescence depreciation risk. In addi- 
tion to this risk, it has become ap- 
parent that regardless of skill em- 
p'oyed and care exercised in design- 
ing and building the greater depth 
mobile platform devices, costly ad- 
justments and modifications may be 
necessary before satisfactory operation 
is obtained. 


In considering the availability of 
equipment it is well to review the 
water depth distribution of the Texas- 
Louisiana leased acreage to determine 
the working depth requirement of 
equipment. Figure 2 shows the per- 
centage of Texas-Louisiana offshore 
acreage by depth brackets. Generally 
speaking, all existing offshore drilling 
units can work in the 0-20’ depth 
bracket even though some of the units 
are not economically competitive in 
this depth range. 


With the exception of two mobile 
devices, all existing offshore drilling 
equipment can be used through the 
20-40’ depth bracket with the same 
qualifications. 


All drilling tender units and self- 
contained fixed platform units can 
work in the 40-60’ depth interval, 
while two existing mobile units and 
a third under construction meet this 
need. Each of these three mobile units 
is designed to drill in water depths 
in excess of 60 feet. There are, how- 
ever, other mobile platform units un- 
der construction, or soon to be under 
construction, for drilling in water 
depths up to 60 feet, and it is be- 
lieved that the design work and op- 
erating experience of the last year 
will result in completion within the 
next eight months of mobile platform 
units that will drill efficiently in the 
40-60’ depth interval with an invest- 
ment substantially below that of ex- 
isting mobile units designed for drill- 
ing in the greater water depth of 
60-100 feet. 

Operations in water depths from 
60-100’ are in the pioneering stage, 
with the majority of the work being 
performed from self-contained fixed 
platforms. The use of this type drill- 
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ing unit is predominate for the follow- 
ing rezsons: 


The shortage of mobile devices for 
this band of water; the need for de- 
velopment of an economical well- 
protector jacket or platform to be used 
with mobile devices in this water 
depth; the desirability of the large 
platform in the event production is 
established; the improvement in the 
use of the self-contained fixed plat- 
form resulting in a substantial reduc- 
tion in size over earlier units with con- 
sequent improvement in economics; 
and the reduced cost of the self-con- 
tained unit approaching the cost of 
the platform used with a tender and 
eliminating the anchoring and asso- 
ciated problems. . . 


Exploration costs . . . Exploration 
costs are increasing offshore with 
the increase in lease bonuses and an 
increase in exploration drilling costs. 
Lease bonus costs have continued to 
mount steadily since the first lease 
sale in 1945. The average lease price 
for acreage purchased to July 1, 1954, 
was some $42.20 per acre. This aver- 
age price recalculated to August 1, 
1955, averages some $294.00 per acre. 


In the Department of Interior sale 
of July 12, 1955, of underwater tracts 
off Louisiana and Texas, the Louisiana 
bids average $395.92 an acre, exceed- 
ing the per acre bonus offered in 
either of the federal government's 
earlier offshore sales. The first federal 
sale of lands off Louisiana averaged 
$310.00 per acre. The second federal 
sale, which was for tracts off the Texas 
coast, brought $244.00 per acre. The 
recent July 12 sale also developed the 
highest bonus offer ever submitted to 
the federal government for an (off- 
shore) lease. This offer of $7,527,- 
000.00 was an offer of $1,505.40 per 
acre on a 5,000-acre tract. 

To arrive at the trend in costs of 
exploratory drilling with the move- 
ment into deeper water, sixteen ex- 
ploratory wells recently drilled by mo- 
bile platform and _tender-platform 
methods were selected for considera- 
tion. By taking the actual well time 
analysis, current drilling day rates and 
current tangible and intangible opera- 
tor’s costs, dry holes and completed 


well costs have been estimated for 
various depths, Results of these esti- 
mates are shown in Figures 3, 4, 5 
and 6. 


Trends of these estimated costs rel- 
ative to depth are compared with avail- 
able cost depth experience curves that 
had heretofore been collected in the 
drilling of 35 offshore wells. The 
35-well experience was accumulated 
over a seven year period prior to July 
1, 1954, in the case of the tender- 
platform curves on Figures 5 and 6, 
and over a two year period prior to 
July 1, 1954, in the case of the mo- 
bile curves in Figures 3 and 4. 


The limited data and method of 
estimating the cost versus depth trends 
on current wells will in no way justify 
the use of these graphic presentations 
as completely representative well costs. 


It is reasonable to conclude from 
the review that there has been some 
increase in exploratory drilling costs, 
with an order of magnitude in the 
range of those indicated on the curves. 


Producing costs . . . Development 
drilling costs are sensitive to large 
scale operation or concentration of ac- 
tivity in an area. One pasa gee 
and developer of offshore crude, work- 
ing under these conditions, advises 
that their development drilling costs 
will probably reflect a reduction for 
the last year’s operation. Part of this 
cost reduction is due to improved op- 
erating practice acquired from offshore 
experience, as well as general operat- 
ing practice improvements in the in- 
dustry. The sensitiveness of cost to 
the above factors is of greater magni- 
tude than the recent increases in cost 
of labor, material and services and con- 
sequently development drilling costs 
will vary among operators and be- 
tween areas worked by an individual 
operator. It is apparent that in the 
case of development drilling where as 
many as six to ten wells are completed 
from one drilling structure the influ- 
ence on well costs of changes in plat- 
form costs and moving in and out ex- 
pense is small. 


Unit costs for oil and gas produc- 
tion are so affected by volume that op- 


(continued on page 25) 





0-20’ 20-40’ 


Percentage 27% 


23% 





FIGURE 2 


Summary of Louisiana and Texas Offshore Acreage by 
Water Depth Brackets 


Total Acreage 754,736 652,177 796,991 


40-60’ 60-80’ 80-100’, 100-120" 
338,585 155,212 100,388 
28% 12% 6% 4% 
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SEISMIC PARTIES EVERYWHERE 


SAVE TIME AND IMPROVE RESULTS 
WITH 


ctor GEOPHYSICAL CABLES AND ACCESSORIES 


In seismic exploration, time and money are identical. With today’s high 
costs, the failure of one item of field equipment can pile up lost-time 
charges amounting to hundreds of dollars in only a few hours. That's 
why top quality equipment is always. . . 


the most economical answer to exploration problems 


MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
5616 LAWNDALE AVE. HOUSTON 23, TEXAS 
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(Continued from page 23) 
erators having production increases in 
an area find lower unit costs, while 
those losing volume of production 
through allowable reduction, or for 
other reasons, would generally have an 
increased cost, regardless of the recent 
increase in labor, material and services 
chargeable to producing costs. 

A review of crude oil producing 
costs on approximately 14 percent of 
the current offshore production re- 
vealed the following: On 20 percent 
of the above production there had 
been no appreciable change in daily 
production volume or producing costs 
during the last year, and current pro- 
ducing costs were in the range of costs 
heretofore published; and on the bal- 
ance of the crude oil production the 
daily volume had increased with a re- 
sulting decrease in producing costs. 

Gas production costs were reviewed 
on approximately 20 percent of the 
current offshore gas production and 
revealed no noticeable change during 
the last year. These costs were in the 
range of previously published cost 
averages. There were no appreciable 
volume changes in the gas production 
reviewed. 

The reduction that can be made in 
producing and transportation costs 
through large scale activity offshore is 
pointed out by the recent completion 
of a fifty-mile 12-inch pipeline and an 
elaborate gathering system by one 
group of operators in the Ship Shoal 
area. A rate of offshore activity that 
will allow development of reserves and 
daily production to give a reasonable 
rate of return on this investment from 
lowered producing and transportation 





“Imagine! 
a men’s room!” 
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. . . Forgetting to install 


costs will materially reduce the cost of 
offshore operation. 

While the development of the con- 
tinental shelf in the Gulf of Mexico 
is still in the very early stages and 
determination of the future trend of 
costs is difficult to accurately predict, 
it is apparent that present experience 
continues to be attractive to many op- 
erators. 


Montgomery To Head Phillips’ 
Lafayette, Louisiana, Office 


T. M. Montgomery has been ap- 
pointed manager of the newly created 


Lafayette, Louisiana, division land and 
geological department of Phillips Pe- 
troleum Company. He is from Bartles- 
ville, Oklahoma. 


S. A. Spencer, of Houston, has been 
transferred to Lafayette as assistant 
division manager and division geolo- 
gist. 

R. J. Chambers, of Corpus Christi, 
was transferred to Houston as division 
manager. The promotion of B. C. 
Phillips to division geologist at Hous- 
ton was also made, and O. R. Keith 
was promoted to division geologist at 
Corpus . Christi. 
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ON LOCATION 
FOR WORKOVER 


A New Technique 


Underwater Well Completions 


By A. J. TUCKER and JOHN G. JACKSON, JR. 
Tucker, Jackson & Co. 


Part 1—Marine Operations 


HIS ARTICLE, the first of three, describes methods of underwater well completions in the ma- 
rine aspects. The second article will describe well - drilling, completion and workovers, with 


full blowout preventer control throughout. The third summarizes economics and risks, neither of 
which can be ignored. 


This is a specialized technique, requiring new equipment and skills not ordinarily found in 
the oilfields. The problem was approached backwards, designing for a major workover job, then 
projecting ahead to the site preparation for it. No doubt there are many other ways of com- 
pleting wells under water. This, however, is our idea of the events in the life of a submerged 
oilwell from spudding-in to abandonment. 


Patent procedures have been instituted for the developments described in this and the sub- 
sequent articles. 
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fig stovepipe caisson floating on the surface of the 
water is a steel tube 10 feet in diameter at the 
bottom and 4 feet in diameter at the top. On the end 
of the 10-foot section is a concrete ring—probably a 
stock sewer pipe section about 8 feet in length. It is 
attached to the caisson by steamboat ratchets and pelican 
hooks on four sides. The joint between them is water- 
tight. 

The assembly is floated on a number of sausage- 
shaped pontoons which are made of plastic balloons in 
fabric or cordage envelopes. Properly attached to the 
caisson, they provide horizontal flotation to get the 
unit from the assembly yard to the site. 


Setting drive pipe On arrival under the rig 
which is established on location, the flotation equip- 
ment is released so that the stovepipe will up-end and 
float under the rig derrick in a vertical position. The 
drive pipe—usually 30-inch—is then stabbed through 
the unit. The illustration shows that the sewer pipe 
has been modified to provide a combination center guide 
and reinforcing bar, as well as the pad eyes for the 
attachment. The divers feed the drive pipe through the 
center guide and into the ocean floor. The pile driver 
is put into operation and the drive pipe driven to 
refusal depth. The drilling proceeds; all of the sub- 
sequent operations in preparing the location are done 
independently of the rig. 





Drilling . . . The caisson is lowered by venting the 
flotation bags until the concrete ring rests in the mud. 
The level is controlled so that the concrete ring does not 
sink under the weight of the caisson. 

Depending on soil conditions and the wishes of the 
company, batter piling may be driven to provide addi- 
tional rigidity to the foundation assembly, so that the 
drive pipe will not be the sole support of the foundation. 

With the steel work installed, concrete is then poured 
into the annulus of the ring until a level floor is reached. 
When the concrete has set enough to prevent washouts 
from below, then the caisson is pumped dry so that 
the concrete can air cure. 

There are compelling reasons for providing a dry 
atmosphere during the drilling and completion. One 
of these is to provide for dry welding in sealing off 
casing tops under the well head. Another is so that 
direct supervision of the completion practices can be 
provided; tool pushers, farm bosses and engineers need 
not be skin-divers to carry out their responsibilities. 
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While the location work is proceeding, the anchors 
are set out to act as stays or shrouds for the caisson. 
With the rig on location, the top of the stopepipe can 
be stayed off against the legs of the rig without too much 
strain. But the anchors and chains form an important 
part of subsequent operations; at this time, the oppor- 
tunity is taken to get them set and the chains cut to 
proper length. 


Producing After the well head has been 
installed, the caisson can be taken on board the rig or 
towed away to be prepared for the next location. We 
show the producing well, buoyed, with the chains at- 
tached, to provide some protection against shrimp trawls 
and pipe line laying equipment. The illustration shows 
the flow line connected and a hydraulic pumping line 
installed. 

No one would care to be hampered by having to 
search for a diver if a flow line parts or a fire breaks out 
on the producing tanker. There is a hose line to the 
buoy at the surface which is connected to a piston or 
diaphragm valve to shut in the well in an emergency. 
It might be a hydraulic pump or a one-shot gas bottle 
which would activate the valve. 

The illustration shows that the entire well head has 
been enclosed in a plastic bag which is tied off with 
shrouds to the pad eyes on the foundation. The well 
head would be heavily greased with sharp edges of nuts 
and fittings covered with silicone putty. The bag is 
drawn over the top and the flow line openings in the side 
laced off. 

Then the bottom draw string is pulled up taut to 
make it watertight. Air pressure applied from the sur- 
face evacuates the water in the bag through a bottom 
purge valve. The purge valve is closed, the air pressure 
released at the surface. When the bag collapses under 
the pressure of the water, it will be forced into tight 
contact with the contours of the well head and form a 
seal against barnacles collecting on valve stems, water 
leaching out the grease and current flows eroding the 
steel. It may not be entirely watertight, but it will pre- 
vent any water circulation around the well head. 





PRODUCING 


VICING 





Servicing . . . This illustration shows the proposed 
method of completion for water deeper than 60 to 80 
feet. In order to get best efficiency from divers, the 
operating depth should be kept in this range. This is 


(Continued on next page) 
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well below the draft of steamers, and is well out of 
the range of major surface wave forces. 

The structural steel frame is fabricated with the an- 
nular ring. As in the shallow depth assembly, it is 
brought to location with the stovepipe and is sunk in 
the same fashion. The legs of the structure are hollow 
and when the unit is set up in its proper place, cement 
is pumped down the hollow legs to form a heavy footing 
for the structure. Piling may be driven along with the 
drive pipe to provide additional rigidity. Completion, 
removal of the caisson, and connecting flow lines are as 
before. 

We show here that service operations can be con- 
ducted by inflating the plastic cover and forming a 
diving bell. By servicing, we mean reading pressures, 
changing chokes, replacing valves, injecting chemicals 
or mere inspecting and greasing. These are operations 
which do not require heavy tools and equipment. At 
the same time, they should be done in a dry atmosphere 
so that salt water will not be injected into grease fittings, 
salt water will not be entrained in valves or pressure 
gauges or injected with chemical inhibitors. By provid- 
ing the diving bell, thus possibility of damage is re- 
duced. The plastic envelope which provides cover for 
the well head as well as forming the diving bell is 
inexpensive and can be replaced periodically if cut 
or abraded to the point of being useless as a diving bell. 


Workover . . . The workover caisson is very similar 
to the drilling caisson, except that it is more fully 
equipped and is rigged for hoisting. In this type of 
operation, the boat furnishes all power services such 
as lights, air ventilation, hydraulic pumping pressure 
for the hoisting cylinders, closed television circuit. for 
surface supervision. The well service equipment such as 
permanent well completion wire-line, mud and cement 
units, logging units, perforating units would be carried 
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to the site on deck and would not be a permanent 
installation on the boat unless the service demanded it. 

The caisson is floated to the site and landed, by ad- 
justing buoyancy. Guides (not shown) are installed on 
the bottom so that the foot of the caisson cannot strike 
the well head; when engaged with the concrete ring, it 
is lowered into position, the fastings made up and 
drawn taut by divers. Then, it is pumped out with 
the ejector. 

By establishing the well heads at an approximate 
equal level below the surface, one type of workover 
caisson can be universal, no matter what service organ- 
ization does the job. 


The working platform and top of the caisson should 
be about 15 feet above the water. Aside from merely 
pulling tubing to repair a hydraulic pump or to clean 
sand or paraffin, the hoist must be capable of removing 
tubing from the caisson to the boat and off-loading 
new tubing, valves or tools from the boat to the 
caisson. 


With a fixed stroke hydraulic cylinder type of lift, 
the hook has limited travel. Therefore, sections of wire 
line are fitted to each hauling part. When they are 
removed, the block travel is raised to lift over the edge 
of the caisson to burton with the boom on the boat. 
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On location for workover . The plan view 
of the location shows that the boat and the caisson are 
enclosed in a doughnut, composed of twelve sausages. 
These sausages are the same flotation bags which bring 
the caisson to the location. Since the caisson is large 
and awkward in shape, it will require six of them. The 
boat will carry that many as spares and it is no problem 
to hook them together to form a lee for the working 
unit. 

The bags are six feet in diameter and twenty feet 
long. They will float on the surface and will not sup- 
press the swells or wind waves. They will suppress 
cross-chop, whitecaps, eddies—the “confused and broken 
seas’ of mariners which create spray, uneasy boat mo- 
tions and the sudden surges that make material handling 
so difficult. The boat should work in a relatively placid 
atmosphere, similar to long rolling regular ground 
swells. 


The rest of the illustration shows that the boat is 
moored bow and stern to the same anchor system that 
forms the stays for the caisson. 
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apEClALIZE EQUIPMENT 


1 ARLES 


A hydraulic lift recently fabricated at the shops of Joe Stine, HYDRAULIC JACKS 

Inc., is shown during assembly. This particular unit has a 

cylinder O.D. of 12 feet, and a 100 ft. stroke. The construction of hydraulic equipment for use in off-shore 
‘ operations is a specidlty of Joe Stine, Inc. Hydraulic lift mecha- 

nisms, spudding devices, barge stabilizers, and similar assemblies 

are designed and constructed to order. 

Virtually any size equipment of this type can be constructed 
by Joe Stine, Inc., from a hydraulic jack of very small size to a 
lifting device of several feet in diameter. 

The cost of such equipment is relatively low at Joe Stine, 
Inc., due to construction economies made possible by the use of 
the Bowen-ITCO Seal Ring Assembly. 

High pressure cylinders can also be provided for jacks utiliz- 
ing up to 10,000 psi. and above. 


Off-shore equipment fabricating and repair from draw- 
works, pumps, and boiler feed units to mud conveyors, are regu- 
lar shop jobs at Joe Stine, Inc. Your strictest requirements in 
specialized equipment will be adhered to in our shops, and expert 
supervision will assure complete satisfaction. 


Write, wire, or phone... 


eee 6022 Chocolate Bayou Road 
A typical compound of engines and pumps rigged up, skid P. O. Box 14471 


A Houston 21, Texas 
JA 8-0591 
mounted and engineered at Joe Stine, Inc. 
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Cuba 


Stanolind To Undertake Big 
Cuban Exploration Program 


Offshore acreage is included in a 
contract which Stanolind Oil & Gas 
Company has negotiated with two 
Cuban firms to undertake the largest 
exploration program in the island’s 
history. 

Involved are 12,000,000 acres of 
land on the island and offshore, 
which Stanolind will have earned a 
half interest in upon spending $10 
million for exploration. Next year 
Stanolind will spend $2 million and 
may, at its option, keep the contract 
in force by spending the same 
amount, or drilling 40,000 feet of 
exploratory hole, each year for the 
next four years. 

The concession rights are held by 
Trans-Cuba Oil Company and 24 
companies managed by the Cuban 
Venezuelan Oil Voting Trust. 

Stanolind said it would start ex- 
ploration immediately. 


Florida 


California Company Slates 
Exploration on Vast Block 


Florida’s Gulf of Mexico coastline 
will get a long range exploration 
program under an agreement be- 
tween The California Company and 
Coastal Petroleum Company. 

Four and a half million acres, 
most of it in offshore leases, are in- 
volved in the deal. 

The California Company will earn 
half interest in the acreage by spend- 
ing up to $10 million on geophysical 
work and drilling on state leases 
Coastal Petroleum got in 1946. 

Acreage is in a 425-mile strip of 
offshore leases between Apalachicola 
in northern Florida down to six 
miles south of Naples. 

Included are 450,000 acres under 
Lake Okechobee in south Florida 
and under other lakes and rivers 
elsewhere in the state. 

If oil is found the companies will 
share equally in a 100,000-acre block 
around the discovery. 

The California Company gets 50 


per cent interest in the entire block 
by spending $10 million or continu- 
ing its program through 1966. 


France 


First European Offshore 
Test Being Drilled in Lake 


Esso Standard, S.A.F., is drilling 
the first overwater operation at- 


Louisiana 





tempted in Europe in the Lake of 
Biscarrosse in France. 

The test may expand the prolific 
Parentis field, now producing 13,000 
barrels daily from seven wells. 

Being drilled as the No. 11 Pa- 
rentis, it is a mile from shore on a 
1,350-square foot concrete slab. Two 
wooden auxiliary platforms bring 
total surface area to 8,900 square 
feet. 


Three Firms Take I+ All 


Stanolind, Hunt Oil, Hassie Hunt Trust 
jointly lease Terrebonne Parish tracts 


Stanolind Oil & Gas Company, 
Hunt Oil Company, and Hassie Hunt 
Trust joined together September 14 to 
lease 11,058 acres off Terrebonne Par- 
ish, Louisiana. 

They jointly bid more than $1 mil- 
lion in bonuses for seven parcels of 
land, all of which are in the Ship 
Shoal area, where Stanolind already 


Site for the first Louisiana Gulf Coast Oil Exposition, October 13-16, is 
Blackham Coliseum (domed), and adjoining buildings on the Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute campus at Lafayette. 


has extensive holdings. All but one 
tract adjoin the shoreline. 

The State Mineral Board had of- 
fered 22,012 acres in the sale, which 
netted exactly $1,002,707.71 in 
bonuses. 


Largest single bid was $377,600, 


(Continued on next page) 
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SHELL’S FIRST—This structure in East Bay, Block 42, near the mouth of the Mississippi is the Shell Oil Company’s 
first permanent, self-contained drilling platform off Louisiana. It stands as tall as a 50-story building—with 650 feet 
between the top of the derrick and the bottom of 460-foot piles. Twelve wells can be drilled from the platform, which 
cost more than $1,250,000. It is 197 feet long and 82 feet wide—two-thirds as long and one-half as wide as a football 
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bid on the east half of Block 40, with 
2,500 acres. 

The companies also bid $175,479.20 
for the east 2,444 acres of Block 23 
and $169,350 for the west 1,250 acres 
of the west 2,500 acres of Block 41. 

Other bids were: 

Block 23, east half of the west 
2,500 acres, $62,500. 

Block 40, east half of the west 
half of Block 40, $62,175. 

Block 22, 1,120 acres, $80,416. 

Block 41, east 1,250 acres of the 
west 2,500 acres, $75,187.51. 


First Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Oil Exposition Oct. 13-16 


The first Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Oil Exposition opens October 13 for 
a four-day run at Lafayette, Louis- 
ana. Crowds of 25,000 are expected 
daily for the exposition. 

More than 150 booths on the 
grounds of Southwestern Louisiana 
Institute in Lafayette will exhibit 
oil industry equipment. The show 
opens with a parade through down- 
town Lafayette at 1 p.m. Thursday, 
October 13, and closes at 6 p.m. 
Sunday. 

Entertainment will include the 
playing of Bernie Cummins and his 
orchestra at the Saturday night 
LAGCOE Queen selection and 
formal dance, a shrimp boil, a Fais 
do-do (mative French Acadian 
dance), and daily concerts by the 
Keesler Field Air Force Band. 

The Housing Committee, under 
Jack Francisco of Sun Oil Com- 
pany, is arranging hotel and motel 
accommodations. 


New Platform Designed 
For Water 200 Feet Deep 


A new drilling platform said to 
be capable of operating in water 200 
feet deep is designed so that the 
operator can add height or width as 
needed. 

Thus, a small platform for a wild- 
cat could be enlarged for the drill- 
ing of multiple wells and subse- 
quent installation of production 
equipment. 

Designed by W. Horace Williams 
Company, Inc., of New Orleans, it 
is described as permanent but te- 
claimable. 


Humble Sets Federal Test 
In Block 77 Off St. Mary 


A wildcat on federal acreage in 
the Eugene Island Block 77 area off 
St. Mary Parish will be drilled by 
Humble Oil & Refining Company. 

It is the No. 1 Federal OCSL 
0466, scheduled for a depth of 12,- 
000 feet. It is in Block 77. 
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Texas 


TRACTS LEASED SEPTEMBER 6 


GULF OF MEXICO 
Jefferson County 


Tract Part High Bidder Bid Acres 
23 5 NE/4 Continental Oil Co.......................-. $ 38,880 1,440 
271 NW/4 Continental Oil Co...........2.2000........ 38,880 1,440 
3 L SE/4 Continental Oil Co........2202222000000.... 25,200 1,440 
23L SW/4 Continental Oil Co...........202022..... 25,200 1,440 

Matagorda County 
447 L NW/4 Pure Oil Company........................ 26,352 1,440 
479 L NE/4 Pure Oil Company........................ 328,260 1,440 
479 L NW/4 Pure Oil Company........................ 59,760 1,440 
Willacy County 
1133S All Magnolia Petroleum ........................ 7,501 44l 
1139S All Magnolia Petroleum ........................ 14,307 841 
BAYS 
Carancahua Bay, Calhoun County 
295 All Aluminum Co. of America.............. 13,520 169 
296 All Aluminum Co. of America.............. 9,600 48 
297 All Aluminum Co. of America.............. 6,000 40 
Corpus Christi Bay, Nueces County 
328 All Union Oil Co. of Calif... 8,800 300 
330 All Blanco Oil Company........................ 42,750 285 
345 All Union Oil Co. of Calif.............02.... 21,150 320 
347 All Union Oil Co. of Calif..................... 76,000 320 
East Bay, Galveston County 
197 All a Se 64,260 756 
East Matagorda Bay, Matagorda County 
89 All Union Producing Company............ 13,499 665 
90 All Texas Gulf Sulphur.......................... 34,717 431 
91 All Texas Gall Selpher......................... 15,168 215 
105 All Texas Gulf Sulphur.......................... 51,552 640 
106 All Texas Gulf Sulphur.......................... 45,152 640 
107 All Texas Gulf Sulphur.......................... 53,968 670 
Galveston Bay, Galveston County 
90A All at ke 7,669 437 
91A All Humble Oil & Refg.....................-... 31,139 280 
97A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 101,174 640 
98A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 331,008 640 
99A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 228,544 640 
100A All calle pect oe gg, CS 11,232 640 
112A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 228,544 640 
113A All The Texas Compaay....................... 391,040 640 
114A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 228,544 640 
116A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 215,431 701 
117A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 228,544 640 
118A All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 101,184 640 
Matagorda Bay, Matagorda County 
197 All eg °c een 12,480 480 
305 All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 11,383 320 
306 All Humble Oil & Refg......................... 11,053 640 
307 All ieee OR & Rete......................... 17,005 640 
Red Fish Bay, Nueces County 
251 All Shell Oil Company.......................... 22,248 220 
252 All Shell Oil Company.......................... 32,322 320 
253 All Shell. Oil Company.......................... 6,496 320 
San Antonio Bay, Calhoun County 
124 All pO Be 71,756 640 
140 All Tide Water Asscc..........:....:........;.... 30,502 640 
Trinity Bay, Chambers County 
106 All Gulf Oil Corp SEES nero ee en 180,417 911 
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High Sulphur Bids 


GULF OF MEXICO 
Galveston County 


Tract Part High Bidder Bid 
2168 All Texas Gulf Sulphur................ $ 750,000 
2178S All Texas Gulf Sulphur................ 750,000 
2188 All Texas Gulf Sulphur................ 1,400,000 
219S All Texas Gulf Sulphur................ 1,400,000 
2258S All Texas Gulf Sulphur................ 1,400,000 
2268S All Texas Gulf Sulphur................ 1,400,000 
247L SE/4 Freeport Sulphur .................. 225,719 
247 L SW/4 Freeport Sulphur .................. 85,748 
249 L NE/4 Freeport Sulphur .................. 718,770 
249 L NW/4 Freeport Sulphur -................ 230,763 


Hurricane Gladys Halts 
Texas Offshore Drilling 


Hurricane Gladys, aimed at Tex- 
as before turning — into Mex- 
ico and causing tragedy there, upset 
offshore operations all along the 
Texas Coast. 

Twelve miles southeast of Galves- 
ton—with 15 to 20-foot waves pre- 
dicted—a site in Pure Oil Company's 
GAB 189 field was abandoned. Ten- 
foot seas were running September 5, 
when the motor vessel R. W. Mc- 
Ilvain (a converted LST) pulled out. 
Two days later work started again. 

The first venture to be drilled in 
federal waters off South Texas, At- 
lantic and Tide Water's No. 1 Fed- 
eral 726 (OCS), was not abandoned. 
Mr. Gus, Glasscock Drilling Com- 
pany’s mobile drilling platform, had 
33 men aboard as 70-mile winds and 
20-foot waves pounded it. The unit 
had ridden out worse storms. The 
12,000-foot prospector is 39 miles 
east of Corpus Christi and 13 miles 
off of St. Joseph Island. 

In Standard Oil Company of Tex- 
as’ Chevron field, about 25 miles 
southeast of Corpus Christi and 114 
miles off Padre Island, operations 
were suspended. On September 5 
personnel were pulled off the plat- 
form and the drilling tender Kermac 
I, belonging to Kerr-McGee Oil In- 
dustries, which was left to swing 
at anchor. 

A Standard of Texas official in 
Houston said the storm did no 
serious damage, but resumption of 
work was delayed by turned over 
mud sacks and recovery of four aa- 
chors, which had been dropped on 
bouys and broke loose. Work on 
straightening up began September 8. 

An onshore test on Padre Island, 
17Y, miles north of Port Isabel, was 
shut down because of the hurricane. 
It is Magnolia Petroleum Company's 
No. 1 Gilbert Kerlin, slated for a 
14,000-foot bottom. 
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Charter Change Proposed 
By Humble Oil & Refining 


A proposed change in the state 
charter of Humble Oil & Refining 
Company of Houston would make 
possible development of other nat- 
ural resources found in connection 
with petroleum operations. 


The firm has encountered sulphur 
deposits off the coast of Louisiana. 
A new Texas law permits adding 
to the purposes for which a com- 
pany is organized. 
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Geologists Searching Beneath Gulf Waters Fo 


Magnolia's research team uses skin-diving techniques 
to gather information for study on stratigraphic traps 








34 OFFSHORE 


ts For Secrets of Oil Traps 


HEN the oceans yield up more 

secrets of oil accumulation, 
scientists in bathing suits may de- 
serve part of the credit. 

At a laboratory near Dallas, Texas, 
a group of geologists are studying 
evidence from the ocean floor, much 
of it gathered by skin-diving with 
the aid of aqualungs. 

Currently, they also periodically 
make trips to the offshore area be- 
tween the Sabine River and High 
Island—an area about 35 x 35 miles 
—to gather information and speci- 
mens. 

Two years ago this month a team 
of the Magnolia Petroleum Company 
geologists made the first of their re- 
search expeditions in ‘the Gulf of 
Mexico. The scientists, led by Dr. 
Dan E. Feray, were from Magnolia’s 
Field Research Laboratories near 
Dallas, which is engaged in various 
exploration and production research 
projects for its affiliated company, 
Socony Mobil Oil Company, and 
other affiliates. 

They studied sediments deposited 
on the ocean bottom in comparative- 
ly recent geologic time in order to 
get clues as to how and where oil 
bearing sediments were deposited in 
ancient times. ; 

Aqualung diving techniques were 
highly developed for military pur- 
poses during World War II. Since 
the war, skin-diving has become a 
popular spot, and is now proving 
of use to industry. Among the oil 


companies Magnolia is pioneering in 
use of skin-diving for scientific re- 
search. 


Out 45 miles, down 65 feet... 
Operating from a 65-foot converted 
shrimp boat, the Cavalier, chartered 
for the expedition, the scientists 
worked in waters as deep as 65 feet 
and up to 45 miles offshore north 
and east of Galveston, Texas. 


They were not hunting for off- 
shore oil in the conventional sense. 
Offshore drilling locations are pres- 
ently spotted by essentially the same 
methods as are used on dry land. 

Instead the scientists were using 
the continental shelf as a gigantic 
field laboratory for their research 
project. 

Most of the oil fields so far 
discovered in the world are in 
“structural traps’—subsurface clos- 
ures formed by the folding and frac- 
turing of rock layers. But some of 
the biggest fields—the great East 
Texas field, for instance—have been 
in an entirely different kind known 
as “stratigraphic traps’’—sandstone 
bars or limestone reefs formed in 
ancient seas by the gradual deposi- 
tion of sediments. 

These reefs and bars — porous 
rocks surrounded by non-porous 
rocks—are extremely hard to find by 
conventional methods. Many of the 
big oil fields of this type have been 
found by accident, usually in the 
course of drilling for structural 
traps. 





Specimen gathering on the floor of 
the ocean. The instrument on the ge- 
ologist’s left wrist measures the depth 
of the water. 


Objective . . . One of the main ob- 
jectives of the study is to develop 
techniques for predicting the pres- 
ence and locations of limestone reefs 


(Continued on next page) 





Scientists in bathing. suits put out a 
dredge which will scoop specimens 
from the bottom of the Gulf. Left to 
right are Rex White, Jr., Dr. Dan 
Feray, and Dick Millis. 


Rex White, Jr., reaches for a sand dollar 35 feet below the surface. With him are other geologists from the Field 


Research Laboratory. 
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Skin - divers ex- 
amining tanks of 
compressed air 
before going 
below. 
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and sandstone bars in ancient rock 
formations. 


The researchers think, for instance, 
that minute differences in the com- 
position of the ancient sediments 
may provide clues that will point the 
way to the location of stratigraphic 
traps. 

Studying the environment in 
which sediments have been deposited 
in recent geologic times offers evi- 
dence for understanding how an- 
cient sediments were formed. To 
help identify these environments, the 
scientists collected samples of star- 
fish, snails, shellfish, and other ma- 
rine and plant life found on and 
under the ocean floor. To get 
the samples they needed for an- 
alysis, the scientists used three prin- 
cipal techniques—diving, dredging 
and coring. 

They used a dredge consisting of 
an ordinary fish net mounted in a 
steel mouth with teeth along the 
underside. It looked, as one of the 
scientists put it, like a square-headed 
shark. 

Towing the dredge from the stern 
of the boat, at points selected on a 
master chart of the exploration area, 
the researchers brought up 300 
pounds or so of sediments and ma- 
rine life in each haul. They stored 
samples of the catch in steel cans, 
carefully labelled by location, for 
later analysis at the laboratories. 


Core takers of the ocean floor... 
Dredging brought up samples from 
the surface of the ocean floor. To 
get samples of older sediments, sev- 
eral feet below the surface, the scien- 
tists used a coring barrel—an eight- 
foot steel pipe enclosing a plastic 
liner—which was lowered over the 
side, weighted on top, and plunged 
into the bottom. Later the plastic 
tubes containing the cores were 
pulled out of the pipe and stowed 
away for study at the laboratories. 

Skin-diving made it possible great- 
ly to extend the range of underwater 
information the scientists could col- 
lect. They observed marine flora and 
fauna at first hand. They used dan- 
delion diggers to loosen some of the 
specimens from the sand and corral 
bottoms and brought them to the 
surface in gunnysacks. They took 
photographs with a camera mounted 
in a watertight case. Underwater 
notes on their observations were 
made by writing with wax pencils 
on plastic slates strapped to their 
thighs. 

Using a device called a current- 
meter, the divers calculated the force 
of underwater currents which dump 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Direct visual evidence of improvement is seen in the photos above, which compare the amount of calcareous coating formation on the cath- 
ode metal around the bare and coated anodes after equal exposure to sea water. 
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Is good enough when you want 
Power, Dependability and 
longer life. 





Suavrettle BATTERIES 


The dependability and long life of Surrette Batteries is no accident but 
the result of many years research and experience. Hundreds of users 
report 100%, greater life than other makes with the least amount of care. 
Don't be misled by the often used sales pitch "Just as good for less 
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(Continued from page 36) 


sediments into the Gulf, so that 
these currents could be plotted on 
the master chart along with other 
data from the survey. 


The still floor . . . It was very 
quiet on the ocean floor. One of the 
geologists said he could hear the 
click of clams shutting their shells 
as the divers approached. 


Occasionally, though, the quiet 
was shattered by the sound of dyna- 
mite explosions. Another oil com- 
pany, making a seismic survey, was 
setting off the charges a dozen miles 
away. On the surface the scientists 
on the Cavalier could see columns of 
water rise 30 or 40 feet in the air 
as the charges went off, but they 
couldn’t hear the explosions. 

The noise could be clearly heard 
underwater. ‘First time I heard the 
sound,” one of the scientists on the 
expedition said, “I thought someone 
had knocked on my air tank with a 
metal tool. I looked around, think- 
ing one of the other divers was try- 
ing to give me a signal. There wasn’t 
anyone near me. 


The fish were more gregarious 
than the clams—except for one 
species that nosedived into the sand 
at the approach of the divers. Red 
snapper, angelfish, sheephead, trig- 
gerfish, and many beautifully colored 
tropical fish swam up and nudged 
the divers’ face masks, not at all 
alarmed by the presence of the in- 
truders. 


For better vision . . . Two of the 
geologists were near-sighted. But 
because of the way the light is re- 
fracted in the water, or the pressure 
of the water itself, or for some other 
reason, neither needed glasses under- 
water. The two near-sighted men 
could see better om the ocean floor 
than people with normal vision can 
see in the open air. 

But adventure beneath the Gulf 
surface is only part of the labor of 
research. Sorting and analyzing ma- 
terial collected is a major task. 

The clues which may some day 
help locate stratigraphic traps may 
come from answers to questions such 
as these: Why do certain marine ani- 
mals live only in mud? Why do 
others live only in sand, and still 
others only in shell debris? Why is 
the bottom of the sea coral in one 
place, mud in another, and sand 
only a short distance away? 

Some of the answers may already 
be in the notebooks of the geolo- 
gists at the Field Research Labora- 
tories. They're not saying. 
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Oil and the Sea Scientists 


plane times each year a vessel 
unusual by offshore oil industry 
concepts slips out into the Gulf of 
Mexico on business. The ship can’t 
elevate its deck, sink its hull, or tow 
giant structures which do. It doesn’t 
haul crude, mud, pipe, or water. 

It doesn’t even have a helicopter 
landing platform. 

Even so, A. A. Jakkula would de- 
light the heart of an old time sailor- 
man. The ship of the Texas A & M 
Research Foundation, it is a 120- 
foot-long, three-masted schooner. 

Although it is not seeking pipe 
line crude, it will be doing pure re- 
search which may some day aid oil 
men in their quests. Aboard each 
time it puts to sea are scientists who 
seek to make the Gulf of Mexico let 
loose of some of its secrets. 

Like many. other sciences, ocean- 
ography—the study of the seas and 
their boundaries—owes such of its 
growth in the Gulf Coast area to the 
search for oil. And that despite the 
fact that the study of the sea has 
much to offer commerce, many coast- 
al industries, and the armed forces. 

In 1950 there was only one phy- 
sical or meteorological oceanograph- 
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er in the Gulf Coast region. This 
year the Department of Oceano- 
graphy of the Agricultural and Me- 
chanical College of Texas will teach 


which the oil and oyster industries 
of Louisiana first became embroiled 
in in 1933 has benefitted oilmen, 
oystermen, and oceanographers. 


courses to an estimated 75 students. 


! By 1954, when the feud was 21 
The department is five years old. 


years old, more than 100 suits in- 
volving 30 million dollars-plus had 


(Continued on next page) 


Oysters vs. oil Dissension 
can lead to progress, and the feud 





On this Sun Oil Company pier near Caplen, Texas, is a complete set of instru- 
ments for measuring currents, waves, tides, winds, and sea and air tempera- 
tures. The data is used to study transfer processes operating at the ocean 


boundaries, for an A & M research project sponsored by the Office of Naval 
Research. 
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. . » The Gulf of Mexico just won’t stand still for a detailed analysis, so 
A & M scientists put to sea in search of the wave-tossed facts... 





Magnolia Petroleum Company drilling platform approximately 20 miles off 
Louisiana and 60 miles from Morgan City. On the platform is located a hinged 
piling used by the A & M sea scientists for measurement of wave forces. 
The project is supported by a group of oil companies. 


7 


x 


* 


Two members of the Department of Oceanography of Texas A & M College 
collecting a sample of bottom sediment. They are aboard the A. A. JAKKULA, 
oceanographic research vessel of the Texas A & M Research Foundation. With 
all types of oceanographic equipment aboard, the vessel has spent nearly 
300 days studying the waters of the Gulf of Mexico. 
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been lodged by oystermen who 
claimed oil operations were ruining 
their product. 

Gulf Oil Corporation, late in 
1946, started studies of how oil 
drilling and exploration affected 
oysters. In 1947-48 the Texas A & M 
Research Foundation was retained 
by several large oil companies to 
lead a large—and impartial—re- 
search program. 

For three years an average of 
more than 45 workers delved into 
the affairs and innards of the Cras- 
sostrea virginica (or oyster) to find: 


1) If oil killed the beast of the 
bayous. 

2) If oil didn’t, what did. 

3) What could be done about it. 

Researchers, among other things, 
immersed oysters in oil, set off dyna- 
mite near their beds, built and used 
aquarium-sized oyster beds of drill- 
ing mud, and invented an instrument 
which recorded every opening and 
closing of six oysters over a period 
of three years. 

At the end of three years the 
scientists could report: 

1) Oil didn’t kill the oysters. 

2) Dermocystidium marinum, a 
voracious fungus, did. 

They were still working on the 
means of protecting the oysters. 

So the oyster industry knew its 
dreaded enemy, the oil industry had 
new friends, and interest in setting 
up a school for future oceanograph- 
ers for the Gulf Coast area was 
aroused. 


The waves came . . . The oyster- 
oil ruckus was just one thing which 
pointed up the need for a central 
agency to do research and train 
oceanographers. 

In October, 1949, a storm in Gulf 
waters off Louisiana damaged several 
structures—Pure Oil Company alone 
had losses exceeding $200,000. 

As pointed out by Dale F. Leipper, 
now head of the A & M Department 
of Oceanography, the storm showed 
that one primary oceanographic 
question must be answered for the 
offshore industry: 


For each given drill site, what is 
the maximum elevation of wave crest 
above the bottom which is probable? 

Some of the platforms damaged in 
the 1949 storm hadn’t been high 

(Continued on page 58) 
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Above: A drilling platform built by the Gulfport Shipbuilding 
Corporation for a major oil company. Left: The CYPRESS, 85’8” 
x 21'2” vessel built by Gulfport to transport crews and light sup- 
plies to offshore drilling sites. 
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Scene in the Chevron field off Padre Island and South Texas. On location at drilling platform “C” is the tender 
KERMAC 1, owned by Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc. 


Standard of Texas’ 


Chevron Field 


ITHIN a month third and 
fourth pays have been added to 
the Lone Star State’s oldest and larg- 
est offshore oil field—Standard Oil 
Company of Texas’ Chevron field, 
30 miles southeast of Corpus Christi. 
Both discoveries were shut-in gas 
vvells, with one drilled from a plat- 
form and one directionally from on 
shore. 

Third pay was opened by No. 22 
State Tract 951, which tested at the 
rate of 1,700,000 feet of gas daily, 
plus some distillate, through a 
14/64-inch choke and perforations 
between 8,256-72 feet. 

Drilled directionally from Padre 
Island to a point beneath the Gulf, 
it was the fourth shut-in gas well 
for the field, which has three oilers 
producing an aggregate 480 barrels 
of oil daily. 

Fourth discovery well was No. 
947-28 State, drilled offshore in State 


(Continued on next page) 
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View beneath derrick floor on platform “C,” showing location of present and 
future wellheads, In right foreground is conductor casing for an undrilled well. 
Center is christmas tree on a recently completed shut-in gas strike. Second 
from left, behind structural brace, is the blowout preventer on the hole now 
drilling. At far left is another conductor casing. 


43 














Deck of the drilling tender looking towards rig on drilling platform “C” in the 
Chevron field. Airplane tires on deck were brought out to replace tires lost in 
high seas caused by Hurricane Gladys in Mexico. 


Tract 947. It flowed 1,035,000 cubic 
feet of gas daily plus 10 barrels of 
distillate through a Y-inch choke 
and perforations between 9,612-14 
feet. 

The Standard of Texas field is 114 
miles off the shore of Padre Island. 
It was opened in 1954 with comple- 
tion on July 2 of No. 948-53 State 
for a daily potential of 373 barrels 
of oil through a 9/64-inch choke 
and perforations between 7,760-66 
feet. Pay had been topped at 7,484 
feet. 

The test, in 48 feet of water, was 
the first to be drilled in the rough 
coastal area off South Texas. In State 
Tract 948, it was drilled from a plat- 
form by Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, 
Inc., which has drilled all the off- 
shore holes to date. 


Current Status . . . Since the first 
discovery, Standard of Texas has 
completed five wells from platforms 
in the Gulf and three directional 
tests from Padre Island. Three gas 
pays below the one oil horizon have 


been tapped. One gas pay has three 
wells. 

The company has completed wells 
in State Tracts 945, 947, 948, 949, 
and 951. 

The gassers are described as nor- 
mal Frio gas wells, with possible 
absolute open flows of 15-30 million 
cubic feet daily. 

Reservoir type is as yet undeter- 
mined, but drive is assumed to be by 
dissolved gas. Traps are formed by 
faulting in the Frio formation. 
Faults are so numerous there is no 
trend. 

A development test in tract 945 
and a 10,000-foot wildcat in tract 
947 are now being drilled. 

The company has three four-well 
platforms in the Chevron field, with 
one of them, platform “A,” com- 
pletely drilled up. A 10-inch flow 
line leads from the “A” structure to 
Padre Island. The second well for 
platform “C” is being drilled, and 
the next may be drilled from the 

(Continued on page 46) 


... with eight wells, four pays... 


. « « a2-mile skid in 27 minutes... 
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“B” platform, Tender ship is a con- 
verted YF (280' x 58’), Kermac I. 


Directional tests . . . From Padre 
Island three wells have been drilled 
directionally for distances from 
2,800 feet to 4,100 feet out under 
the Gulf. Even with deviations up to 
34 degrees, there has been only one 
fishing job to date—and it was in a 
33 degree hole. A fourth directional 
test is being put down by Holmes 
Drilling Company, of Houston, 
which has drilled all the wells from 
the island. 

Lime-base emulsion mud is used 
for all the Chevron holes—in the be- 
lief that it is a better mud for direc- 
tional drilling as well as makes it 
possible to control salt water better. 

Hard-packed sands on Padre Isl- 
and have helped in changing sites. 
In one case a rig was skidded two 
miles in 27 minutes. 

Standard of Texas now has an off- 
shore office in the district produc- 
tion office department headquarters 
at Corpus Christi. 


The company keeps two contracted 
crew boats working in the Chevron 
field, with three regular trips a week 
and one boat always on site. It 
also has a converted LCT, the F. C. 
Love, as supply ship. Drilling crews 
work 12-hour tours and stay out one 
week at a time. 

Docking facilities are 250 feet of 
frontage at the Conn-Brown Dock 
at Aransas Pass. 

Brown & Root built the 10-inch 
flow line from the “A” platform to 
Padre Island, where it connects with 
two 2,000-barrel tanks. From there 
it is trucked to Flower’s Bluff. Even- 
tually six-inch lines will connect the 
other platforms to the “A” platform. 


Aside .. . As a sidelight, the fish- 
ing from the platforms is good, with 
catches including 54-lb. Ling, 23-Ib. 
Snappex, 25-lb. King, 10-lb. Mack- 
erel, and 18-lb. Redfish. The public 


is not allowed on the platforms, 
however. 


. --@ 10-inch line to Padre Island... 
.. . Ling, Snapper, King, Mackerel. 
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Offloading pipe from the KERMAC I to the supply boat F. C. LOVE, which was about to leave for base at Aransas 
Pass after bringing out a load of supplies. F. C. LOVE is a converted LCT, KERMAC I a converted YF. 





Petroleum engineer Mathis, left, and 
M. H. Brown, head tool pusher for 
Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc., on 
drilling platform “C,” site of the 
current offshore test. 





Petroleum engineer James W. Mathis 
at the radio in the engineer’s quarters 
on the KERMAC I. Both engineer’s 
and tool pusher’s quarters on the 
tender have radio facilities. 
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Below: The new CALCASIEU carries twin GM 6-110 diesel engines 
developing 600 hp. 
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© The fourth self-propelled barge to be built by Burton Construction & Shipbuilding Com- 
pany, Port Arthur, Texas, for offshore oilfield service with the Twenty Grand’ Towing 
Company of Morgan City, La., the 120-foot CALCASIEU is equipped with two GM Model 
6-110 diesels—from Kennedy Marine Engine Company. Like many other successful op- 
erators, Twenty Grand Towing Company has come to depend on Kennedy—and GM— 
for dependable power installations. 





_ = oe, | 
i | Oi Pg yo —-. = 3 


Distributors of General Motors Diesels, Onan Gas- 
oline and Diesel Electric Plants, Bendix Depth Re- 
corders, Surrette Marine Batteries. Call today for 
quick service. 


Cor. REYNOIR & JACKSON STS. 
Phone 2-153! 
BILOXI, MISS. 
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Pioneers of Offshore Gathering Lines 
Faced Unusual Difficulties 


Waves, Organisms, 
Corrosion—All Were 


Offshore Obstacles 


¢ bee MARINE Gathering Com- 
pany of Houston, Texas, was 
the pioneer in one of the most un- 
usual and interesting phases of the 
pipeline industry. 

When the major oil companies 
first completed gas and gas-con- 
densate wells in their exploration of 
the Continental Shelf off Texas and 
Louisiana, the problem of transport- 
ing this production ashore became 
one which posed many questions to 
which satisfactory answers had to be 
furnished before an effort could be 
made to realize returns on the in- 
vested capital. 

First, a suitable method of laying 
the line itself had to be devised. 
Techniques which had been devel- 
oped through the years for laying 
lines on shore were not suited for 
this type of installation. Some of the 
methods used in laying lines in bays, 
across rivers, and through swamps 
had considerable merit but required 
adaptation for use in the unprotected 
waters in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Second, the problem of suitable 
protection, after laying, against the 
forces of corrosion required serious 
consideration. 
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Picture of a trio of firsts: first string of pipe heading to sea in 1950 to begin 
construction on Marine Gathering Company’s first submerged pipe line, which 
was also the first line to be laid into the unprotected waters of the Gulf of 


Mexico. 


Third, means of protection from 
the attack of marine organisms had 
to be devised. 

The Marine Gathering Company 
was formed in 1950 by a small group 
of enterprising Houston businessmen 
and engineers who felt that the suita- 
ble answers to the above problems 
could be found. These men were G. 


Burton Liese, president of Marine; 
Philip C. Dixon, vice president; and 
John H. Blaffer, president of Com- 
merce Oil Company. 

After successfully negotiating con- 
tracts with The Pure Oil Company 
for the purchase of their gas reserves 
off Vermilion Parish, Louisiana, and 
Tennessee Gas Transmission Com- 





The tug E. M. HARTRICK towing the first section of pipe into place at Pure 
Oil Company’s “A” platform in the Rollover field. 
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By ROBERT C. LEDFORD 
The Marine Gathering Company 


pany for the sale of the gas once 
it had been brought ashore and 
processed, Marine was ready to start 
the actual design and construction of 
the necessary submarine pipelines. 

The first pipeline laid by Marine 
extended 91, miles into the Gulf of 
Mexico and was constructed of eight- 
inch schedule 60 seamless API-5LX 
steel pipe. Mill inspection on this 
pipe was rigorous and many lengths 
were rejected. To provide corrosion 
protection the pipe was mechanically 
cleaned and wrapped with two wrap- 
pings of Fiberglas between layers of 
1/16-in, plasticized enamel. Since the 
pipe weighed 38.25 pounds per foot, 
it had a specific gravity of 1.35 and, 
therefore, required no additional 
means of weighting to achieve sta- 
bility when buried in the mud on the 
bottom of the Gulf. 

This line was laid by Submarine 
Pipeline Construction Company of 
Port Lavaca, Texas. 

In essence Submarine’s laying tech- 
nique consisted of welding together 
sections of pipe on shore, testing, 
plugging, and installing pontoons 
to give buoyany for towing. The 
buoyed sections were then towed to 
the line location, pontoons removed 
and the line section lowered to the 
bottom of the Gulf. As each new 
line section was brought to the loca- 
tion and aligned, a weld was made 
to connect the new section to the 
one previously placed. After com- 
pleting the line and testing hydro- 
statically, a jet trenching device 
developed by Submarine was used 
to bury the line a minimum 
depth of three feet below the ocean 





Personnel quarters at one of the Roll- 
over platforms, 
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floor. This Rollover line No. 1 was 
placed in operation early in 1951 and 
has continued to operate in a satis- 
factory manner since that time. 

In June of 1953 Marine constructed 
its second line in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico off Vermilion Parish, Louisiana. 
This line was a 1034-in. O. D. line 
approximately ten miles long which 
was laid to gather the gas and liquid 
hydrocarbons from the Phillips-Kerr- 
McGee Rollover Field. 


The lapse of time between the con- 
struction of the first and second lines 
was chiefly occasioned by the contro- 
versy which existed over ownership 
of the submerged lands on the Conti- 
nental Shelf, all the details of which 
have not been resolved to date. 

The delay, however, had not been 
without its helpful aspects, since it 
gave a sufficient period of time to 
observe the performance of the first 
line and make improvements if re- 
quired. 

The second line was constructed 
by J. Ray McDermott & Company, 
Inc., of Harvey, Louisiana. Their 
method of constructing the line con- 
sisted of placing an anchored weld- 
ing barge on the pipeline alignment 
with sufficient anchors and winches 
installed so that it was possible to 
move the lay barge along the pipe- 
line alignment by paying off anchor 
lines astern and taking up anchor 
lines forward. The welding barge 
was equipped with an inclined ramp, 
so that launching the pipe over the 
stern minimized the deflection in 
reaching the bottom of the Gulf and 
assuming its final position. Welding 
and inspection stations were estab- 
lished at five positions along the 
ramp so that line up, stringer bead, 
filler weld, radiograph and final joint 
coating and wrapping work pro- 
ceeded on an assembly line basis. The 
McDermott Company had developed 
their techniques to a high degree and 
were thus able to lay as much as 
8,000 feet of pipe in a twenty-four- 
hour period. 


Since the pipe used on the second 
project was API-SLX-42 with .365 
wall thickness, it was necessary to 
provide additional weight on the 
line in order to achieve the same 
degree of stability as that of the 
original line. It was, therefore, de- 
cided that over the conventional cor- 
rosion protection wrapping there 
would be placed a 114-in layer of 





Pipe pe se the Phillips-Kerr-Mc- 
Gee “A” platform in June, 1953, dur- 
ing construction of Marine’s 
Number 2, 


line 


Rosson-Richards ‘“Wate-Kote” which 
gave a final total weight per linear 
foot of 90.47 pounds or a specific 
gravity of 1.45. 

In addition to the above protected 
measures taken, cathodic protection 
designed by Cathodic Protection 
Service of Houston, Texas, has been 


(Continued on next page) 





Pure Oil Company’s “B” platform in 
the field was added to Marine Gather- 
ing’s system by line Number 3, Stand- 
by ship is a converted YMS. 
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EXPLORATION - PRODUCTION 


R. L. "Red" Shibley 
HOmestead 5-4122 


1702 Longacre Drive 
Houston, Texas 








MARINE SERVICE CO. 


BOAT RENTALS 


J. D. "Johnny" Wiech 
HOmestead 5-5480 





installed on these lines and subse- 
quent observations and inspections 
indicate that this system provides 
perfect protection even at points on 
the vertical risers at the platform 
ends where storm-borne floating de- 
bris has upon occasion damaged the 
coating. 

The original cathodic protection 
installed was a sacrificial magnesium 
anode system because a dependable 
source of power was unavailable. 
This entailed intermediate anode 
bed locations to be installed between 
the platforms and shore. However, 
recently the entire system has been 
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converted to rectifier-durion installa- 
tion which eliminated troublesome 
and expensive maintenance of inter- 
mediate beds. 

Marine has recently completed ap- 
proximately three miles of 6-in. and 
10-in. loop lines which gather into 
the system further production of The 
Pure Oil Company and which were 
designed in a manner similar to that 
described above. These lines were 
constructed by Sam Carline, Inc., of 
Berwick, Louisiana, and were placed 
in operation in July of this year. 


Texas Leases... 
(Continued from page 19) 
Humble Oil & Refining Company. 

The lease sale also included sur- 
veyed school land and acreage under 
rivers. 

Of 98 tracts offered for oil lease, 
45 were bid upon. 

The sale was the board’s first 
major offer for sulphur development. 
Sulphur deposits have been found in 
salt domes of Louisiana by Humble 
Oil & Refining Company, but the 
mineral has not been produced from 
submarine fields as yet. 
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17 -- Soil Shear Loading Capacity 


Offshore Mobile Drilling Units 


by RICHARD J. HOWE 
Shell Oil Company 


IV — Foundation Characteristics* 


S DISCUSSED in the classifica- 
tion section published earlier in 
Offshore, all present-day mobile 
units are either supported by piling, 
hulls, or a combination of the two. 
The method of support can be 
further divided into lateral and ver- 
tical support. 

In the case of vertical piling sup- 
port, a qualified soil-mechanics con- 
sultant can predict with a good de- 
gree of accuracy the initial, final, and 
pulling resistance of circular piling 
if soil profiles are available. 

A typical set of piling-capacity 
curves is presented in Figure 15. It 
should be emphasized that these 
curves do not apply to any particular 
soil and the relationship between the 
values would vary from soil to soil. 

The lateral behavior of piling can 
also be predicted with a fair degree 
of accuracy. One approximate 





*Excerpt of a paper presented by Mr. 
Howe before the Offshore Session of 
the API Southwestern Division Meet- 
ing in New Orleans. This is the last 
of a series. 
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method which has been used is to 
assume an equivalent point of fixity 
at some distance below the mud line 
and calculate the stresses and deflec- 
tions by neglecting the soil resistance 
above the point of fixity. Another 
approach, which considers the pile 
as a bean whose loading is propor- 
tional to deflection, utilizes the con- 
cept of a soil modulus. In gen- 
eral, the soil modulus is a function 
of type of soil, depth, pile di- 
ameter, and deflection. One analytical 
method assumes that the soil mod- 
ulus is constant. This assumption 
makes it possible to obtain a general 
solution for the moment, shears, and 
deflections. 

Perhaps the best method for pre- 
dicting the lateral behavior of piling 
has been summarized by Gleser, Ma- 
son, and Palmer, in recent papers. 
The papers are: 

Gleser, Sol M.: “Lateral Load 
Tests on Vertical Fixed-Head and 
Free-Head Piles.” ASTM Preprint 
95d, 1954. 

Mason, H. G., and Bishop, J. A.: 
“Piles Subjected to Lateral Thrust- 


Measurement of Earth Pressure and 
Deflection Along the Embedded Por- 
tion of a 40-Foot Steel Pile.’”” ASTM 
Preprint 95, 1954. 

Palmer, L. A., and Brown, P. P.: 
“Piles Subjected to Lateral Thrust- 
Analysis of Pressure Deflection, Mo- 
ment, and Shear by the Method of 
Difference Equations.” ASTM Pre- 
print 96. 

They describe a difference-equa- 
tion approach which is perfectly gen- 
eral in that variable soil moduli and 
pile section moduli can be intro- 
duced. If the values of the soil mod- 
ulus can be evaluated accurately for 
soils and pile sizes by different 
means of full-scale testing and soil 
sampling, the difference-equation 
method will become very valuable to 
offshore designers. A set of typical 
lateral deflection and bending mo- 
ment curves is shown in Figure 16. 

The vertical capacity of hulls or 
bearing plates is also an item of con- 
siderable importance. Here again, a 
qualified person can predict the 


(Continued on next page) 
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FLOATING DRYDOCK 


Repairs on boats up to 140’ in length, 
barges up to 180’ in length and 40’ wide. 


CONRAD INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Box 790 Phones: 2230 








2353 
MORGAN CITY 2579 LOUISIANA 
135-FOOT 
SUPPLY 
SHIP 


Designed and built for offshore service 


@ Designed to carry 3,500 barrels of drilling water to offshore rigs, 
haul a similar amount of crude oil back 


@ Capable of carrying two large stacks of range 3 drill pipe 


@ Will do offshore towing of drilling barges and tenders, act as standby 
tug 


SEA SERVICE, Inc. 


P. O. BOX 51 PHONE FI 1-4450 


HARVEY, LOUISIANA 











/ 
HaRDINawd FERGUSON. INC. 


EstAscisneo (868 


Insurance 








BROKERS ® ADJUSTERS ® AGENTS 


HE "Yeu Onbeans Udust Insurance Won 








amount of settlement for a given soil 
profile and loading for large surface 
areas, but some additional work is 
necessary in the transition zone be- 
tween piling and large bearing sur- 
faces, 

The lateral capacity of hulls is a 
problem which also needs more 
study. One general approach which 
has been used is to assume that the 
clay materials will fail at a certain 
shear loading more or less inde- 
pendently of the vertical load and 
that sand will support lateral loads 
as a function of the normal force and 
the coefficient of friction. This ap- 
proach is illustrated by Figure 17 
where the shear loads are plotted for 
both endwise and broadside storm 
approaches. When the unit is rest- 
ing on clay, the shear capacity re- 
mains constant as indicated by the 
vertical clay-capacity curve. In the 
case illustrated, the unit would move 
in all water depths under broadside 
storm approach and only in the 
greater depths for endwise approach 
if it were resting on clay. Because 
the sand-capacity curves are a func- 
tion of the loading of the unit, one 
is given for the unit in the light 
and heavy loaded conditions. The 
sand capacity also tends to decrease 
slightly in deeper water as the result 
of the increased displacement. Ad- 
ditional operating experience is 


needed to obtain some quantitative 
information and determine if this 
general approach is sound. 





“Tomorrow’s your turn to walk the 
pooch!” 
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FRESH WATER --- ON LOCATION! 


When the winds blow, and the waves rise, it can be 
pleasant to realize that one old worry is over. To 
owners of MECO distillation units, that is. They do 
not have men out trying to bring a water barge along- 
side a tender or platform. Notice the diesel powered 
unit pictured at the right. Compact, efficient, de- 
pendable, thoroughly proven. Materials: Non-ferrous, 
and of any alloy you prefer. Output: Any size you 
need. We are specialists at producing fresh water 








from seawater. Let us know your requirements. 





> - 


Manufac tured by: This 300 GPH Unit is installed, and operating continuously 
at rated output, on the Drilling Tender JACK CLEVERLEY. 


MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 


861 Carondelet St. NEW ORLEANS MAgnolia 7271 


-- |BURTON-BUILT... 


9’ moulded depth 
30’ beam 


ie For the OFFSHORE OIL INDUSTRY 











6-110 GM 


diesel engines 


Speed: 
14 mph 







Auxiliaries: 
Two 30 kw (110-220) 


a-c aenerators 
4-in. ballast pump 
3-in. F & B pump 
3-in. F.O. pump 
F.W. pressure set 
S.W. pressure set 
Two air compressors 
Anchor windlass 
''/g-in. chain 
Towing winch 


Appliances: 


All electric—stove, 
pong ste The GEO. FALGOUT 
po fensiath This 125-foot self-propelled barge was designed, engineered and constructed especially for offshore 

duty. Powered with twin tandem 6-110 GM diesel engines, supplied by Stewart & Stevenson 

Services, Inc., of Houston, Texas, the GEO. FALGOUT has a speed of 14 mph and is ideally suited 


Accommodations: 


Captain's quarters for oilfield hauling. Delivered to the Falgout Boat Company of Galveston, Texas, the GEO. FALGOUT 
_— is typical of the fine craftsmanship and "know-how" that goes into every Burton-built boat. 
Cargo: 
MAKE SURE YOURS IS BUILT BY BURTON! 
Cargo capacity, : : 
0'tons Marine Railway - Propeller Reconditioning Shop 


Construction: 


P. O. Box 1712 Phone 2-6496 


All-steel 
itm Genk platieg vetoes 5 10 gi ek me NC 
——— SHIPBUILDING Co. ILIV. 


5/16” bulkheads 
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me SURE TO Spe Mobile Units And Tenders 
that it’s Gulf Coast Area 


WHERE YOU GET ALL 
T 4 R € 5 OWNER Name Water Depth Present Status 


Mobile Rigs In Operation 











Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. Rig 40 Moving to Block 50, Bre- 
Barnsdall-Hayward Design, ton Sound area, for Cities 
e DRILL PIPE JUNK SHOT 13’ x 54’ x 160’, with two Service 
13’ x 14’ x 110’ pontoons 
e MAGNETIC FISHING TOOLS Cage Sorte i. Inc. Rig 44 Block 33, Ship Shoal area, 
. ayward-Wolff D i : for Kerr-McG d Phil- 
© DIAMOND CORE BARREL MAGNET 9 ayrarttpolt Design. ee 
two 13%’ x 18% x 140’ 
pontoons 
Ocean Drilling & Exploration “Mr. Charlie’ 35’ Drilling for Shell, Block 
, Company 27, South Pass Area 
Available Hayward-Laborde Design, 
14’ x 74’ x 220’, with 10’ x 
in 30’ x 50’ pontoons (2) 
popular The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Leased to Humble, at 
DeLong Design, 8%’ x No.1 Grand Isle 
sizes 70’ x 203’ with 12 6’ dia. 
caissons 
from The Offshore Company Mobile Unit 58’ ‘Drilling for Phillips 
most DeLong Design, 13%’ x No. 2 
117’ x 220’, with 14 6’ dia. 
fishing caissons 
tool American Tidelands, Inc. “ai" Undergoing repairs at 
00 Alexander Shipyard De- New Orleans 
; sign, 12’ x 74’ x 200’ with 
companies four pontoons 
C. G. Glasscock Drilling Co. “Mr. Gus” 83’ Drilling for Atlantic and 
Bethlehem Design, 15’ x Tide Water, Port Aransas, 
80’ x 225’ Texas 
Ocean Drilling & “John Hayward” 26’ Drilling for Shell, Block 
Exploration Company 27, South Pass 
Hayward-Laborde Design 
10’ x 120’ x 180’ 
Penrod Drilling Company 20’ Leased to Phillips, drilling 
. po eer Levingston Design, 10’ x Union & Kerr-McGee 
72’ x 220’, drydock with Well, Block 52, Main Pass 
: rig in place Area 
BE SURE TO SEE K&GA-100 The Offshore Company Mobile Unit Alexander Shipyard, to be 
the a oar 12’ x 74’ x 200’, with four No. 3 completed Oct., 1955 


6’ dia. caissons and four 
Delong jacks 


K &G 
tools on display 
at booth A 29 

Louisiana 

Gulf Coast 
Oil Exposition 

October 13 thru 16 

Lafayette, 

Louisiana 














K & G CORE 
BARREL MAGNET 


‘ 


OIL TOOL AND 
SERVICE COMPANY, INC. 


2703 Sackett Street * Houston 6, Texas 
JAckson 2-5436 





Gulf Coast offices to serve you — Central hydraulic power plant (in metal building right foreground) and tank 
LOUISIANA Houma, Lake Charles, New battery for an offshore hydraulically pumped well in Redfish Bay field, Corpus 
Iberia * TEXAS: Corpus Christi, Edinburg, Christi Bay. The site is on an island approximately half a mile from the well. 


Houston, McAllen, Victoria. 


one , OFFSHORE 








BARKER 


BARGE LINE 


LOCKPORT, LA. 


BARGING OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS 
ON THE INTRACOASTAL CANAL 
FROM HOUSTON, TEXAS, TO NEW 
ORLEANS, LA., AND CONNECTING 
WATERWAYS AND ON THE LOWER 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER TO VICKSBURG, 
MISS. 


SHIPYARD AND MACHINE 


WORKS DIVISION 


Construction and Repairs 
to Boats & Barges 
Equipment Installations 
Heavy Machine Work and Welding 
Propeller Reconditioning 


Barge Gas Freeing and Washing 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


Air, Hydraulic and Steam Steering 
Valves and Steering Apparatus 
Spark Proof Mufflers 
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Zapata Offshore Company 
LeTourneau Design, 20’ x 
80’ x 140’, with three tri- 
angular legs. 


The California Company 
11’ x 90’ x 156’, with four 
3’ x 10’ x 35’ pontoons 


The California Company 
12’ x 90’ x 190’, with four 
4' x 24’ x 50’ pontoons 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
142’ x 60’ x 13’ 6”, with 
two 10’ x 11’ x 146’ pon- 
toons 


Owner 
CATC 
Continental Oil Company 
Atlantic Refining Company .. 
Tide Water Assoc. Oil Co. 


Cities Production Corp. 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


Same Companies as above 
New tender, 260’ x 54’ 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x *50" 


The California Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 

The California Company 
LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Gulf Oil Corporation 
New tender, 272’ x 60’ 


Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 
Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


30-35’ 


LeTourneau-Vicksburg, to 
be completed in 1955 


Being Constructed 


Being constructed 


Being converted at In- 


galls’ Pascagoula, Miss., 
shipyard 
Drilling Tenders 
Name Water Depth Present Status 

“J. C. Craig” 56’ Block 59, B-2, West Delta 
Area, Louisiana 

“Carle Sharp” 50’ Block 192, B-1, West Cam- 
eron Area, Louisiana 

“Ernie Miller” 50’ West Se Block 45, 
Well A 

“Jack Cleverley” West Delta, Block 57, 
Well A-1 

S-21 42’ West Delta, Louisiana 

S-22 37’ West Delta, Louisiana 

S-23 24’ Main Pass, Louisiana 

S-24 62’ South Pass, Louisiana 

S-25 25’ Main Pass, Louisiana 

S-26 Being converted 

“Eagle” 60’ Block 154, Ship Shoal 
Area, with Penrod rig 

“Pelican” 65’ Block 104, East Cameror. 
area, Salt Dome rig 

ST-1 40-60’ Grand Isle Area 

ST-2 40-60’ Grand Isle area 

ST-3 40-60’ Grand Isle Area 

ST-4 40-60’ Grand Isle Area 

ST-5 40-60’ Grand Isle Area 

ST-6 40-60’ Grand Isle Area 

ST-7 40-60’ Grand Isle Area 

ST-8 40-60’ Grand Isle Area 

“Kermac I” 43’ Drilling for Standard of 


Texas at Aransas Pass 
with Rig 16 


(Continued on next page) 
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WELDING FITTINGS AND 
FORGED STEEL FLANGES 


Pumps — Switchboards 


Motors -— Generators 


trial & Marine Engines 
Blowers & Fans (A-C & D-C) 
»pecializing in D-C Marine 
Equipment 
Armored Marine Cable, 
Leaded & Non-Leaded 


32-V Marine Equipment 
Motor Generator Sets 
Marine Fixtures 
Magnetic Controls 


Equipment Engineer- 
ing & Supply Co., Inc. 


Phone CRescent 6661-2 
3538 Pauger St. 





New Orleans, La. 








PLATFORM 
CRANE 
SPECIALISTS 





New & Used Cranes for Platforms, 
Barges, etc. 


BOEHCK 
Engineering Co., Inc. 


Rental — Sales — Service 


iN HOUSTON 


5806 Long Drive 
Phone OL-4-4331 


IN BEAUMONT 


Phone 5-3495 





4705 Port Arthur Rd. 
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Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
New tender, 250’ x 48’ 


Kerr-McGee Oil Ind., Inc. 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


Phillips Petroleum Company 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Company 

Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 


Magnolia Petroleum Company 
Converted YF 

Pure Oil Company 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 

Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 
Converted LST, 328’ x 50’ 


Zapata Off-Shore Company, 
Converted YF, 260’ x 48’ 


“Kermac II” 


“Frank Phillips 


“K. S. Adams” 


MDT-1 


MDT-2 


MDT-3 


MDT-4 


MDT-5 


MDT-6 


MDT-7 


No. 50 


“R. W. Melivain” 


“Nola No. 1” 





Drilling at Pure’s Block 
47, Eugene Island Area 


Drilling at Block 18, 
Grand Isle Area, for 
Humble 


32’ Bay Marchand, Block 22 


20’ Block 89, Eugene Island 
Block 110 Field 


35’ Well G-1, Eugene Island 
Block 126 Field 


31’ Block 12, South Pelto, 
Block 20 Field, Well D-12 


52’ Well A-2, Ship Shoal Block 
114 


50’ Well B-1, Block 129, Eu- 
gene Island Block 45 Field 


35’ Well I-5, Block 119, Eu- 


gene Island Block 126 
Field 
29’ Block 20, South Pelto 


Block 20 Field, Well C-2 


60’ With Carl Short rig at 
Galveston, drilling No. 
A-3 


Block 144, B-2, Galveston 
Area 


Drilling for Standard of 
Texas in Federal Block 
52, High Island Area 


Self-Contained Platforms 


Company Description 
CATC 220’ x 106’ 
Continental Oil Co. 

Atlantic Refining Co. 

Tidewater Assoc. Oil Co. 

Cities Production Corp. 

Humble Oil & Refg. Co. 110’ x 206’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 75’ x 398’ 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 52’ x 168’ 
Phillips Petroleum Co. 85’ x 140’ 
Pure Oil Co. 100’ x 80’ 
Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 85’ x 195’ 
Shell Oil Company 82’ x 197’ 
The California Co. “J” Structure 
Gulf Oil Corporation 120’ x 145’ 
Pure Oil Company 106’x 50’ 


Year 
Built 


1955 


1955 


1955 


1955 


1955 


Depth 
of 
Water 


Block 47 Grand Isle, La. 95’ 


Location 


Block 18 Grand Isle, La. 50’ 
State Tract 10, S.W. of 


Sabine Pass, Texas 30’ 
Block 119 Eugene Island 
Area, Well H-5 35’ 


Block 184, Eugene Island area, 
company tools 


Block 32 Eugene Island, La. 14’ 
Loffland Bros. rig, Well E-4 


Block 24 (Caillou Bay) 
Ship Shoal area 


Block 42, South Pass, La., 
(Loffland Bros. rig) yy 


Drilling completed at “J” 
structure, rigs being moved to 
“L” structure 


Block 154 Ship Shoal Area 60’ 
being built by Avondale 
Marine Ways, New Orleans 


Block 47, Eugene Island 22’ 
Area, well B-1 


OFFSHORE 








OFFSHORE DRILLING EXPERIENCE . 





. DIRECTED THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF THIS BOAT 


Built by Consolidated Ship Yard, Inc., of Corpus Christi, Texas, Powered with two 6-110 GM diesel engines, the Gus III is built 
this powerful, rugged crew-cargo boat, GUS Ill, is tailor-made to go out and stay out—in any kind of weather. It is extremely 
for the Gulf operations of the C. G. Glasscock Tidelands Oil seaworthy, and its cruising speed of 14 knots makes it ideal for 


transporting rig personnel, fuel, water and other supplies to off- 
shore drilling sites. 


Crew Boats — Tugs — Towboats — Barges — Steel Fabrication Complete Repair Facilities — Wood and Steel 
200 Ton Vertical Lift Dry Dock 


Consoleaated Ship Yard, Tue. 


NAVIGATION BOULEVARD @ CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 
P. O. Box 802 


Co.— pioneers in offshore drilling. 





25 Axial Flow Fans—230 volt D.C. 3 to 15 H.P. 

50 Magnetic Starters 115 and 230 volt D.C. | to 30 H.P. 
100 D.C. Motors 115 and 230 volt D.C. 1/20 to 50 H.P. 
50 R&S No.1549—200 watt explosion proof fixtures 


SPECIAL 


I—100 KW LST Switchboard Complete 
New in Original Crate. 
Govt. acquisition cost—$36,000 
Our Price—$2,500 


At Our Warehouse 
Call, Phone or Write us your needs 
Order Shipped Same Day as Received 


Sales and Service Agents for “Flolight” 
Explosion Proof Rig Lighting 


DELTA MARINE ELECTRIC CO., INC. 


Telephone: VAlley 8881 Nights: EVergreen 1700 -FAirview 2696 
2601 Chartres St. New Orleans, La. 
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WE SALUTE THE 
OFFSHORE OIL 


OPERATORS 
ON A JOB WELL DONE 


The Cortney Co., Inc. 


Equipment & Supplies 
24 HOUR SERVICE 


1225-27 MAGAZINE ST. — NEW ORLEANS 13, LA. — RAymond 7147 
(Night numbers in telephone directory) 
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DIRECTIONAL \L_ DRILLING CORP. 


—= 


° Box. 8055 — 






















HOUSTON, TEX. = 


OT 


Phone: MAdison 3-048! 
Night: JAckson 3-6123 


SIDETRACKING — STRAIGHTENING 
CONTROLLED DRILLING 
K-MONEL DRILL COLLARS 

















Contract Feeding & Housekeeping 


for 
®@ Quarter boats 
® Drilling barges 
® Rig tenders 
®@ Geophysical boats 
Write, Wire or Call for Proposal 


MARINE CATERING SERVICE, INC. 


Pete Menge — G. P. “Hoppy” Hopkins 
Box 347 Phone FI Ilmore 1-3426-7 








Peters Road Harvey, La. 
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Sea Scientists . . . 
(Continued from page 40) 


enough. A theory for calculating 
probable maximum wave height 
which had been derived on the West 
Coast proved inadequate in the Gulf 
of Mexico, and the results were ex- 
pensive. 

In 1950 the Department of Ocean- 
ography at Texas A & M College 
was founded. 


Many sponsors . . . With a list 
of sponsors that includes the US. 
Navy, the Beach Erosion Board, the 
Air Force, numerous oil companies, 
and others, the A & M Research 
Foundation, which is separate from 
the Department of Oceanography 
but utilizes many of its scientists, is 
now attacking many problems. 

In laboratories on the campus near 
Bryan, Texas, the marine laboratories 
at Galveston, Texas, and Grand Isle, 
Louisiana, and on structures and 
piers in the Gulf, and the schooner 
Jakkula, the foundation investigates 
subjects ranging from wace forces 
on hinged piling in shallow water 
to Galveston-Port Arthur approach 
areas. It is doing an oceanographic 
and meterological survey of the Gulf 
of Mexico, as well as measurement 
and analysis of wave forces on steel 
piles. 

For future oceanographers the 
school offers a bachelor degree in 
meteorology and advanced degrees 
in it and other oceanographic spe- 
cialties. Students become specialists 
in one of the branches—physical, 
chemical, geological, biological, or 
meterorological — but also study 
other aspects of the science of the 
seas. ‘ 

They will have difficult problems 
to face. Department head Dr. Leip- 
per writes, “The oceanographer is 
fortunate if the data from which he 
must draw his conclusions provide 
as much as a single sample or obser- 
vation for each 250 cubic miles of 
water to be analyzed. He deals with 
large amounts of energy which make 
even the energy associated with an 
atomic bomb explosion seem insig- 
nificant. He deals with forces not 
present in laboratory experiments, 
such as the apparent force due to 
the earth’s rotation. Although few 
individual methods or principles of 
oceanography are unique, the com- 
bination of principles and methods 
which must be used requires special 
training and experience.” 


OFFSHORE 





TEXAS STYLE—Father and son 
K. S. (Boots) Adams, chairman of 
the board of Phillips Petroleum Com- 
pany, and K. S. (Bud) Adams, Jr., 
get together for the ground-breaking 
of the new ultra-modern Adams Pe- 
troleum Center that Bud is building 
in Houston. K. S. (Bud) Adams, Jr., 
president of the Ada Oil Company, 
will erect a $7 million twenty-story 
structure on the site. The ground 
breaking was done “Texas Style”’— 
by a full-sized oil derrick brought in 
and set up for the purpose. 


Creole Makes Appointments 
In Production Department 


Two new appointments in the 
petroleum engineering section, pro- 
duction department, of Creole Petro- 
leum Corporation in Caracas, Vene- 
zuela, have been announced. 


New head of the department is 
Paul N. Weidner, who replaces 
W. S. Glendening, named assistant 
Western Division manager in Mara- 
caibo. 

Weidner’s new assistant is J. F. 
Dean. 


Shell Refinery Researcher 
Wins High Chemistry Award 


M. J. O'Neal of Shell Oil Com- 
pany’s Houston refinery research 
laboratory has been named to receive 
the Precision Scientific Company 
Award in Petroleum Chemistry for 
1956. 


The award, consisting of a certifi- 
cate and $1,000, was established in 
1948 to recognize, encourage, and 
stimulate chemistry in the United 
States and Canada. 


O'Neal won on the basis of his 
development of high-temperature 
spectrometry and its contribution to 
the knowledge of the composition 
of petroleum. 

He solved the tremendous prob- 
lem of applying mass spectrometry 
to the analysis of such heavy petro- 
leum products as lube oil and waxes. 
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Fl Itmore 1-293 
TTE, LA 


PIPE COATING AND STORAGE YARD 


LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 























For the Life of Your Structure 


INTEGRITY, ABILITY IN 
COATING APPLICATIONS 


Coating and maintenance are deciding 
factors in whether an offshore structure 
will continue to be useful, or be short- 
lived due to corrosion. 
maintenance cost, 


applied properly. 


Vapor Honing Company, Inc. uses all 
known techniques to check out and in- 
sure a perfect coating job. We offer 
the best in corrosion protection for your 
offshore, swamp and Gulf Coast equip- 


ment. 


To keep down 
the coating must be 





Experienced coating applicators of all types coating. 


VAPOR HONING COMPANY, INC. 


Phone UN 1-0476 
Box 7734 

7018 Katy Road 
Houston, Texas 


Member NACE Phone Fi 1-2712 
Box 93 
Peters Road 


Harvey, La. 











BERWICK BAY SHIPYARD Co. 


DRY 


WELDING 
WOODWORKING SHOPS 


DOCKING AND COMPLETE REPAIRS 


165° Dry Dock Under Construction 
Two Marine Railways — Up To 500 Tons 


MACHINE AND PROPELLER SERVICE 


SAND: BLASTING 
METALLIZING 
oa s 
PHONES: 2234 — 6289 


Berwick, Louisiana 








59 
































FOR THE OFFSHORE 
OIL FIELDS ... 


MARINE 
* 


ELECTRICAL 


INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIES 











L. F. GAUBERT & CO. 


700 S. Broad St. New Orleans, La. 














CENAC TOWING CO. 





e Crude Oil Transportation 


e Deck Barges 
e Water Barges 
e Drilling Barge Moving 


e Diesel fuel delivery to drilling 
barges and drilling locations 











California Company's McCalls 
Develop Boat ReFlNement 


Now sheet steel “fins” have en- 
tered the offshore picture. 
“The Calco News’, 


employee publication of The Cali- 
fornia Company. 


So reports 


The steel boat appendages were 
the inspiration of Production Fore- 
man Lee McCall and Construction 
Foreman Fielding McCall (no kin) 
of Calco’s Barataria-Delta 
Area. 


Farms 


Plagued by spray slapped up by 
the 23-foot speed boats used in the 
area, they spent some time trying 
to find a solution. 

They remembered seeing surface- 
swimming fish going along causing 
little spray. The fish had fins. So 
they decided to try fins on a boat. 

They welded a four-inch wide 
piece of sheet steel from the bow 
to the stern on each side of the boat 
near the bottom. On the stern they 
put an 11-inch piece of sheet steel 
to connect the two sides. 

The fins did it, and more too. 
They eliminated spray and they 
hopped up the boat’s speed from 
10 to 16-17 mph. Soon the five 
other boats in the Barataria area 
had similar fins. 


Triple C Boat Company Adds 
Boats to Seismograph Fleet 


The Monsoon, 104-foot seismo- 
graph boat, has recently joined the 
fleet of Triple C Boat Company. It 
and the newly acquired 65-foot seis- 
mograph boat Southern Cross left 
Morgan City, Louisiana, bound for 
Breton Island, where they will work 
for Marine Exploration Company. 
Beam of the Monsoon is 20 feet. 








Day 2729-3352 
Night 3180-2741 


R & H GROCERY 


Roy and Herman Plessala 


Phones: 


24-Hour Marine 
Service 


Corner First and Canton St. 
BERWICK, LA. 








ANYWHERE! ANY TIME! 


STEPHENS 
DIESEL SERVICE 


Specializing in GM-71 
Sales & Service 


DISTRIBUTORS 


RELIABLE 
MARINE BATTERIES 
1631 Front Day — 3026 
P. O. Box 296 Night — 2442 
or — 3567 
MORGAN CITY LOUISIANA 











GULF CONSULTANTS 


Science and Engineering for the offshore. 
Weather, Waves, Geology, Foundation 
Engineering, Wave Forces, 


SCUBA* Divers 


Charles Bretschneider 
Registered Professional Engineer 


John C. Freeman, Jr., Ph.D. 
Meteorologist-Oceanographer 


P.O. Box 12014 Houston, Texas OLive 4-8405 


*Self Contained Underwater 
Breathing Apparatus 




















BREAUX OILFIELD WORK BOATS 


ee 


; “This Boat 30’ - 8” long — 10’ beam — 30” draft 
Custom built for shallow water operations — all steel cabin and 


a 














Houma Louisiana hull — used as pumper boat — equipped for oil field marine use. 
Phone: 2-2413 ROY BREAUX’S Marine Service Co. 
of Loreauville, Louisiana Phone 2-7852 
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Power by Stewart & Stevenson... 


Falgout Supply Craft Leased To Zapata 


Self-propelled barge GEO. FALGOUT will service 
Zapata's initial drilling operations in the Gulf of Mexico 


ghee recently to the Fal- 
gout Boat Company, Inc., of 
Galveston, Texas, the 125-foot self- 
propelled barge Geo. Falgout has 
been leased to the Zapata Off-Shore 
Company of Houston and Midland, 
and will service Zapata’s initial drill- 
ing operations in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

The Geo. Falgout is currently as- 
signed to the Nola 1, a YF barge 
converted by Zapata into a drill 
tender and now on location in Fed- 
eral Block 52 eighteen miles south- 
east of High Island, Texas, for 


Standard Oil Company of Texas. 
Powered by twin tandem GM 
diesel engines supplied by Stewart 





Stern view of the engine installation 
on the GEO. FALGOUT. Notice the 
ample working space on both sides. 
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& Stevenson Services of Houston, 
the Geo. Falgout is tailor-made for 
the rough, rugged task of servicing 
marine rigs in the open Gulf. The 
vessel recently averaged 10 mph 
while towing a 260-foot barge from 
Galveston to New Orleans. 
Measurements The Geo. 
Falgout has a length overall of 125 
feet, with a beam of 30 feet and a 


News from the 


SHIPYARDS 





moulded depth of 9 feet. Draft when 
fully loaded is 7 feet. 

Power Twin 6-110 GM 
diesel engines, mounted in tandem, 
give the Geo. Falgout 1,200 maxi- 
mum hp and a top speed of 14 mph. 
Both the engines and the 30 k-w 
generator sets were supplied by 
Stewart & Stevenson. 

A bulkhead down the center, 

Continued on next page 











Many miles away from the Gulf waters she was built to-operate in is 
the offshore drilling crew boat BAYOU BELLE, shown at her dock at the 
General Motors “Powerama” in Chicago recently. Built by Sewart Sea- 
craft, Inc., of Berwick, La., she is powered by Detroit Diesel’s 6-71 verti- 
cal aluminum engine. The 36-foot craft was part of Detroit Diesel Engine 
Division’s oilwell drilling exhibit at the “Powerama.” In speed tests 
BAYOU BELLE turned up 29.7 mph at 2,300 engine rpm. 








61 














oo 
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L Gishing Tool Service. nc. 
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HARVEY, LOUISIANA 


LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 


Phones: HEmlock 9-942! 
HEmlock 9-9422 
HEmlock 9-9423 


Phones: Filmore 1-1644 
Filmore 1-1645 
Filmore 1-1646 


“We Appreciate Your Business” 











TOPS IN CREW BOATS 


* 





51’ "EQUITY" Crew Boat 
All Steel Diesel 
24 m.p.h. Twin Screw 


Built to A.B.S. and Coast Guard Requirements 
for carrying passengers for hire. 


Barges — Tugs — Drill Tenders 


Equitable Equipment Co., Inc. 


410 Camp St. Dept. R 


New Orleans 12, La. 














SALES & SERVICE 
“Bendix 


A pele 


: DECCA 
See ‘° 
The Gulf Coast area's largest distributor of Marine 
Electronic equipment—specifically designed to meet the 
requirements of the OFFSHORE industry. 


Gull Raditelphone Iuc. 


2524 SUTHERLAND STREET 


WALNUT 
33-1618 


HOUSTON 23, TEXAS 


BOX 18075 














62 





Wayne Dean, 
and general manager of the Zapata 
Off-Shore Company, stands with T. J. 
Falgout, left, and T. J. Falgout, Jr., 
right, of the Falgout Boat Company. 
The occasion was delivery of the self- 
propelled barage GEO. FALGOUT. 


center, vice-president 


which divided the engineroom into 
two relatively narrow spaces, neces- 
sitated compactness in the power 
plant. The need for absolute de- 
pendability also influenced the deci- 
sion to use twin tandem GM diesels. 

The GM Model 122203 Tandem 
110 Marine Propulsion Unit con- 
sists of 6-110 GM _ diesels 
mounted in tandem. 


twin 
In the event 
that maintenance or repairs are re- 
quired on an engine, it can be 
stopped and the other engines can 
be used to drive the vessel without 
loss of speed if necessary. The 
chances for a major power failure 
with this arrangement are remote. 
Electrical System . . . Two Stewart 
& Stevenson Model 3MD30 30 k-w 
generator sets supply electricity. The 
plants use GM Model 3-71 diesel 
engines as the prime mover. 


Cargo capacity The Geo. 
Falgout is certified to carry 450 tons 
of cargo. Due to its arrangement, 
with the pilothouse and superstruc- 
ture located aft, ample deck space 
is provided for transporting deck 
cargo to offshore drilling sites. 

The Geo. Falgout was built by the 


Burton Construction & Shipbuilding 
Company, Inc., of Port Arthur, Tex- 
as. With this addition to its fleet, 
the Falgout Boat Company now op- 
erates 33 diesel engines—all GM's, 
and all supplied by Stewart & Stev- 
enson. 
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Two Boatel Men—experienced butch- 
ers in this case—prepare meat in the 
new meat-fabrication room at the 
Gretna Boatel Supply Base. The meat 
will be quick frozen and stored. A 
20-below-zero blast freeze at the base 
can process 3,500 pounds of products 
every six hours. 


at g 2 Lat sf 


Offshore-bound are thoroughbred 
Black Angus steers such as this 
which Marydale Farms has contracted 
to supply to Boatel Service. 









News from the 


SERVICE COMPANIES 
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Down Louisiana way this building has added a phrase to the growing list 
of “B” terms coined to describe Wally Taylor’s Boatel Service. It’s the new 
Boatel Supply Base at Gretna, and from its storage and work spaces are 
dispatched supplies to feed and house-keep oil crews offshore. 


Boatel Service Expands 


Lake Charles, Gretna Get Bases 


Company geologist says the most important thing in an offshore operation 
is a spot 6,622 feet underground where he hopes to find oil. Corrosion 
engineer thinks several layers of paint are all that stand between the steel 
platform and Davy Jones’ locker. Investment bankers who put up the money 
insist that Free Enterprise and compound interest make it all possible. But 
the five-day-on five-day-off roughneck can tell you the real backbone of 
offshore work—it’s chow that makes the bit go ‘round. 


Recognizing that the dinner table is as important to the working oil man 
as the rotary table, General Marine Corporation of Harvey, Louisiana, is 
constantly striving to perfect its ‘“Boatel Service,’ which provides house- 
keeping and feeding service for men on rigs, boats, and in oil camps from 
the Rio Grande to the Mississippi. 





In a refrigerated room at the supply base General Marine 
Corporation stores meats for the Boatel Service. Coined 
from the words “boat” and “hotel,” Boatel means turnkey 
hotel service both afloat and ashore for one-time meals 
or prolonged stakeouts with multiple meals and. bedroom 
stewardship. 
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Loading a truck, two Boatel Men take part in “Boatel 
Supply.” The special vans have both refrigerated and 
non-refrigerated areas. Upon arrival at their destination, 
supplies are turned over to the “Boatel Chef.” The 
Harvey, Louisiana, firm also has a new supply base at 
Lake Charles, 


63 











“Servicing the Oil Field Industry”’ 


LOCKPORT SHIPYARD, INC. 
Steel construction, repairs and conversions 
Sand blasting and metallizing service 
Phone 2685 


B & B TUG AND BARGE CO., INC. 
Complete barge and tug rental service 


Phones: Office — 2554 


Nights — 3137 
— 3260 


B & B TOWING COMPANY, INC. 


Tugs—"Etiennette Bollinger" and “Pappy Boyd" 
Complete towing and barging service 
Phone 2554 - 3137 


B & B MUD AND WAREHOUSE CORPORATION 
Dealers in Milwhite Products 
Complete warehouse and sales facilities 
at Lockport and Leeville, La. 
Phones: Office — 2554 
Nights — 3202 
— 3206 


BOLLINGER MACHINE SHOP AND SHIPYARD, INC. 


Machine work, welding and general repairs 
Modern boat ways 
Phone: 2685 


For your convenience — 


ALL HANDLED from one OFFICE 


LOCKPORT, LA. 
Situated on Bayou La Fourche, La., in the heart of the Oil Field Industry 


24-Hour Service 





THE FACTS. szttycuns3* 
+ 
EXPERT SUPERVISION (By specialists) 


The Solution to Your 
Marine Problems 


. cost analysis . . . consultation on shallow water opera- 


trouble shooting . . . moving of floating equipment to and 


tation on lost equipment . . . consultation in safety and 


Marine Consultants Service 


“Serving the entire Gulf Coast Area” 


805 Republic Building, Houston 2, Texas 
Day Phone: CApitol 4-1804 Nights: JAckson 9-776! 





tions, deep water operations, and auxiliary equipment .. . 
from site . . . survey and salvage supervision and consul- 


navigation . . . related work in corrosion, preservation, etc. 











LET 
Fauwk Aelicopters 


Help You Solve Your Offshore 
Transportation Problems! 


We have late model Bell 47G_ helicopters, 
equipped for over-water flying, the personnel 
and know-how to give Offshore Drilling Opera- 
tors fast, time and money saving transportation. 


For further information and our rates, 
please contact: 


HAWK 


P. O. Box 680 — Tel. TUlip 2-5435 Corpus Christi, Texas 
Lease and Charter Service 








Repair and Overhaul Department, Meacham Field, Ft. Worth 
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An unusual sight to most people, but a familiar part of the scenery at the shops of Joe Stine, Inc., of Houston is this 


giant jacking device laid out for assembly. Note the seal ring, 


dimension variation than ordinary packing. 


Joe Stine, Inc. 


left, which makes possible greater clearance and 


Gives a "Lift'' to Offshore Rigs 


Furnishing the conventional and sometimes unusual 
equipment and supplies to offshore rigs and barges on 
the Gulf Coast has boomed the equipment and supply 
business. So much so that many companies are now 
specializing in meeting the everyday needs of the 
offshore industry. 

To some firms the unusual has become commonplace. 


One such business is Joe Stine, Inc., of Houston. Its 
20,000 square feet of shop structures utilizes modern 
equipment to manufacture devices which would be 
familiar to anyone in the Permian Basin of West Texas. 

But they also manufacture specialties which could 
only be recognized by “old” oftshoremen. 

For the offshore they design and construct to order 
numerous types of life mechanisms, barge stabilizers, 
spudding devices, and hydraulic jacks. 

The company employes a special steel ring assembly 
made available by license from Bowen-Itco, for all of 
its giant jacking devices. The seal ring assembly per- 


(Continued on next page) 





The yard and shops of Joe Stine, Inc., at Houston. The 
shop structures cover 20,000 square feet, with modern 
equipment, powerful hoists, platforms, and adequate yards. 


OCTOBER, 1955 





Here the jacking device, shown at top of page ready to be 
assembled, is put together. The seal ring assembly used 
in it is made available under license with Bowen-Itco. 
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A 125-ton jack specially designed for skidding barge sub- 
structures. The notched plate, bottom left, slips into posi- 
tion on the steel beam and furnishes a back-up post for 
the jacking action. The end plate at right is welded to 
the substructure, 
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Exclusive Distributor 
for 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama 


BALDT ANCHORS 
& CHAIN 


Large Spot Stocks of Chain, 
Anchors, Connecting Links, 


Swivels, Chain Stoppers. 


Largest Gulf Stock of wire 


rope, shackles, turnbuckles. 


Life saving equipment. 


DREYFUS MACHINERY CO. 


2122 Kentucky Street 
New Orleans, Louisiana 





Day Phones Night Phones 
Victor 3367 FR 0244 
Victor 3368 UP 5706 








Piston head assemblies furnished by Stine to a major 
offshore operator for use in the lift mechanism of a drill- 
ing barge. The firm designs and constructs numerous 
types of hydraulic jacks, lift mechanisms, barge stabiliz- 
ers, and spudding devices. 


mits greater clearance and dimension variation than 
ordinary packing. 

A specially designed 125-ton jack is built by Joe 
Stine, Inc., for use in skidding barge substructures. A 
notched plate slips into position on a steel beam and 
furnishes a back-up post for the jacking action. The 
end plate is welded to the substructure. 

Jacks of this type have made possible skidding of a 
rig in several hours rather than the usual day or so 
required with conventional jacks. They are designed 
to work off the various types of accumulator units 
located on drilling barges. 

The company also has made piston head assemblies 
used in the lift mechanism of drilling barges. 

Typical fabrications at the plant include heavy plate 
work such as mud tanks, sub-structures, and compound- 
ing and unitizing of drawworks and engines. 





We have: 
—Warehouse and live wire sales organization in 


Harvey, La., in the heart of the Gulf Coast oil 
activity. 


We want: 


—Hard lines suitable for oil field trade, on consign- 
ment or brokerage basis. 


GILBERT M. COX 


P. O. Box 123 
HARVEY 


Phone FI Ilmore 1-4338 Peters Road 


LOUISIANA 
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FINER EQUIPMENT — 
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SERVICE 


The MISS MARY HELEN, radar equipped 51’ personnel 
transport, is capable of carrying 40 passengers at speeds 
up to 23.4 mph. The MISS MARY HELEN typifies the 
fine marine equipment owned and operated by Robin Boat 
Rental Service. Built by Equitable Equipment Co., Inc., of 
New Orleans, the MISS MARY HELEN is No. 20 for Robin. 
Three other 51’ crew boats— the ERLINE, MARGARET 
and the HELEN L—have been built for Robin by Equitable 
in the past twelve months. Another 51’ Equity crew boat will 
be delivered to Robin in November. 


Call us for: Crew Boats, Seagoing Tugs, Rig Tenders. 


ROBIN BOAT 
RENTAL SERVICE 


Phone FI Ilmore 1-1225 — 1-2836 
448 Pailet St. Harvey, La. 


FOR FASTER, 
MORE EFFICIENT 
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Texas Marine and Industrial Supply Company marks its eighteenth year of 
serving the marine and offshore oil industries of the Gulf Coast. Shown taking 
orders in the Texas Marine sales rooms in Houston is sales engineer Marshall 


Bradburn. 


Texas Marine and Industrial Supply 


Plays Vital Role in 


O* VITAL importance to every 
offshore oil rig, and to the 
ships that serve them, is the day and 
night role played by the Texas Ma- 
rine and Industrial Supply Company, 
the southwest’s largest, most com- 
plete marine supply house, located 
in Houston at 8106 Harrisburg. 


Organized in 1937, Texas Marine 
and Industrial Supply Company has 
for 18 years served the expanding 
marine industry with everything 
needed on board except food and 
dry stores, according to General 
Manager Gordon Waddell, so it was 
only natural that in recent years this 
service should be extended to the 
rapidly growing offshore oil indus- 
try, supplying both the rigs and the 
boats serving them. 


Texas Marine and Industrial Sup- 
ply Company keeps a large inven- 
tory of all important marine and 
industrial supplies to enable them 
to supply rush orders, 24 hours a 
day, for anything from a mile of 
rope to a galvanized turnbuckle. 

Special pride is taken in the com- 
pany’s stock of marine and industrial 
electrical supplies, which include 
every needed explosion-proof and 
water-proof electrical item. Safety 
tools in spark-proof metal are an- 
other item at Texas Marine, which 
along with its safety electrical sup- 
plies is increasingly important in 


OCTOBER, 1955 


Offshore Work 


promoting 
rigs. 

One of the most important divi- 
sions of Texas Marine is its large 
fire-prevention department, which is 
under the supervision of John Par- 
ker. Under exclusive contract in this 
area to the C-O-Two Fire Fighting 
Equipment Company, Texas Marine 
services and recharges their equip- 
ment according to the strict methods 
prescribed by the C-O-Two Com- 
pany. Parker’s department services 
marine fire equipment and makes 
annual inspections, issuing certifi- 
cates which are recognized by the 
U. S. Coast Guard and the American 
Bureau of Ships. 

Texas Marine carries a stock of 
rope more extensive than found in 
some specialty rope houses, varying 
in size from six thread to twelve 
inch circumference. The stock was 
particularly selected for the service 
of tow boats and work boats, and it 
is not unusual to find a single length 
from 420 to 1,200 feet. 

One wing of the Texas Marine 
warehouse is occupied solely by the 
paint stock, which includes the com- 
plete International Paint line of In- 
terlux and heavy duty paints and the 
Inter-Coastal Consol Protective and 
Rust Preventative Paint line. 

Among the many other items 
stocked by Texas Marine and Indus- 

(Continued on next page) 


safety aboard offshore 





PLATE GLASS 
IS AN OFFSHORE 


HAZARD 














STRENGTH 
FLEXIBILITY 
SECURITY 


FOR 








We Stock & Fabricate All Plastics 


CUNNINGHAM 


Engineering Co. 
Tel. 5-2533 Beaumont, Tex. 
4790 Port Arthur Rd. 














THE PACER! 


Jj & R Marine, Inc.'s new 45-foot crew- 
boat, now working for The California 
Company out of Venice, La. 


Powered by two GM 6-71 diesel engines, 
this Gulf Master designed crewboart 
cruises at 25 knots, carries 28 seated 
passengers. 

For offshore boat service, call: 


G. Jack Faulkner Reuben C. Pace 


J & R Marine, Inc. 


Phone FI Ilmore 1-5894 Harvey, La. 
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MARSH-EQUIPMENT CO. 
6317 Franklin Ave. 


New Orleans, La. 
Large Marsh Buggies 
P. C. C. Track Buggies 
Amphibious Excavators 
Pontoons, Flats, Boats 
Ditching Machine, Plows 
Office Phone FAirview 7938 
CRescent 357! 
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A PROVEN DESIGN... 





FOR EXTRA POWER 
AND PERFORMANCE 


Built for Felix Bruney, of Aransas Pass, 
Texas, the 38-foot ALINE B has a cruis- 
ing speed of 24 mph—and packs power 
and performance into a fast, rugged hull 
design that is winning wide popularity 
in the marine oil fields. 
For auxiliary floating equipment 
of any kind, write, wire or call: 


MARINE 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 


J. M. Dilsaver, Jr. 
Phone 3604 Patterson, La. 

















Drilling & 
OIL Production In 


SOUTH AMERICA 


A weekly airmailed report giving latest official 
happenings, news, oil well drilling and production 
information, status of wells, completions, rigs op- 
erating, footage drilled by operators, by fields, 
and for the following countries: 


VENEZUELA ECUADOR 
PERU BOLIVIA 
TRINIDAD BRAZIL 
COLOMBIA CHILE 


Also any special information on the oil indus- 
try of these countries. 


Request sample copy — 


E. OSPINA-RACINES, 
Publisher 


Apartado Aereo 49-45 
Bogota, Colombia 











P. ©. Box 343 Phone 484 


Albert DeHart & Sons 


Marine Railways 


Boat Builders and Repairers 


Abbeville, Louisiana 


Tug and Barge Rentals 


“Distributors of 
Woolsey & Petit Paints’ 
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trial Supply Company are marine 
life saving equipment, Perko marine 
lamps and hardware, pipe, fittings 
and valves, rubber bearings, marine 
packing and just about everything 
else needed on deck, in the engine 
room or on the rig. 

Although basically a distributor, 
Texas Marine has developed an im- 
portant manufacturing sideline in 
the production of pilot ladders and 
cargo nets and is continually search- 
ing for ways in which to better serve 
the offshore oil industry. 


New Houston Firm Offers 
Offshore Consultation Service 


A consulting firm which will pre- 
dict weather for the Gulf of Mex- 
ico as well as offer other services for 
the offshore oil industry has been 
formed in Houston. 

It is headed by John C. Freeman 
Jr. of Houston and Charles Bret- 
schneider of College Station. 

Also with the Gulf Consultants 
firm is Ledolph Baer, a forecaster 
stationed at Houston, and Raymond 
McAllister, a diving consulting 
geologist. 


Martin-Decker Corp. Opens 
Houston Service Facilities 


Houston service facilities for the 
Martin-Decker Corporation, drilling 
instrument specialists, have recently 
been opened. The company’s new 
plant, two miles northwest of the 
Municipal Airport, is staffed with 
factory-trained office, shop, and 
field personnel. Specially outfitted 
trucks stand by for at-the-rig service. 

The company’s home office is at 
Long Beach, California. 





J. C. Garner, left, and Curtis Moerbe 
have formed a new RCA dealership in 
Port Arthur, Texas. 


Port Arthur RCA Dealership 
Formed by Moerbe, Garner 


A new RCA dealership has been 
formed in Port Arthur, Texas, by 
Curtis Moerbe, purchasing agent for 
Burton Construction & Shipbuilding 
Co., Inc., and James C. Garner, chief 
engineer for the same firm. 

The company recently installed 
radar, radiotelephone, depth re- 





corder and direction finder on the 
Geo. Falgout, a 125-foot self-pro- 
pelled barge built by Burton for the 
Falgout Boat Contracting Company 
of Galveston. 


Address for the new firm is P. O. 
Box 1712, Port Arthur, Texas. 


Stewart & Stevenson Named 
Greer National Distributor 


Stewart & Stevenson Distributing 
of Houston has been named national 
distributor—exclusive of California 
—for Greer mud pump pulse damp- 
ers and drill rig blowout preventers. 
The company will provide both sales 
and service and will stock parts for 
Greer’s line of drill rig hydraulic 
accessories, including a patented line 
of blowout preventers and mud 


pump pulse dampers. 





Capt. A. V. Abildstrom and Tom But- 
ler after completing papers which 
“launched” Marine Consultants, a 
Houston firm devoted to helping solve 
offshore problems. 


Butler, Abildstrom "Launch" 
New Marine Consulting Firm 


Completion of necessary paper 
work has “launched” a new offshore 
marine consulting firm in Houston. 
The firm, formed by Tom Butler and 
Capt. A. V. Abildstrom, is named 
Marine Consultants. 

Offered are costs analysis; consul- 
tation on both shallow and deep 
water operations, auxiliary equip- 
ment and safety engineering; trouble 
shooting; supervision of moving 
floating equipment; supervision and 
consultation on damaged or lost 
equipment; and related work in cor- 
rosion, preservation, etc. 

The company also offers to com- 
pletely manage offshore operations, 
taking a lease and working a drilling 
contract. 


OFFSHORE 


SERVICE PERSONALITIES 


In the News 





Brown and de la Motte Head 
New California Company 


John G. Brown, mechanical en- 
gineer of San Diego, California, and 
George de la Motte of Carlsbad, 
New Mexico, head the newly formed 
Sub Marine Oil Operations Company 
at San Diego. 

The firm has projected construc- 
tion of a system of caissons as a 
means of building platforms for 
drilling offshore. They say that their 
system would make possible drilling 
in water depths up to 300 feet. 

Brown received his higher educa- 
tion at the United States Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, Maryland. 

His associate, de la Motte, former- 
ly was an oil and cattle man in 
Oklahoma. 


New General Superintendent 
Is Appointed by Petro-Tex 


Dilmas V. Fitz has been named 
general superintendent of The Petro- 
Tex Chemical Corporation of Hous- 
ton. He was formerly assistant gen- 
eral superintendent. 

New production superintendent 
for the firm is H. A. Harrison, pro- 
moted to that position from process 
superintendent. 


James C. Dendy Transferred 
By “Oilwell” to Shreveport 


James C. Dendy, assistant district 
engineer — machinery and equipment 
sales and service—has been transferred 
to the U. S. Steel Oil Well Supply 
Division office at Shreveport, Louisi- 
ana. He was formerly at the Gregg- 
ton, Texas, office of the Oil Well Sup- 
ply Division: 


Ted Sandelius to Direct 
New Tube-Kote Department 


Ted Sandelius, as newly appointed 
sales engineer for Tube-Kote, Inc., 
will direct the expanded Custom 
Coating Department of that firm. 

‘ Previously, Sande- 
| lius was represen- 
tative with Stand- 
ard Brass & Man- 
ufacturing Com- 
pany serving the 
Gulf Area. 

In his new posi- 
tion he will serve 
the same area and provide industries 
with Tube-Kote’s TK-2 plastic, Tef- 
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lon plastic, and other Tube-Kote 
plastic linings. 

Sandelius is a graduate of Ohio 
State University and a member of the 
American Society for Metals. 





CLARK KIRKSEY 


New Public Relations Firm 
Formed by Houston Merger 


James A. Clark Company of Hous- 
ton, only public relations consulting 
firm specializing in oil and gas com- 
pany accounts, has merged with an- 
other Houston public relations firm, 
George Kirksey & Associates. 

New company is Clark, Kirksey & 
Company. 

Petroleum industry specialists for- 
merly with the Clark Company are 





HAZALRIGG KEMP 


all partners in the new firm and will 
continue to devote the major portion 
of their time to accounts in the oil 
and gas industry. The company will 
also offer services to clients with 
more diversified interests. 

Partners are James A. Clark, John 
D. Kemp, Hal Hazalrigg, all former- 
ly with the Clark Company, and 
George Kirksey, Patrick J. Nicholson 
Ill, and A. D. Bruce Jr. formerly 
with the Kirksey firm. 





NICHOLSON 


Otis Pressure Control Names 
New District Superintendent 


New district superintendent for Otis 
Pressure Control, Inc., at Houma and 
Harvey, Louisiana, is Duane Johnson, 
former service specialist for the firm 
at New Iberia. Otis has a new office 
and warehouse building in Houma. 


Fugler Field Representative 
For Houma "Oilwell" Store 


Ollian Fugler hras been appointed 
field representative at the Houma, 
Louisiana, store of U.S. Steel’s Oil 
Well Supply Division. 

Fugler joined “Oilwell” in 1954 
as storeman at the division’s Brook- 
haven, Mississippi, store and was 
there until his present appointment. 


Nielsen New Regional Manager 
For Globe Oil Tools Company 


Grover Nielsen has been appointed 
regional manager for Globe Oil 
Tools Company, with office and 
warehouse in Houston. He has been 
with Globe since 
1948, and will be 
in charge of the 
entire Gulf Coast 
| Region. 

T he company’s 
Gulf Region has 
branches from Mc- 
Allen, Texas, to 
pe li Nielsen, Lee 





Venice, 
Wardle, and Tom Ashe form the 
nucleus of Globe's sales organiza- 


tion. The company manufactures 
rock bits and a junk catcher. 


Ideco Names King D. Boyd 
Technical Service Manager 


King D. Boyd has been appointed 
Manager of Technical Service, a new 
key position at Dallas headquarters 
sm of Ideco, one of 
the Dresser Indus- 
tries. 

The appoint- 
ment was an- 
nounced by Geo. 
_ W. Walton, exec- 
utive vice presi- 
dent of Ideco. 

Boyd has sl closely associated 
with the recent development of die- 
sel-electric power for drilling equip- 
ment and was for the past seven 
years Petroleum Sales Manager for 
Stewart & Stevenson, oilfield engine 
distributors of Houston. 
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METALLIZING with the METCO SYSTEMS 


will give you complete protection, with less 


cost per square foot over a longer period of 
time. 


COMPANY 


HOUSTON 


“> py | 
a4 f= “4 TEXAS 


i = 
) * 
s BE a 


Over 100 y Potmgy metallized y° in- 
stalled in Offshore Operations (using 
the METCO SYSTEM 105). After 4 SANDBLASTING and APPLICATION 
years, these trees without any mainten- 
ance, are in excellent condition. 





3805 LAMAR STREET CApitol 8-5338 


of all types of coatings. Modern shop and portable equip- 
SINCE 1923 ment for fast service. 


MEMBER N.A.C.E. 











SHIPYARD INVOICE 
To: Offshore Oil Co. 








Petroleum 
| Exploration! 
Marine repairs $1 0,562.00 
| | Marsh Work 
HOW MUCH OF YOUR BILL —— oo 
REPRESENTS SHIPYARD OVERHEAD ? 
HOW MUCH REPRESENTS ACTUAL Core Drilling 


REPAIRS ... 10%?... 352%... 65%? 


Lightweight hydraulic 
chain feed drill for low 
cost drilling. All alumi- 
num construction for 
portability. 





NO HIDDEN COSTS! 


GEM-I 
Harvey Canal Shipyard 


& Machine Shop 


Telephone FI llmore 1-5608 
P. O. Box 155 Harvey, La. 





Geophysical Equipment Mfg. Co. 
Bellaire (Houston), i eis Phone MA 3-9477 
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OFFSHORE 





Stewart & Stevenson Offers New 
Blowout Preventer Closing Units 


A complete line of blowout preventer closing units 
designed to offer positive power protection for all types 
of blowout preventers is now being manufactured by 
the Stewart & Stevenson Distributing Company of Houston. 
Houston. 


Each of the new ‘‘Koomey” units has a minimum of 
two motors and two-double-action pump assemblies 
which are interchangeable. Each assembly is capable of 
closing the rams on a blowout preventer independently. 


Units are available in a large variety of standard 
models, and may also be assembled into custom made 
units to meet specific requirements. 


The same firm has developed a compact new accumu- 
lator unit to power blowout preventer closing units. 
It may be placed at a remote location. 


The new “power packaged” 
accumulators furnish 3,000 
psi working pressure and are 
available in 30 to 100 gallon 
sizes. 

Individual accumulator bot- 
tles of 10 gallons each are 
manifolded together, allow- 
ing the system to operate 
even if one of the nitrogen 
filled bags within the bottles 
should fail. The unit is skid-mounted and may be easily 
serviced in the field. 





— For more information check ITEM 5 on Inquiry Card — 


Weatherhead Company Inaugurates 
Swaged Hose Assembly Service 


A new swaged hose assembly service has been in- 
augurated by The Weatherhead Company, Fort Wayne 
Division, of Fort Wayne, Indiana. The new ‘“imme- 
diate” delivery on swaged hose assemblies now being 
offered is made possible partly by a new swaging press 
developed by Weatherhead engineers for use in dis- 
tributors’ service shops. The new press will swage hose 
sizes from 14-inch to two-inches ID with male pipe, 
female swivel, or male JIC hose ends. The line also 
includes a complete size range of 45 degree, 90 degree, 
and straight swivel adapters. 


— For more information check ITEM 7 on Inquiry Card — 
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New Equipment 





Dearborn Chemical Announces 
Oil Field Corrosion Inhibitor 


A new corrosion inhibitor for use in the oil field 
industry has been announced by the Dearborn Chemical 
Company of Chicago. 


The new product, Dearborn ENDCOR 50, is a 
specific chemical treatment for the control of corrosion 
in both sweet and sour oil wells. It is a strongly polar 
type organic corrosion inhibitor incorporated in a non- 
oil soluble, water dispersible, liquid carrier. 


Introduced into the annulus of a producing well, 
it passes through the casing oil layer and rapidly dis- 
perses in the underlying brine. It is then preferen- 
tially absorbed as an impervious film on the metal sur- 
faces of pumps, tubing, rods, and flow lines. 


— For more information check ITEM 6 on Inquiry Card — 





WEMCO Core and Mud Sniffers 
To Be Shown at Lafayette Show 


“Sniffers” will be exhibited by Well Logging Equip- 
ment Company of Houston at the Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Oil Exposition in Lafayette, Louisiana, in October. 


The WEMCO Core Sniffer is designed to detect gas 
accurately and quickly in side-wall samples, cores, 
cuttings, and drilling mud. It is built for field use with 
the sensitivity of a laboratory instrument and the rug- 


gedness, light weight, and ease of operation needed 
at the well. 


Instant interpretation of the indicator on the 
WEMCO Core Sniffer discloses the presence or absence 
of minute units of gas in each core tested. 

The WEMCO Mud Sniffer is a portable automatic 
indicator and recorder of hydrocarbon gases in the drill- 
ing mud. As drilling progresses it offers a continuous 
“strip type’ log of the units of gas plotted against 
time. 

The detecting filaments are supersensitive to minute 
traces of gas vapors, which are not detectable by smell, 
weight change, or visual observation of the returns from 
the hole. The entire unit is powered by a 12-volt 200- 
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? 
f The California Company Salutes... 


OIL 


SYMBOL of 
PROGRESS 


. . Everywhere 





In saluting Oil Progress Week of 1955, the Califor- 
nia Company pays tribute to the Oil Industry—for 
meeting the challenge of industrial expansion, na- 
tional defense and progress — assuring a better 
America in a better world. 


THE CALIFORNIA COMPANY'S drilling locations 
range from rolling hills and piney woods to swamp- 
land rigs and offshore operations. 


The California Company 


1111 Tulane Avenue New Orleans, U.S.A. 























Your Battery Deserves 
the Best of Care 

More than 40 years of 
“know how” goes into 


Yo 
En ne every CRESCENT Battery, 

so that each one is built 

to hold up and give 

eserves greatest service under the 


South’s climatic conditions. 
Each Crescent Battery Carries 
A Full Guarantee of 


{ e Satisfactory Service 
Your CRESCENT Battery 
es comes to you FRESH and 
8 tt full of life. CRESCENT 


Batteries, fully charged, 
have a specific gravity of 
1.260 to 1.275. 


More Power When You Need It! 


CRESCENT BATTERY 
AND LIGHT COMPANY 


Phone RAymond 6677 


/ 318 Camp Street 








The WEMCO mud sniffer and 
its component parts are housed in stainless steel cases. 
Well Logging Equipment Manufacturing Company 
also specializes in construction and repair of complete 
mud logging trucks to specification of the customer. 


— For more information check ITEM 8 on Inquiry Card — 


ampere H.P. battery. 


GSI Velocity Streamer Components 
Are All Designed for Use at Sea 


Geophysical Service Incorporated’s Velocity Streamer is 
one of the first seismic detector arrays with all components 
designed for use at sea. 

Not an adaptation of land-type seismometers, the GSI 
Velocity Streamer can be used both offshore and in shallow 
water work in bays and protected waters. 

A fully streamlined oil-filled plastic tube with self- 
orienting geophones inside, the streamer can be varied in 
buoyancy so as to drag on bottom or at any desired depth. 

Seismometer groups are in 100-foot sections of the plastic 
jacket, with six seismometers in each section. Up to 24 
sections can be connected, plus a blank center section up 
to 300 feet long, to form a complete streamer. A 2,700- 
foot streamer gives 1,350 feet of coverage per shot, making 
the Velocity Streamer especially applicable for continuous 
profiling. 


— For more information check ITEM 9 on Inquiry Card — 


New Sand Removing Unit Reduces 
Both Drilling Time, Drill Bit Wear 
A completely new unit for removal of sand from 


.otary drill mud is now available. Primary component 
of Dorr-Oliver Incorporated’s new D-Sander, developed 





SaRSPECIAL Costom Gutll 


MUD CONVEYORS FOR DRILLING BARGES 





Pictured above electri- 
cally driven mud con- 
veyor built by S & R 
for a major company. 


Here's the answer to efficient movement of mud for your 
drilling barge—it's S & R's custom-built, electrically-powered, 
chain-drive mud conveyor. 

Built for heavy duty service with quality materials equipped 
with reversible belt, troughing idlers, protected easily acces- 
sible drive housing. Operates efficiently all positions to 35° 
off horizontal. Built in sizes to 40 feet. 


Write, wire or phone for additional information 


$ & R TOOL & SUPPLY CO. 








P. O. Box 1755 @® 155 McCarty 
Houston 1, Texas 


Yew 





OFFSHORE 
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especially for this application, is a battery of six-inch 
FR DorrClones, comnenngy classifiers which have found 
wide use in the chemical 
and metallurgical indus- 
tries. 

In commercial scale field 
tests, effective removal of 
sand with the new unit 
substantially reduced both 
drilling time and wear on 
wie drill bits and mud pumps. 
In aad field tests sand content has been reduced 
trom over 20 per cent by weight to less than 1 per cent. 
A six-unit DorrClone D-Sander will handle 600-800 
gallons per minute, a four-unit machine 400-500 gallons. 





— For more information check ITEM 10 on Inquiry Card — 





Fully Modified Government Surplus 
Radio Telephone Now on Market 


Now offered for sale is a fully modified, recalibrated, 
and unused U.S. Government surplus 105-watt output 


radio telephone designed for ship-to-shore, fixed, or 
mobile use. 


It’s a crystal controlled, 6-channel transmitter-receiver 
with a daylight range of 250 miles and a night range 
of 1,000 miles. A manual receiver tuner covers the 
entire 1600-4500 K.C. range in addition to preset chan- 
nels. The complete ready-to-operate set includes 12, 24, 
or 32-volt d-c, or 110-volt a-c 50/60 cycle, or 110-volt 
d-c power supply. 


— For more information check ITEM 4 on Inquiry Card — 


Production Begun on Complete Line 
Of Quick-Seal Leak-proof Couplings 


Production has begun on a complete line of quick-seal, 
leak-proof hose couplings with built-in single or double 
check valves. The couplings have found wide applica- 
tion, particularly for high-pressure heavy-flow fluid 
lines in steel, oil, and other industries. 


The manufacturer says the coupling is particularly 
suited for high-pressure heavy-flow applications because 
of a simple construction which makes the hose line leak- 
proof the moment the coupling is closed, and seals it 
tighter the higher the pressure builds up inside. In 
addition the construction design provides a full-swivel- 
ing feature that prevents hose kinking, thus assuring 
long hose life and permitting rapid attachment. 


— For more information check ITEM 3 on Inquiry Card — 
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LATEST IN GULF 
MASTER SERIES 





Featuring the 40-fooft ELLIS Ill 


The ELLIS III is a 40’ welded steel crewboat built for Mr. Ellis 
J. Rhodes of Venice, La., by Gulf Master Boats Inc. of Slidell. 
Powered by two 6-71 GM diesels supplied by George Engine 
Company of Harvey, La., the ELLIS III has a top speed of 
over 27 mph. 


Gulf Master Boats are noted for their stability and level ride. 
Capable of carrying heavy loads of crews while maintaining 
high cruising speeds, they are extremely seaworthy. The ELLIS 
III is to be used for crew work at Venice, La. 


The Gulf Master series is available in 30’, 38’, 40’, 45’, 52’ and 
65’ lengths. 


Repairs — New Construction 
Crew Boats, Barges, Tugs 


Gulf Master Boats, Inc. 


P. O. Box 486 Slidell, La. 








McGuire Marine Divers 
Robert J. McGuire 
Insurance Coverage 
24-Hour Service Anywhere 


Specializing In 
RIVER CROSSINGS AND 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


Phone TEmple 8221 
TEmple 2945 


Metairie, Louisiana 





412 Arlington Drive 











MARINE GULF INVESTMENT 
CORPORATION 


Investment Capital Mortgage Loans 


on 


MARINE EQUIPMENT 


605 American Bank Building Telephone RAymond 7407 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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RYANT 
OATS, INC. 


Designers and builders 
of 
Steel and Wooden Vessels 


announces the opening of its new 


SALES AND EXPORT OFFICE 


330 International Trade Mart, New Orleans 


and appointment of 


EVELYN W. CALVERT, sales manager 


We specialize in 
Steel boats and barges 
for the oil industry 
and for export 


We invite your inquiries 


Phone—Tulane 8131 














Mac SAYS ... TELL US 
Your Electrical Equipment 
) Needs... 


— Surrette Marine Batteries 

— Hose-McCann Marine Telephones 
— Carlisle-Finch Searchlights 

— Falk Couplings 

— Russell & Stoll Fixtures 

— Oil Field Equipment 

— Motor Rewinding 

— AC & DC Motors 

— Marine Switchboards 


McINTOSH ELECTRIC supPPLY Co. 


Telephone 5-2517 BEAUMONT, TEX. 4775 Port Arthur Rd. 























FR. 4123—VA. 6647 Night: VA. 6647—FR. 8185 





Serving the Gulf 
Coast Offshore 


24 HOUR SERVICE 


FROLICH BROS. MARINE 
DIVERS, INC. 


New Orleans Office 
BUCK FROLICH 605 ALVAR STREET 











74 


Texaco to Conduct Seismographic 
Operations in 36 Louisiana Parishes 


Seismographic operations involving 36 parishes in 
Louisiana will be conducted by The Texas Company, 
which has requested a permit from the Corps of En- 
gineers, U.S. Army. 


Area to be covered is roughly 275 miles long and 184 
miles wide, extending east-west, and central to one mile 
west of Morgan City. 

The exploration will be in: 

The Gulf of Mexico. 

Bays—Vermilion, East and West Cote Blanche, At- 
chafalaya, Timbalier, East and West and Garden Island. 

Sounds—Breton, Chandeleur, and Mississippi. 

Lakes—Calcasieu, Charles, White, Grand, Pontchar- 
train, and Borgne. 

Bayous—Lafourche, Terrebonne, and Barataria. 

Rivers—Calcasieu, Vermilion, Mermentau, Amite, and 
other connecting waterway with the exception of the 
Mississippi River, Calcasieu Pass and Ship Channel, and 
the Intracoastal Waterway. 

Parishes are Cameron, Calcasieu, Jefferson Davis, Ver- 
milion, Acadia, Lafayette, Iberia, St. Martin, St. Mary, 
Iberville, Assumption, Terrebonne, Ascension, West 
Baton Rouge, East Baton Rouge, Livingston, St. James, 
St. John the Baptist, Lafourche, St. Charles, Jefferson, 
Plaquemines, St. Bernard, St. Tammany, Vernon, Beaure- 
gard, Rapides, Aroyelles, St. Landry, Allen, Evangeline, 
Pointe Coupee, East and West Feliciana, Tangipahoa 
and Washington. 





“Gladys did it.” 


OFFSHORE 


named secu é 





UE ORAM. 





> (iO) NEO), 



























LO) 8 Be 
2S 
3 Bf 
rapper ad 
Be Ge) OS i 
a 1 
FT, 
—— 
=i & een 
4 
“ \ 
( 
ee ya 
Aw pee 
CRE nae ge ' 
Leap ie. ae “ ~ es 
rae ee oe <i 
w= ~ 4 
” ed 
ee Fl 
“a5 


OCTOBER, 1955 














Te 182 @1 


 _ GAB 189 Fiela 


| Bah Baw de x 


+ 














ies 


Area east and southeast of Galveston where activity has been on the upsurge 
in recent weeks. Humble Oil & Refining Company asked for a blanket permit 
to drill in Block 141, on the right, about 24 miles east of Galveston. A similar 
permit was sought for the diagonally striped area by Tidelands Oil Corpora- 
tion and The Superior Oil Company. The Texas Company applied for a permit 
for the small tracts on the left several weeks earlier. Large blocks are three 


miles on a side. 


Shell To Venture 60 Miles Out 
To Drill Federal Test Off Texas 


A well located at the farthest 
point from shore of any location yet 
made will be drilled by Shell Oil 


Company at least 60 miles southeast 
of Galveston in the Gulf of Mexico. 


The company may use electronic 
devices to stake the location, since 
the wildcat will be too far out for 
sightings to be made from land, as 
with previous wells. 

The exact site has not been spotted, 
but it will be on one of the federal 
tracts leased by Shell July 12 for 
$5,423,760. The 18 tracts total 103,- 
000 acres and are in water from 80 
to 100 feet deep. 

Nearest point in the tracts is 60 
miles from land. 

If the Gulf floor is proved firm 
enough, Shell plans to use Mr. Gus, 
mobile drilling platform owned by 
C. G. Glasscock of Corpus Christi, 
Texas. 


Prolific Gas-Distillate Strike 
In Hynes Bay Takes Potential 


A new gas-distillate reservoir in 
Hynes Bay, Calhoun County, has 
been opened with completion of 
C. G. Glasscock-Tidelands Oil Com- 
pany and Arkansas Fuel Oil No. 1 
State Tract 72, two miles southwest 
of Seadrift. 


It potentialed for a daily flow of 


21 million cubic feet of gas per day 
plus 42 barrels of distillate per mil- 
lion through various chokes and 
perforations between 7,820-28 feet. 


Commercial shows were also found 
in the 7,643-49 zone, and operators 
are to attempt dual completion. 


Wildcat on Federal Lease 
Set by Standard of Texas 


A test on federal acreage 18 miles 
southeast of High Island off Jeffer- 
son County, Texas, will be drilled by 
Standard Oil Company of Texas. 

The prospector is the No. 1 Fed- 
eral 52. It is on a 1,440-acre lease 
in Block 52, about 12 miles south- 
west of the High Island Block 10 
field. 

Scheduled depth is 12,500 feet. 


Texas Company Schedules 
Galveston Bay Prospector 


The Texas Company has staked its 
No. 1 State Tract 96 as a 12,000- 
foot wildcat in Galveston Bay off 
Chambers County. 

The prospector, on a 640-acre 
lease, is 714 miles southeast of Bay- 
tofn in Section 96. It is also 2/3- 
mile northeast of Cedar Point pro- 
duction. 
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The 
built by Arnold V. 
Walker Shipyard for 
Sea Service, Inc., is a 
twin-screw all-steel 
welded diesel cargo 
boat, 135’ x 10'6” with 
normal draft of 6’ light 
and 8’3” loaded. 








SEA SERVICE, 


ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 





paces progress in offshore construction 


This 135-foot supply ship, the first of three to be built by the Arnold V. Walker Shipyard for Sea Service, Inc., 
of Harvey, La., is a distinguished addition to the offshore fleet . . . Designed to carry 3,500 barrels of 
drilling water to offshore rigs and transport oilfield supplies, it will also do offshore towing of drilling 

barges and tenders and act as a standby tug. A second 135-foot supply ship will be delivered 


to Sea Service, Inc., November |. 


Experience plus engineering and designing ability enables the Arnold V. Walker Shipyard to build anything for 


offshore use . . . drilling and producing platforms . 


. tig tenders . . . drilling barges . . . auxiliary floating 


equipment . . . to the customer's most exacting requirement. If you are interested in one shipyard that 


can handle all your construction problems . 


. call us! 


ARNOLD V. WALKER SHIPYARD 


Phone 1190 


Pascagoula, Miss. P. O. Box 352 











Crew Boats — Tugs — Towboats — Barges — Dredges — Repairs — Marine Railway 








Follow the oil and gas developments in SOUTH 
LOUISIANA, TEXAS and SOUTHEASTERN NEW 
Mexico with, 


FIVE STAR OIL REPORTS 


News, Locations, Completions, Drilling 
Progress, Oil and Gas Instruments plus 


OFFSHORE ACTIVITIES. 


Daily, Weekly or Semi-Weekly coverage. De- 
signed for your particular area of activity. 


Completion cards are issued on all areas covered 
by reports. 





” Citar s * ee t 
nT REPORT 
HOUSTON 


DALLAS MIDLAND 


1007 DAVIS BLDG. 106 CAPITOL BLDG. 











FAST, DEPENDABLE 
TUG SERVICE FOR 
OFFSHORE OPERATIONS 


DIXIE TOWING 


COMPANY, INC. 


Phone Fl Iilmore 1-5608 — 1-3090 
P. O. Box 403 Harvey, La. 
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South Timbalier Block 54 Field 
Off Terrebonne Gets Second Pay 


A new oil pay has been added to 
the South Timbalier Block 54 field 
off Terrebonne Parish with comple- 
tion of Humble Oil & Refining Com- 
pany No. 2-A State Lease 1035- 
Block 54. 

It potentialed for a daily flow of 
291 barrels of oil and 162,000 cubic 
feet of gas through a 14-inch choke 
and perforations between 6,854-66 
feet. Gravity of the oil was 38.1. 

Top of pay was picked at 6,854 
feet, on total depth of 9,000 feet. 

The well is the second for the 
newly opened field. It was drilled 
from the same platform as the field 
discovery, the same operator's No. 1-A 
State Lease 1035. The No. 1-A 
flowed 420.88 barrels of 38.3 grav- 
ity oil daily from perforations be- 
tween 6,591-605 feet. 

No. 2-A is in deviated hole about 
1,300 feet to the northwest of Num- 
ber 1-A. 


Magnolia Finals Dual Well 
For 695 Barrels Oil Daily 


Magnolia Petroleum Company has 
completed its No. 7-H State Lease 
691-Block 119 in the Eugene Island 
Block 126 field as a dual producer 
for a total of 695 barrels of oil daily. 

Off St. Mary Parish, the test was 
drilled to 6,130 feet. 

Through a 12/64-inch choke and 
perforations between 6,050-60 feet 


and 6,072-78 feet it flowed 315 bar- 
rels of oil daily. Gas-oil ratio was 
620-1. 

Potential through a 12/64-inch 
choke and perforations between 
6,610-22 feet was 380 barrels of oil 
daily. Gas-oil ratio was 496-1. 

Seven-inch casing was set on 
bottom. 


Continental Test Completed 
As Strike Off Plaquemines 


Continental Oil Company has 
finaled its No. 1-B State Lease 984 
as a prolific oil discovery off Pla- 
quemines Parish in the West Delta 
area, 

The strike flowed 377 barrels of 
36.4 gravity oil daily through a 


9/64-inch choke and _ perforations 
between 12,732-36 feet. 

Top of pav was picked at 12,732 
feet, in the Miocene. The test went 
to 13,259 feet. 

It is in Block 59. 


Nicklos Drilling Company was 
the contractor. 


Cameron Parish Gets Strike 
With Continental Completion 


Continental Oil Company No. 2-A 
State Lease 1192, in the East Cameron 
Block 49 area off Cameron Parish, has 
been gauged for daily flow of 29 
barrels of 46 gravity distillate with 
3,206,980 cubic feet of gas through 
a 10/64-inch choke and perforations 
between 11,090-97 feet. 

Tubing pressure was 6,165 pounds 
after being shut in an unreported time. 

The hole was drilled directionally 
to 11,896 feet and tested several other 
sands between 10,000 and total depth. 


Terrebonne Outer Shelf Field 
Gets Two Strikes, New Tests 


A second and third pay have been 
opened in a field recently found by 
Gulf Oil Corporation off Terre- 
bonne Parish, Louisiana. The same 
field, in Block 154 Ship Shoal area, 
has two other confirmation tests 
scheduled in it by Gulf Refining 
Company. 

Latest strike is Gulf Refining 
Company No. 3-B OCSL, which 





Columbia Drilling Company’s barge on location for Aluminum Company of 
America No. 1 State Tract 261, wildcat in Carancahua Bay. The test is being 
drilled directionally. 


OCTOBER, 1955 


dually completed. Through a 12/64- 
inch choke and perforations between 
6,322-35 feet it flowed 180 barrels 
of oil per day. 

Through a 9/64-inch choke and 
perforations between 6,525-40 feet 
it flowed 202 barrels of oil per day. 
Gravity of all oil was 29.8. 

Field opener, No. 1-B OCS 0420, 
was completed through perforations 
between 6,196-222 feet for a daily 
flow of 595 barrels of oil daily. 

The same operator has staked its 
No. 2-B OCS 0420 and 4-B OCS 
0420 in Block 154. Penrod Drilling 
Company is the contractor. 


Gas-Distillate Strike Finaled 
By Continental off Cameron 


Continental Oil Company has 
finaled its No. 2-A State Lease 1192 
as a gas-distillate strike for the East 
Cameron Block 19 area off Cameron 
Parish. 

Through a 10/64-inch choke and 
perforations between  11,090-097 
feet it made 29 barrels of 46 grav- 
ity distillate with 3,206,980 cubic 
feet of gas daily. Tubing pressure 
was 6,165 pounds, shut-in. 

The hole had tested several other 
sands between 10,000 feet and 11,- 
896 feet, the total depth. 
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Louisiana's Deepest Wildcat 
To Try for 22,500 Feet 


Louisiana's deepest test has been 
rescheduled for a goal of at least 
22,500 feet. The prospector, Richard- 
son & Bass No. 1-L Louisiana Land 
and Exploration Company-Humble, is 
five miles northeast of production at 
Lake Washington in Plaquemines Par- 
ish. 

It has seven-inch pipe set at 19,752 
feet, and is already drilling below 
20,055 feet. The test may set a world 
record before it is finished. 





Oil & Gas Now Flowing Through 
World's Longest Offshore Line 


Oil and gas have started to flow 
through the world’s longest undersea 
pipe line—a 48-mile system off the 
shores of Louisiana—it was announced 
late in September by the MCN Group, 
offshore operators who own the line. 

The group consists of Magnolia Pe- 
troleum Company, Continental Oil 
Company, and Newmont Oil Com- 
pany. 

The submarine line follows a 48- 
mile dogleg route from Burns Ter- 





Don't 


LAGCOE! 


Miss 





La. Gulf Coast 


Everything 
That’s New 
and 
Exciting 
In Oil 




























Oil Exposition 


4 
| Lafayette, 
Louisiana 
October 
13-16 


An Invitation 





Lafayette Looey invites 
you, Mr. and Mrs. Oilman, 
Mr. and Mrs. Supplier, Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Q. Citizen, to 
attend his debut October 
13 through 16, Lafayette, 
Louisiana, at the Louis- 
iana Gulf Coast Oil Ex: 
position, an Oil Man’s Oil 
show - - - for the entire 
community. A solid sell- 
out! More than 200 Ex- 
hibitors! 








minal south of Franklin in St. Mary 
Parish to Magnolia-Conoco-Newmont 
wells as far as 25 miles offshore. Cost- 
ing an estimated $7 million, the line 
is officially known as the “Eugene 
Island Fields Flowline System.” 

Magnolia - Conoco - Newmont cur- 
rently have 32 oil and gas wells in 
the fields being served by the undersea 
pipe line. These wells are producing 
a total of approximately 6,200 barrels 
daily. 

All MCN Group wells, gathering 
lines, and separators have been tied 
into the 12-inch flowline. Besides pro- 
duction in the Eugene Island Block 
126 field 25 miles offshore, the line 
also picks up oil and gas from the 
Block 45 field in the Eugene Island 
area closer to shore. 

The installation is unusual in that 
it carries both oil and gas; the prod- 
ucts have been comingled before in 
pipe lines but never in a line of this 
size and in a system connecting sev- 
eral fields. 

A central separator platform has 
been erected in each Eugene Island 
field. Fluid is separated and measured 
at these platforms, then comingled and 
returned to the line. Final separation 
will be handled at Burns Terminal. 

Eventually the line will be extend- 
ed to the Block 128 field, eight miles 
southwest of the present terminus— 
Block 126 field. 

Another line under construction 
from Burns Terminal to the In- 
tracoastal Canal eight miles north will 
carry separated crude from Burns Ter- 
- minal to intracoastal barges for trans- 
porting to refineries at Beaumont and 
Lake Charles. It is expected to be 
completed by November 1. 


Phillips Completes Gasser 
In West Cameron Block 39 


Phillips Petroleum Company has 
completed its No. 2-B State Lease 
1435-Block 39 as a Cameron Parish 
gas discovery in the West Cameron 
Area. 

It finaled for a daily flowing po- 
tential of 4,600,000 cubic feet of 
dry gas through a 16/64-inch choke 
and perforations between 9,500-17 
feet. Top of pay was picked at 9,500 
feet, with seven-inch casing set at 
9,982 feet. The test went to 10,483 
feet, with a company rig. 

It has been shut in. 
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THIS CARD 
Offshore » 


. and let us 


bill you later. 


$2.00 FOR | YEAR... 
$3.00 FOR 2 YEARS 
. - - $5.00 FOREIGN 





USE 
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Offshore 
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bill you later. 


$2.00 FOR | YEAR... 
$3.00 FOR 2 YEARS 
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OFFSHORE LOCATIONS 


TEXAS 


Calhoun County: Alcoa et al 2 State Tract 65, wildcat. 
Matagorda Bay, nine miles south-southeast of Port Lavaca, in 
Tract 65. Proposed depth 10,000 feet. 


Chambers County: The Texas Co. 1 State Tract 98, wildcat. 
Galveston Bay, 7% miles southeast of Baytown and 2/3-mile 
northeast of Cedar Point production. Proposed depth 12,000 feet. 


Jefferson County: Standard Oil Co. of Texas 1 Federal 52, 
wildcat. Block 52 area, High Island, 18 miles southeast of 
High Island. About 12 miles southwest of High Island Block 
10. Proposed depth 12,500 feet. 


Matagorda County: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1 North 
Matagorda Bay-State, wildcat. Matagorda Bay, two miles south- 
= of Oliver Point area, in Tract 295. Proposed depth 7,500 
eet 


Nueces County: C. G. Glasscock-Tidelands Oil 1 State Tract 
56, wildcat. Corpus Christi Bay, three miles east of Corpus 
Christi and one mile northwest of Gulf Oil 1 State Tract 55, 
gas well. Proposed depth 9,000 feet. 


LOUISIANA 


Cameron Parish: Continental Oil Co. 1-B State Lease 1656- 
Block 192 (OCS 0190), wildcat. West Cameron area, Block 
192. Proposed depth 14,000 feet. Loffland Brothers have the 
contract. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1-H State Lease 
796-Humble-Shell (hole 2), Grand Isle Block 18. Block 8. 
Proposed depth 14,000 feet. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 3-J State Lease 
803 (OCS 031). Grand Isle Block 16. Block 22. Proposed 
depth 8,500 feet. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. J-2 State 
Lease 803, Grand Isle Block 16. Dry Hole. TD 7,522 
feet in salt. Top/salt 5,680 feet. Block 22. To plug back and 
sidetrack for J-3 hole. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1-H State Lease 
796-(Hole 1), Grand Isle Block 18. Junked Hole. TD 543 
feet, casing parted. Block 8. To sidetrack and drill 1-H hole. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Company 12-J State Lease 
1367 Block 3, Bay Marchand Block 2. Block 3. Proposed depth 
5,150 feet. Noble Drilling Co. has the contract. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 7-K Louisiana State 
1367 (OCS 0370), Bay Marchand Block 2. Block 3. Proposed 
depth 4,700 feet. Noble Drilling Company has the contract. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 1 State Lease 2588, 
wildcat. South Pass Block 2 area, Block 2. Proposed depth 
11,000 feet. 


Continued on next page 





Phone 6102 P. O. Box 1695 
Berwick, La. Berwick, La. 


Courtney & Guzzino Diesel Works 


Marine, Oil Field and or soa 
24-Hour Sales and Serv 
COMPLETE LINE GM PARTS & “SERVICE 
Joe Guzzino, Owner Phone 6037, Night 











PETROLEUM DISTRIBUTING CO. 
DIESEL FUEL . 


LUBE OILS 
BY BARGE OR TRUCK 


New Orleans 


CEdar 8415 
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The Right Men 
and Equipment for 
any Drilling Job-- 
ON LAND 
AND AT SEA! 


KERR-McGEE OIL INDUSTRIES, INC. 


Gulf Coast Office — Houston, Texas 
General Offices — Oklahoma City 














Seagoing _ 
OIL RIG < 


INGALLS eee DESIGNERS and suite 


4 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION, WRITE: 


The INGALLS Shipbuilding Corporation 


BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 
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SUBMARNG CONTRACTORS 


Underwater Repairs 
aa 


Salvage Operations 
> 


Complete Insurance 
Coverage 
+ 
24-Hour Service 
« 
Tele. VA-3972 
New Orleans, La. 


Tele. 2-2221; if no answer 
call 7728, ‘Houma, La. 


DASPIT BROS, MARINE DIVERS 











Builders and Designers 


Steel Tugs, Barges, Crew Boats 
EFFICIENT 
MARINE 
REPAIRS 


Marine Ways — Gas Freeing 


PLATZER SHIPYARD 


P. O. Box 9657 
HOUSTON 15, TEXAS 


P. O. Box 5277 GL 3-7118 











We specialize in complete furnishings of 
boats, barges and platform living quarters. 


Distributors and servicing of Wallace & 
Tiernan marine flashing beacon lights and 
fog trumpets 


Marine Hardware - Chain - Pelican Hooks - Anchors 


BYRNE & RICE SUPPLY CO. 
Valley 78% 1122 Gaiennie Street ey eet 
Ack mon 
UPions aa00 New Orleans, La. rn cro 7139 











Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 16 Louisiana State 
1922 et al unit, South Pass Block 24. Block unreported. Pro- 
posed depth 8,650 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 1-B Louisiana State 
Lease 1069 (OCS 0385), West Delta Block 30. Block 29. 
Proposed depth 12,000 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 2-A State Lease 2592, 
South Pass Block 39. Block 39. Proposed depth 11,000 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 5-A State Lease 1069 
(OCS 0385), West Delta Block 30. Block 29. Proposed depth 
10,000 feet. Nobrile Drilling Co. has the contract. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 1 Louisiana State 
978, South Pass Block 24. Block unreported. Proposed depth 
8,600 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. 2-B State Lease 984, 
West Delta Block 59. Block 59. Proposed depth 14,000 feet. 
Contractor, Nicklos Drilling Co. 


Plaquemines Parish: Cities Service Oil Co. 1 State Lease 
2601, wildcat. Block 50, Breton Sound. Proposed depth 10,500 
feet. Kerr-McGee has the contract. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. 16 State Lease 978, 
West Delta Block 53. Block 53. Proposed depth 6,500 feet, to 
test the Miocene. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. 1-A State Lease 982, 
wildcat. Block 57, West Delta Area. Proposed depth 14,000 
feet to test the Miocene. 


Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 3-G State 
Lease 819, West Delta Block 30. Block 30, Tract 1202. Pro- 
posed depth 8,500 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Republic Natural Gas Co. 1 State Lease 
2362, wildcat. Main Pass Block 14 area, Block 14. Proposed 
depth 10,050 feet to test the Miocene. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 2-A State Lease 2554, 
wildcat. South Pass area, Block 42. Proposed depth 11,000 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 19 State Lease 1009, South 
Pass Block 24. Block 25. Proposed depth 8,700 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 2-B State Lease 1008, 
South Pass Block 27. Block 24. Proposed depth 7,700 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 9-B State Lease 1007, 
South Pass Block 27. Block 23. Proposed depth 8,000 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 9 State Lease 1012, South 
Pass Block 27. Block 28. Proposed depth 8,900 feet. 


Plaquemines Parish: The Texas Co. 8 State Lease 1474, South 
Pass Block 24. Block unreported. Proposed depth 10,500 feet. 


St. Mary Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1 Federal OCSL 
0466, wildcat. Eugene Island area, Block 77. Proposed depth 
12,000 feet. 


St. Mary Parish: Shell-Union Producing Co. 1-A OCS 0478, 
wildcat. Eugene Island area, Block 116. Proposed depth 11,000 
feet. 





Morgan City, La. 





FINER FOODS FOR MARINE OPERATORS 


Truck Delivery from Venice to Cameron 


GALLEY STORES & SUPPLY 60. 


Tel. 2605 
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St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 1-5 State Lease 
691, Eugene Island Block 126. Block 119. Proposed depth 
10,500 feet. 


Terrebonne Parish: Gulf Refining Co. 2-B OCS 0420, Ship 
Shoal Block 154 area. Block 154. Proposed to test the Pliocene- 
Miocene. Penrod Drilling Co., Contractor. 


Terrebonne Parish: Gulf Refining Co. 4-8 OCSL, Ship Shoal 
Block 154 area. Block 154. Proposed depth unreported. Penrod 
Drilling Co. has the contract. 


Terrebonne Parish: Gulf Refining Co. 3-B OCSL 0420, Ship 
Shoal Block 154 area. Block 154. Proposed depth 12,000 feet. 


Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 2-C State Lease 
794-Block 20, South Pelto Block 26. Block 20. Proposed depth 
10,500 feet. 


Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 2-D State Lease 
791, South Pelto Block 20. Block 20. Proposed depth 11,000 feet. 


Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 1-E State Lease 
764, OCSL 058, Ship Shoal Block 72. Block 64. Proposed depth 
14,000 feet. 


Terrebonne Parish: Sun Oil Co. 1 State Lease 2620, wildcat. 
South Timbalier area, Block 119. Proposed depth 18,000 feet. 


OFFSHORE COMPLETIONS 


TEXAS 


Calhoun County: C. G. Glasscock-Tidelands Oil Company 
and Arkansas Fuel Oil No. 1 State Tract 72, wildcat. Gas- 
distillate strike. TD 8,510 feet, perfd. 7820-28 feet. IPF 
21,000,000 CFGD plus 41 BD per million CFG on various 
chokes. SIP 2,885. Operator will attempt dual completion 
from 7,643-49-foot zone. Hynes Bay, Tract 72. 


Chambers County: Humble Oil & Refining Co. C-47 Gal- 
veston Bay State, Fisher’s Reef. Oil Well. TD 9,102 feet, 
perfd. 8,700-02 feet. IPF 58.88 BOPD on 6/64-inch choke. 
Gra. 35.6. TP 2,025. Section 12-B. 


Chambers County: Humble Oil & Refining Co. A-68 Galves- 
ton Bay State, Red Fish Reef. Oil Well. TD 9,703, perfd. 
9,422-36 feet. PT 127.5 BOPD, choke unreported. TP 1,050. 
Gra. 37.7. Section 246. 


Chambers County: The Texas Company 2 State Tract 133, 
wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 9,472 feet. Section 133, 114 miles north 
of Red Fish Reef area, Galveston Bay. 


Galveston County: Sun Oil Company 3 State Tract 26, 
Caplen. Reclassified from Gas to Oil. TD 6,300 feet in 
deviated hole, perfd. 5,220-30 feet. IPF 35 BOPD on 12/64-inch 
choke. Gra. 28.8. TP 600. Tract 26, Gulf of Mexico. 


Kleberg County: Standard Oil Co. of Texas 947-28 State 
Well, wildcat. Shut-in Gas Discovery. TD 10,200 feet, perfd. 
9,612-14 feet. PT 1,035,000 CFGD plus 10 barrels distillate on 
1/8-inch choke. State Tract 947, Gulf of Mexico. 


(Continued on next page) 








MARINE 
RADAR - RADIOTELEPHONES 
FM RADIO AND FATHOMETERS 


available 


From Stock for Crewboats, 
Workboats, Tugs and Oil Rigs 


Machay Radia and Telegraph 


Company, Iuc. 


MARINE DIVISION 
1748 Carondelet — New Orleans 
CAnal 2448 














ONE OF THE 
FEW VETERANS 
IN A NEW FIELD 


° Valley 2 eon lo. 
8126 
p, ©. Box 





PIONEERS IN OFFSHORE DESIGN 


MNETGRS) mochinery 


GOT PROBLEMS ON DECK? 


Bring ’em to Markey 


Advanced design think- 
ing plus practical ex- 
perience will solve your [ 
problems, pronto! We 
supply heavy-duty 
mooring winches, anchor 
windlasses and deck ma- 
chinery to meet the 
rugged duties required 
by offshore drilling in- 
stallations. Where com- 
pactness, flexibility, and 
trouble-free service are vital, there you'll find Markey auxil- 
iary machinery doing its job better, staying on its jobs 
longer. Write for engineering counsel that costs you nothing. 











Type WES-S-33 

Three Wildcat Windlass 
—manufactured with two, three or 
four wildcats as desired. 








Represented by 


H. J. WICKERT & CO. H. J. MENGE CO. 
770 Folsom Street 932 Nat'l B of C Bidg. 
San Francisco, Calif. New Orleans, Louisiana 
YUkon 6-2354 CAnal 


MARKEY MACHINERY CO., INC. 


55 HORTON ST... SEATTLE 4, AGH. 


Known on The 7 Seas Since 1907” 





Hoists \ Capstans * Windlasses * Steering Gears * Towing Winches 
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EXPLORATION VESSELS... 





DANTZLER BOAT RENTAL CO. 


P. O. Box 377 Pascagoula, Miss. 








ey 


DIESEL 
POWER 





SALES—SERVICE—PARTS 
DIESEL MARINE SERVICE 


Harold L. Cooling, Owner 
P. O. Box 558 Pres. 5-2500 Cameron, La. 








Ph. HE 6-7371 


or HE 9-3519 — HE 9-2319 


ELLIOTT 


MARINE 
DIVERS 


Submarine Pipelining 
A Specialty 





Box 5512, Drew Station Lake Charles, La. 








ELECTRIC WIRE & CABLE CO. 
representing 
Foster Marine Refrigerators 


Everything electrical! From the main generator 
to the binnacle light for your boat or rig. Let us 
quote you our special prices. 


Phone WA 3-4604 
1120 Hackney Street, Houston, Texas 
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Kleberg County:* Standard Oil Co. of Texas 22 State Tract 
951, Chevron. New Pay Opener, Shut-in. TD 8,614 feet, perfd. 
8,256-72 feet. Open flow not calculated. On test flowed 1,700,- 
000 CFGD plus 6)4 barrels distillate per million on 14/64-inch 
choke. Gra. 50.2. TP 2,400. Tract 951, drilled directionally 
from Padre Island. 


Matagorda County: Brazos Oil & Gas Co. 1-A State of 
Texas, wildcat. Gas strike. TD 5,858 feet, perfd. 2,654-74 feet. 
IP 9,200,000 CFGD open flow. SIP 1,130. Tract 194, Mata- 
gorda Bay. 


Matagorda County: Brazos Oil & Gas Co. 1, State of Texas 
“IB,” wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 5,860 feet. Tract 68, Tres- 
Palacios Bay. 


Nueces County: Sun Oil Co. 786-1 Nueces-State, wildcat. 
Dry Hole. TD 10,002 feet. Tract 786, Nueces Bay. 


LOUISIANA 


Cameron Parish: Continental Oil Co. 2-A State Lease 1192, 
wildcat. Gas-distillate Strike. TD 11,896 feet, perfd. 11,090-97 
feet. PT 29 BDPD and 3,206,980 CFGD on 10/64-inch choke. 
TP 6,165. Gra. 46. East Cameron Block 49. 


Cameron Parish: Phillips Petroleum Co. 2-B State Lease 
1435-Block 39, wildcat. Gas Discovery. TD 10,483 feet, perfd. 
9,500-17 feet. IPF 4,600,000 CFGD, dry, on 16/64-inch choke. 
TP 3,186. Shut in. Block 39, West Cameron Area. 


Cameron Parish: Shell Oil Co. 1 State Lease 2547, wildcat. 
Dry Hole. TD 13,509 feet. Block 18, East Cameron Area. 


Iberia Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 3-H State Lease 681- 
Block 89, Eugene Island Block 110. Dry Hole. TD 9,000 feet. 
Block 89. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 1-H State Lease 
799-Block 16, Grand Isle Block 16. Shut-in Gas Well. TD 
13,999 feet, perfd. 12,669-679 feet. PT shut in. Block 16. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. F-3 State Lease 
797-Block 9, Grand Island Block 18. Block 9. Proposed depth 
10,000 feet. 


Jefferson Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. G-3 State 
Lease 798-Block 10, Grand Isle Block 18. Block 10. Proposed 
depth 10,000 feet. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 8-J Louisiana State 
1367, Bay Marchand Block 2. Gas Well. TD 5,551 feet, perfd. 
5,406-14 feet. IPF 1,250,000 CFGD, dry, on 10/64-inch choke. 
TP 1,150. Block 3. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 9-J State Lease 1365 
(Block 3), Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil Well. TD 6,297 
feet, perfd. 6,039-51 feet. IPF 146 BOD on 16/64-inch choke. 
Gra. 36.6. TP 235. Block 3. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 5-K State Lease 1366 
(Block 3), Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil Well. TD 6,210 feet, 
perfd. 5,652-62 feet. IPF 130 BOPD on gas lift. Gra. 30.1. 
Block 3. 


Lafourche Parish: The California Co. 11-J Louisiana State 
1367, Bay Marchand Block 2. Oil Well. TD 6,186 feet, perfd. 
4,740-60 feet. IPF 176 BOD on 12/64-inch choke. Gra. 23.2. 
TP. 440. Block 3. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. F-1 State Lease 1277, 
Main Pass Block 69. Oil and Gas Well. TD 9,289 feet, perfd. 
7,260-70 feet. IPF 189 BOPD and 94,000 CFGD on 9/64-inch 
choke. Gra. 32.3. TP 1,250. 


Plaquemines Parish: The California Co. 1-A State Lease 2592, 
wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 13,000 feet. Block 39, South Pass 
area. 


Plaquemines Parish: Republic Natural Gas Co. 1 State Lease 
2362, wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 10,030 feet. Main Pass area, 
Block 15. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 26 State Lease 998, South 
Pass Block 24. Oil Well. TD 9,750 feet, perfd. 7,870-81 feet. 
IPF 217 BOPD on 16/64-inch choke. Gra. 30.7. TP 380. 
Block 11. 
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Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 23 State Lease 1008, 


South Pass Block 24. Idle Operation. TD 9,600 feet, perfd. 
7,877-85 feet. Block 24. 


Plaquemines Parish: Shell Oil Co. 24 State Lease 1008, 
South Pass Block 24. Idle Operation. TD 9,072 feet, perfd. 
7,911-16 feet. Block 24. 


Plaquemines Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 2-G State 
Lease 819, West Delta Block 30. Oil Well. TD 9,615 feet, 
perfd. 6,288-306 feet. IPF 144.8 BOPD on 1/8-inch choke. 
Gra. 33.6. TP 650. Block 30. 


Plaquemines Parish: Continental Oil Co. 1-B State Lease 
984, wildcat. Oil Discovery. TD 13,259 fet, perfd. 12,732-36 
feet. IPF 377 BOPD on 9/64-inch choke. Gra. 36.4. TP 5,600. 
Block 59, West Delta area. 


Plaquemines Parish: The Texas Co. 1 State Lease 2556, 
wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 8,600 feet. Block 83, Main Pass area. 
Four miles west of Main Pass Block 69 field. 


St. Bernard Parish: J. P. Owen 2 State Lease 2293, wildcat. 
Dry Hole. TD 6,085 feet. Block 70, Chandeleur Sound area. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 7-H State Lease 
691-Block 119, Eugene Island Block 126. Dual Oil Well. TD 
6,130 feet. Perfd. 6,050-60 and 6,072-78 feet, PT 315 BOPD 
on 12/64-inch choke. Gra. 37. Perfd. 6,710-22 feet, PT 380 
BOD on 12/64-inch choke. Block 119. 


St. Mary Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. I-4 State Lease 296- 
Block 120, Eugene Island Block 126. Junked Hole. TD 5,603 
feet, drillpipe stuck. 


Terrebonne Parish: Humble Oil & Refining Co. 2-A State 
Lease 1085-Block 54, South Timbalier Block 54. New Oil Pay. 
TP 9,000 feet, perfd. 6,854-66 feet. IPF 291 BOD and 162,000 
CFGD on 1/8-inch choke. Gra. 38.1. TP 1,050. Block 54. 


Terrebonne Parish: Magnolia Petroleum Co. 1-C State Lease 
794, South Pelto Block 20. Junked Hole. TD 11,454 feet in 
salt. Junked in favor of 2-C hole, to be drilled out of 1-C in a 
side-track hole. Block 20. 


Terrebonne Parish: Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 1-A State 
Lease 747, wildcat. Dry Hole. TD 15,522 feet. Block 24, Ship 
Shoal area. 


LOUISIANA TIDELANDS REPORT 


Active Tests, September 19* 
Cameron Parish 
Iberia Parish 
Jefferson Parish 
Lafourche Parish 
Plaquemines Parish 
St. Mary Parish 
Terrebonne Parish 
*From Five Star Oil Reports, Inc. 
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COMPLETE 
MARINE SERVICE 


Shallow Water and 
Deep Sea 


Engineering, Construction & Inspection 
Pipe Line Locating Instruments 
Complete Insurance Coverage 

Fast Service By Air 

Firm Bids To Fit Your Budget 


LOGAN DIVING COMPANY, INC. 


309 Consolidated Bldg. Jacksonville, Florida 








. 





Phones: Day Elgin 6-3473 Nite EXbrook 8-1185 





ortunately 


the finest... 


Hotel 


———— 


MONTAGU 


© Beautiful rooms and suites . . . smartly 
fashioned for modern living and old 
fashionea comfort. Refreshingly cooled 
with refrigerated air. Attentive service 


- « « friendly spirit . . . an experience 
in gracious living. 


HOME OF THE FAMOUS 
COCK 'N' BULL GRILL 


HOUSTON 








Industrial Photography 
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SERVING THE LOUISIANA OIL INDUSTRY 
Call Jack Beech: CA 7419 


708 Royal Street New Orleans 16, Louisiana 








BEDELL & NELSON 
Engineers 
840 Union Street 


New Orleans 12, La. Telephone RAymond 6195 











FREDERIC R. HARRIS, INC. 
CONSULTING ENGINEERS 


Offshore Oil Producing Installations 
27 William Street — New York 5, N. Y. 
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FOR SALE 


FOR RENT! FOR LEASE! 


WANTED! 





CLASSIFIED! 








CATERPILLAR DIESEL ENGINE 


Model D17000 
150 HP—900 RPM, radiator cooled with a Crocker-Wheeler 
Generator, 100 KW, 125/250 Volts D-C, compound wound, 
With switchboard. Unit skid mounted. 


Price: $5500 


INGRAM SUPPLY CO. 


1313 Gulf Street Phone 2-3400 Beaumont, Texas 











QUARTERBOATS FOR LEASE 





# 


All steel quarterboats, double duh amenniadien up to 
50 men, large dining room, galley, pantry, recreation room, 
walk-in refrigerator, deep freeze, ice maker, steam heat, all 
necessary linens, blankets, kitchen ware. Completely 
equipped in every respect. 


STERNWHEELERS CO. 


431 Carondelet St. New Orleans, La. 
CA 6148 Albert A. Villegas, Manager 


FOR SALE 


Crew and Utility Boat 
Hull 


64 ft. length—I8 ft. beam—4 ft. 6 in. 
draft—3/16 in. hull plate—corrosion 
resistant—high tensile steel 

Will have 16 to 18 mph cruising 
speed with twin GM 6-110 engines. 
Faster cruising speed possible with 
more power. Can carry 32 passengers 
and 4 crew. Designed for offshore 
crew and utility work by Naval Archi- 
test A. M. Deering & Sons. Built to 
meet Coast Guard specifications for 
carrying passengers. Built by— 


Mangone & 
Canavier Boat Co. 
Houston Texas 


Phones: JA-9-3050 - WA-1-4283 
4529 Keystone Rd. 














Offshore Lease Maps 


Louisiana, north half of 


STEEL TWIN SCREW BOATS 


For Lease 


65’ with 2 671 GM 400 hp Texas coastline . . . 
50 with 2671GM 400 hp 

75’ with 2 twin 671 G P . 

100’ with 2 twin 671GM 800 hp FREE map with each 
110’ with 2 6-110 GM 550 hp ait ol 

110’ with 28-2684 GM 1000 hp paid subscription— 
120’ with 2 tandem 6-110 1100 hp hi | h | +. 

130’ with 2 tandem 6-110 1100 hp while they las 


WOODEN TWIN SCREW $2 for | year—$3 for 2 years 


S2ins.. BE $5 foreign 

GEOPHYSICAL EQUIPMENT OFFSHORE 
RENTALS P. O. Box 977 

3019 Post Oak, Houstor MO 5-1602 Conroe Texas 
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CLASSIFIED 


FOR SALE 
— Axial flow fans—230 volt d-c, 3 to 


15 hp. 

— 100 kw LST switchboard, new, com- 
plete—in original crate. 

— Magnetic starters, 115 and 230 
volt d-c, 1 to 30 hp. 

—D-C MOTORS, lis and 230 volt 
1/20 to 50 hp. 
Write P. O. Box 977C, Conroe, Tex. 


FOR SALE 


Offshore lease maps of Louisiana, 
north half of Texas coastline. One 
map included with purchase of each 
paid subscription to OFFSHORE, The 
Marine Oil Operations Journal—while 
they last. Specify map desired. Write 
P. O. Box 977, Conroe, Texas. 


NOTICE 


If you fellows have any old harness, 
bootleg gear, second-hand drilling 
barges or blondes—advertise them in 
our classified column! Rates are 15¢ 
per word, $2.50 minimum, payable in 
advance. We want to build up a real 
horse-trading section, so rush your 
order in by burro express. Write 
Classified, P. O. Box 977, Conroe, 
Texas, 
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Complete Facilities! 


Cleaning and Gas Freeing Plant 
3 Sets of Marine Ways 
300’ Graving Dock 


Complete Repairs for Vessels and 
Barges up to 300’ 


Builders — Barges, Tugs, Towboats, 
Offshore Structures 


J. & S. SHIPBUILDING 
CORPORATION 


Charles L. Koellein, Jr., General Manager 
Phone 144-145 Slidell, Louisiana 








F 3 Fire Extinguisher 
R E Inspection Service 

Fire Protection 
same aie Inspection 





——— 
—— 


Walter Kidde Sales & 
Service of La., Inc. 
CA-9905 


915 Gaiennie St. 
NEW ORLEANS, LA. 









n Dioxide Port- 
o emical, Soda 
Vaporizing 
perated Water 
CO; hose reels 


Kidde Ca 
ables, ~ Ch 
Ac id, Foa m, 
Liquid, cO:-0 
Extinguishers, 
and Systems. 








Wrought Iron Pipe, 
Stainless Steel Pipe, 
Carbon and Low Al- 
loy Pipe, Steel Plate 
Fabrication, Field 
Welding Service 












Main Office & Plant: 
P. O. Box 546 
311 - 27th Street 
GALVESTON, TEXAS 
Phone 3-240! 


KANE BOILER 





Oil and Water Well Casing, 
Industrial and Special Pipe, 
Oil, Gas and Water Line Pipe, 
Pontoon and Shore Dredging 
Pipe, Pipe Line Repair Items 











HOUSTON, TEXAS 
CApitol 2-7759 


WORKS, INC. 








SERVICE for the 
Offshore Industry 


QUALITY FOODS 
24-HOUR LAUNDRY SERVICE 


Free Delivery 
FOOD 


SALIZ'S marie 


25th & Ave. 9 Phones 
Galveston 2-9378 
Texas Nite—2-8721 


“Sonny” Saltz — Prop. 
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Have you received... 
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The Recent PRS Literature 
entitled 
Surface Coatings For 
Offshore Structures 


? 


This literature contains PRS' most advanced infor- 
mation concerning products and specifications for 
this highly speciliaized industry. Our product has 
been designed for YOUR personal needs . . . yet 
you pay no engineering costs. 


A letter or card from you will bring 
this literature by return mail 


Engineered ~ 
ey Vili 


Manufactured by 
PRODUCTS-RESEARCH- SERVICE, INC. 


Belle Chasse, Lovisiena 





Telephones: 


Nights, Sundays & Holidays 
Call EVergreen 2426 


FOrest 6-3538 








The Slush Pit... 


A guy and a gal were sitting on her couch discussing 
intellectual things like telepathy. 

“Would you call it telepathy,” the gal asked, “if I 
were thinking of the same thing you are?” 

“I know you're not,” said the guy. “You haven't 
slapped by face!” 





The driller from the offshore rig was big and tough. 
He had cut his teeth on a cable-tool bit and weaned 
on drillining mud from a rotary. Standing in the middle 
of the floor, he shouted: “I can whip any s.o.b. in the 
place!” 

The bar was virtually emptied in one wild burst of 
confusion, except for an imperturbable little man calmly 
finishing his drink at a table. The driller stalked over 
to him. 

“Well?” he demanded. 

Said the little man: “Sure was a lot of ‘em, wasn’t 
there?” 





The newlyweds took the honeymoon suite in a hotel 
where the walls were paper thin. As the bride blushing- 
ly disrobed, the groom gasped in admiration. “You are 
gorgeous! So statuesque, so shapely—I think I'll get 
a painter from New York to paint you.” 

The toolpusher occupying the next room rapped on 
the door. 

“Who's there?” asked the husband. 

“A painter from New York.” 





“What would you do if you returned home and 
found a man in your room?” one spinster asked another. 

“Give him forty-eight hours to get out,’ was the 
reply. 




















“Oops! It must have been an awfully high tide last 
night!” 
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This offshore lease map has been prepared as a service 


to the subscribers of OFFSHORE, P. O. Box 977, Conroe, 
Texas. 


The second half of the map will be available November 
1, 1955. 
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We have late rw 
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Offshore Drilling 
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For further in; 


P. O. Box 680—Tel. 
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This offshore lease map has been prepared as a service 


to the subscribers of OFFSHORE, P. O. Box 977, Conroe, 
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Texas. 
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HAWK HELICOPTERS 


= it 
awk Aelicopters 


lve Your Offshore Transportation Problems! 





> model Bell 47G helicopters, equipped for 
lying, the personnel and know-how to give 
ling Operators fast, time and money saving 
n. 





information and our rates, please contact: With years of Gulf experience, Crescent leads the way in providing 
- fast, dependable towing services for the oil industry’s offshore operations. 


It pays to call Crescent for every offshore towing need. Large deck barges 
for charter. 


WR tease Licappe  @ESCENT 


og TOWING & SALVAGE CO., INC 





Tel. TUlip 2-5435 ”~ Corpus Christi, Texas 





: AND CHARTER SERVICE 625 HIBERNIA BUILDING e NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
ERHAUL DEPARTMENT, MEACHAM FIELD, FORT WORTH PHONE: TULANE 0611 (OFFICE) * FOREST 6-1521 (DISPATCHER) 
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TUlip 2-5435 °~ Corpus Christi, Texas 
AND CHARTER SERVICE 
AUL DEPARTMENT, MEACHAM FIELD, FORT WORTH 











With years of Gulf experience, Crescent leads the way in providing 
fast, dependable towing services for the oil industry's offshore operations. 
It pays to call Crescent for every offshore towing need. Large deck barges 


 GESCEN 


TOWING & SALVAGE CO., INC 





625 HIBERNIA BUILDING . NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 
PHONE: TULANE 0611 (OFFICE) e FOREST 6-1521 (DISPATCHER) 
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Texes and Milk 








MEvoy 


MANUFACTURERS OF PREMIUM PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS SINCE 1905 


On Shore OFF SHORE Everywhere 


Pua ; ‘ 
7lveé astomatic self-sealing, proven world’s tightest 


sense under all conditions 


LCA Single & multiple Christmas Trees of every kind 
meee for every completion 


Mangers McEvoy Casing Heads & Hangers, safest from 


the shallowest to the deepest 


Pecratovs Automatic valve and choke operators, 


controls and systems 


ONE SOURCE — ONE RESPONSIBILITY 


WM Evoy COMPANY 


[exes and Milby Street P. O. Box 3127 Houston 1, Texas 
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OFFSHORE SUPPLY VESSELS & CREW BOATS 





NEA SERVICE, INC. 


HARVEY, LOUISIANA 


Fillmore 1-4450 


P. O. Box 51 
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Arkansas Fuel Oil Co. 
American Liberty Oil Co. 
Atlantic Refining Co. 


Atlantic Refining Co. and Tide Water Associated Oil Co. 


Brazos Oil & Gas Co. 
British-American Oil Producing Co. 


CATC... Continental Oil Co., Atlantic Refining Co., Tide Water 
Associated Oil Co. and Cities Service Oil Co. 


Continental Oil Co. 
El Paso Natural Gas Co. 


El Paso Natural Gas Co., Western Natural Gas Co. 


Gulf Oil Corp. 

Jake L. Hamon 

Highland Oil Co. 

Humble Oil & Refining Co. 
Hunt Interests 

Kerr-McGee Oil Industries, Inc. 
Magnolia Petroleum Co. 
Mecom Petroleums 

Ohio Oil Co. 

Ohio Oil Co., Pure Oil Co. 


Ey Ohio Oil Co., Pure Oil Co., Melben Oil Co. 


Ohio Oil Co. and Melben Oil Co. 


l@| Oil Drilling, Inc. 
[::] Phillips Petroleum Co. 
fo] Placid Oil Co. 
= Pure Oil Co. 
Pure Oil Co., Sun Oil Co., Ohio | 
ad Pure Oil Co., Sun Oil Co. 
= C. Sapp 
[@] Seaboard Oil Co. 
Shell Oil Co. 
Standard Oil Co. of Texas 
fl Stanolind Oil & Gas Co. 
Sun Oil Co. 
bs] Superior Oil Co. 
+] Texas Eastern Production Corp. 
[> The Texas Co. 
Western Natural Gas Co. 


bo] Western Natural Gas Co., El Pc 
Gas 












»., Ohio Oil Co., and Seaboard Oil Co. 


Oo. 


Xas 


a GULF OF 
“0. | 


>o., El Paso Natural Gas Co., Texoma Natural 





Ohio Oil Co., and Seaboard Oil Co. 


Corp. 


El Paso Natural Gas Co., Texoma Natural 
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OFFSHORE CHART 
STATE OF TEXAS 


PREPARED (1955) BY 


Offshore 


The Marine Oil Operations Journal 
. BOX 977 - CONROE, TEXAS 
COPYRIGHT APPLIED FOR 
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he leases shown hereon are not to be construed as a certification 
ficial confirmation can be obtained from the Texas General 
ie United States Bureau of Land Management office. 
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The Practical Method of Locating 
Drilling Sites in the Gulf of Mexico 


Accurately positioning offshore drilling platforms, beyond the line-of-sight, 
by visual surveying methods is an almost impossible task. 


LORAC Radio Positioning gives high accuracy, even beyond the line-of- 
sight, and has been used to position approximately fifteen wells in the 
Gulf of Mexico. Later visual surveys, using the derrick as a target, have 
confirmed the accuracy of LORAC. 


For complete details on the use of LORAC contact — 


Lorac Service Corporation 


Tulsa, Oklahoma Houston, Texas 
Box 1590 Box 6842 
CHerry 2-8187 JAckson 9-4601 























Mischty Mighty “Mr. Gus,” the mammoth mobile offshore 


drilling platform, has moved to deeper Texas Gulf 
Coast waters . . . to operate at 81-foot depths 13 
ee ee miles offshore, 18 miles east of Port Aransas. 
Mr Gus Owned by Glasscock Drilling Company of Corpus 
Christi, “Mr. Gus” is one of the few large portable 
drilling units in use, and is a massive piece of offshore 
rriow = =aiirn ? drilling equipment to have in tow . . . but NOT too 
om ad big to be controlled with safety by experienced G & H 
Towing Company crews. 


vig: aa aS oe 


With 35 years’ experience in harbor and offshore 
towing, licensed G & H seamen know and understand 
the sea. Large or small, if it floats, we can tow it... 
well . . . any time, anywhere in the Gulf or Latin 
American waters. 


> € 


Call the G & H office nearest you today, and let 
us help you solve your offshore towing problems. 
DAY OR NIGHT PHONE No obligation, of course. 
Galveston 3-6468 or 3-4673 


Houston WA 8-5406 
Corpus Christi TU 4-8791 


eeoeeeeeeeeeeeoeos 


TOWING COMPANY INC. 


18 MODERN DIESEL POWERED TUGBOATS AT YOUR SERVICE 24 HOURS A DAY 
HOUSTON GALVESTON CORPUS CHRISTI 
802 U. S. National Bank Building 
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